The European Landscape Convention’s (2000) definition of landscape is ‘an area perceived by people’. Landscapes can be split into two groups, natural and cultural landscapes. Natural landscapes such as, forests, tundra, wetland, plains, etc. Cultural landscapes are split into three categories. The social construction of landscapes can be perceived as physical changes to the land either by nature or humans or through a social process using meanings and symbols (Gailing, and Leibenath, 2015; Greider, and Garkovich, 1994). Landscapes rapidly change due to technology. This has been done for thousands of years. Looking at the Welsh countryside we can see dams such as Llyn Brianne. Romans used dams at Dolaucothi to mine the gold (Colman, 2010). These all had an impact and changed the landscape, causing erosion and effecting ecosystems. Landscape can be seen in its representation, through society and its physical forms through geology and anthropomorphism (Daniels, et al., 2011). A social constructionist perspective illustrates how our perspective on landscape is dictated based on, education, social-economic status, politics, religion, and culture (Greider, and Garkovich, 1994). Adding to this it has been suggested that cultural history changes our perception of landscape (Aoki, 1999; Jacobs, 2006; Taylor & Lennon, 2012). Jacob’s (2006) separates realities on landscape as it shows that the matterscape is how people interact with the landscape. Another social factor is where you live. Are you either living in an urban environment or rural. Rose (2002) suggests that landscape is constructed through culture and society. Landscape can also be seen as a reflection of society and the economy it generates (Terkenli, 2001; Cosgrove, 1998). It is important to note, that without human interaction landscapes would cease to exist and would be just a natural formation (Ermischer, 2004). Landscapes are a multisensory construction that can be visualise, smelt, heard, and felt (Morillo-Rodríguez, et al., 2023).
Wales has a large farming community this is an associative cultural landscape due to the terraforming of nature to sort the needs to create produce be that livestock or arable. However, to other people this can seem like an organic cultural landscape because of its use of nature and the heritage it has within the community. Another perception could also be that farming land is a natural landscape due to their urbanised perspective of the world. Maps are cultural history and are lands imagined on to paper (Summerby‐Murray, 2014). This creates a landscape that many people can relate to due to their upbringing and sense of place created by cultural history. 
Politics creates different landscapes especially through the growing awareness of the environment. It has been shown that there is need for deconstruction of landscapes in education so that young people can perceive their own landscapes (Cisani, Castiglioni and Sgard, 2022). The protection of the natural environment has increasingly pushed to the front of everyone’s perception of reality. This socio-political direction has caused the land to be perceived in a different manner (Morillo-Rodríguez, et al., 2023). For example, to protect the land plastic straws have been the scape goat of single use plastics. There is debates as to whether this is a useful area to focus on as the legitimacy of whether plastic straws are good focus point. It has, however, created a perception within society which in turn has created a whole new landscape, whether it is correct in the context of ecology. 
Stewart (2008) shows that the different cultural history can change the perception of the place where you live. This can be seen through the invasion of Wales by William 1st and the social consequence of a population being under an alien power for over a thousand years. Even though on the surface the people of Wales seem to have control of there land there is unrest. The evidence is shown by the water that is collected in reservoirs that where created by destroying villages. It can also be seen in the word Welsh which translates to foreign so even the ‘Welsh’ people call themselves foreigners in their own land. This shows a subconscious perspective of the landscape not being truly theirs. This is contrasted with Cymru meaning ‘friend’ which changes the whole perception of the Welsh lands. This shows a clear cultural history that has brought about certain perspective in the Welsh population. 
Religion can play a large role in how we perceive landscapes. Usually alongside this will have philosophies and ideologies created by this to add to our perceptions of landscapes. For instance, Darwinism has played a large cultural role in society today. Stipulating that through survival of the fittest we have evolved to become what we are today. I can still remember having an argument with my biology teacher at the age of 13 that I disagreed with Darwinism on the principle it didn’t line up with my religious up bring. I am writing this now with a mono agnostic theism view which is a limiting definition but should give context to the perspective I am writing from. Darwinism is still used as the explanation for evolution today in mainstream education (BBC, 2023). This creates a perspective within society that everything in nature is fighting for survival, whereas there is evidence to suggest that nature is all about cooperation. This shows a clear social construction of our perspective of landscape. Religious perspectives on landscapes are wide and varying even within one single religion for example you have, Catholics, Anglicans, Methodists, Baptist, Jesuits, Mennonites, Jehovah’s witnesses, Protestants, Apostolic, Pentecostals, Seven-day Adventists, Orthodox Christians, and Amish. This is by no means a complete least, but it serves to illustrate the potential influences on perceptions of place that will create landscapes (Rogers, 2008).
Landscapes are definitions of who we are and the sort of person we ae trying to be. Our relationship with the natural environment is often an expression of culture. In this way there are multiple perspective of landscape causing sustainability to become a problem due to the inconsistency in the perspective of landscapes (Strang, 1997). For example, the Towy Valley Pylons are seen by Welsh government as a green response which has caused locals to oppose the construction as to their perspective, it will destroy ecosystems and the scenery will not be attractive causing lower tourism, lowering the economy in the area (Nation.Cymru, 2023). This shows that any matters scape or physical place can be multiple landscape. This localized perception is centred around meaning and symbols that the Towy Valley holds for locals (Greider, and Garkovich, 1994; Sampson and Goodrich, 2009). Nationality is another social construct that has been shown to play a role in creating people’s various landscapes (Buyhoff et al., 1983; Aoki, 1999). This is a form of powers scapes due to your nationality will likely influence your religion, education, politics, and ideology (Jacobs, 2006).
Age is another social perspective that can change landscapes. A child sees a tree as a playground. Whereas a less mobile early person might see a piece of nature that can be marvelled at (Balling & Falk, 1982). Politics is another area that can affect the creation of a landscape due to the different polices created it can cause the population to change perspectives, causing the creation of new landscapes (Taylor & Lennon, 2012). Politics can also directly impact landscapes as they can be changed due to legislation being passed such as the example given above about the Towy valley pylons. This could be a form of green washing which is often seen in politics through hypercritical actions. This kind of trickery can be seen as propaganda due to the political leaders lying to gain finical benefits. This in turn will change cultural history so that leaders can maintain social control to keep the finical benefits they receive (Duineveld, 2006). This will create different landscapes again. 
Symbols and concepts created through religious political and historical transforms the natural environment so that people can organise their self-definitions to fit into the social world. Landscapes are shown to be reflections of people’s perspectives of society depending on their various viewpoints within civilisation. Due to how landscapes are created, landscapes can be changed without changing the physical place at all. For example, a dry-stone wall to most people is just a wall. However, once you understand that the lichen growing on the wall and the other plant growth indicates the age of the wall (Powell, et al., 2019). This will open a whole cultural and historical journey through that place and landscape. This essentially gives greater connectivity to certain places bringing about a sense of place. It is through education that this has occurred. Finding this sense of place which creates a landscape has been shown to be created through learning the historical and cultural meanings behind our places (Williams, 2020). Therefore, a sense of place supports the assertion that landscape is a social construction because a sense of place is created through social homework that changes the perception on of the place thus creating the new landscape. This demonstrates that through education our perspectives can change creating new landscapes, be that ecological, horticultural, historical, and cultural (Aoki, 1999).  Sense of place from the point of view of constructing landscapes as a social creation (Stedman, 2003). Education has created a different perspective of the land within me due to understanding the importance it holds for psychological health. This has been drawn from Louv (2012) and Wilson (1948) who highlight the importance of engagement with natural spaces. This has changed the perception of natural spaces for many people as shown by the pandemic many people retreated to nature for support to counter the stress and anxiety caused by the pandemic (Lemme, 2020). 
Another example is a sea cliff, it can be perceived as a climbing venue, an area for bird watching or a mental health combatant. This place creates a space for hobbies which could potentially have a difference of perception of how to use the space (Kaplan & Herbert, 1987; Aoki, 1999). A hot topic for landscapes is the difficulties surrounding fisherman and paddlers which can often lead to physical altercations. This is due to the differences of concepts of what the river means to the two groups and they both believe they are correct. Through these social mechanisms we can see that two district landscapes have been formed both for relaxation and enjoyment. This factor that changes the perception of the fisherman and paddlers is based off the perceived affordances that the river and the banks afford them (Gieseking and Mangold, 2014).
Running a gardening business allows me to be a landscape architect (Jørgensen, K. et al., 2022). I work with introducing different plants, organic matter, water, and sun light into clients’ green spaces to give them the perception of relaxation and enjoyment. As I build a garden or green space for a client, I am considering their cultural background, the history of the area, whilst also creating an ecological balance. This is so that the client will have a perception of the space I have created and I should have lead them to see the landscape I had envisioned. Upon reflection I was sub-consciously doing this already ,however, it can now be used as a tool for creating a human affected space with social meanings and symbolisms. Landscape allows me to draw a picture of the land using historical and cultural meanings and symbols. Landscape is essential a tool for creating deeper connectedness with the land or place and in turn a sense of place. I perceive the land at an organic level as well due to work, hobbies such as wood working, archery and arboriculture. As I am in environments that are mostly natural these are the lenses I see with. These lenses that I have created are due to my education and affiliation with the local culture and history. For example Carmarthenshire has a accident history of being the elite archers in Europe (Brecon Story, 2023). This has created a yearning to learn and actively explore this historical culture. Which in turn has changed my perception of the landscape. Now when I am paddling, climbing, or walking I see every piece of wood as a potential project. 
To summarise Landscape is made from the physical matterscape (Jacobs, 2006) whilst reflecting societies symbols and meanings (Aoki, 1999; Greider and Garkovich, 1994). Each person can create multiple landscapes due to their perceptions of that place. These perceptions can be changed for several reasons. Such as education on history, culture, and the environment. Adding to this politics can dictate various social perceptions due to policy making on consumerism and educating the population. Cultural history can play a role in creating different landscapes as well due to the attachment created to the land, which can lead into a sense of place. Hobbyists who use the same places have also been shown to have alternative landscapes due to there use of the physical space and the affordances it provides them (Gieseking and Mangold, 2014). Religion can change landscapes and can be diverse due to varying beliefs and philosophies. Education has shown to create landscapes due to it’s changes in perception of the land which is linked with a sense of place and finding connected with the land (Williams, 2020). Politics in this way is linked to education as the polices put forth are often to ‘educate’ the population around the land and how to sustain it. These social perspectives are created and without them the landscape would disappear. Though the land would remain, it is the application of a social being to the land that creates the landscape (Gailing, and Leibenath, 2015).
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