Dating/Database Exercise		Megan Arthur
Dating Exercise (Medieval)

(a) The modern equivalent of the medieval date given in this document is 22nd August 1385.

To begin, I located the date of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the Handbook of Dates for Students of British History: 15th August. Then, to find the date for the 8th year of King Richard II's reign, I used the Handbook of British Chronology. King Richard II's reign began in 1377; therefore, the eighth year of his reign is 1385. Then, to discover the Thursday following the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, I first had to find what day of the week the Assumption took place. To do this, I used Table 3 in the Handbook of Dates for Students of British History, which listed 15th August as a Thursday. Therefore, the following Thursday would be 22nd August. 

(b) The modern equivalent of the medieval date given in this document is 23rd July 1250. 

To begin, I searched the Handbook of Dates for Students of British History to discover the date of St Mary Magdalena, which is 22nd July. Therefore, the following day is 23rd July. Then, to learn the first year of Bishop Anian of St Asaph's pontificate, I used the Handbook of British Chronology. I was able to locate Bishop Anian by utilising information from his predecessors and discovered that he was consecrated in November 1249. Therefore, the following July in 1250 is the date in question, and is in the first year of Bishop Anian's pontificate.

(c) The modern equivalent of the medieval date given in this document is 25th
February 1311. 

Since I was not sure which King Edward this document referred to, I began by identifying the first year of John de Ketene's episcopate. In the Handbook of British Chronology, I discovered that John de Ketene, or John Ketton, was consecrated on 6th September 1310. Using the year 1310, I identified that I needed to search for King Edward II. I used the Handbook of British Chronology to confirm his accession date as 8th July 1307. The fourth year of King Edward II's reign spanned July 1310 to 1311, and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene spanned September 1310 to 1311. Because of this, I knew that the date would be the Thursday after Ash Wednesday, between September 1310 and July 1311. Using the table of Chronological Dates of Easter Days in the Handbook of Dates for Students of British History, I discovered that Easter Day in 1311 was on 11th April. To determine the date of Ash Wednesday, I counted back 46 days from Easter, since Lent is the 46 days between Ash Wednesday and Easter. This led to 24th February being designated as Ash Wednesday in 1311. Therefore, the day following Ash Wednesday is 25th February. 

(d) I have decided on an estimated date of issue for this document as sometime between January and November 1129. 

To date, this document is essential to determine which King Henry is being discussed. To do this, I decided to research Geoffrey Ridel. Since this document concerns custody and distribution of his lands, it is reasonable to assume he has died, which provides the earliest possible date for my estimate. I discovered, using the book William Rufus, that Rigel was killed by drowning in 1120. Using this date, I established that this charter was issued by King Henry I, whose reign spanned 1100 to 1135, therefore providing the latest possible date for my estimate. From here, I began to research the witnesses. I first researched Geoffrey de Clinton, a chamberlain to the King, and discovered in Collections for a History of Staffordshire that he died in 1133, further narrowing the possible date. While researching, I read The Records of Merton Priory in the County of Surrey, which listed Simon, the Dean of Lincoln, among a chronological list of witnesses to charters by King Henry I, spanning the years 1121-1135. While this supported the current estimate of sometime between 1120 and 1133, it did not provide further insight to narrow these dates. Then, I searched for information on Earl Rannulf of Chester, and discovered, in Lordship and Medieval Urbanisation: Coventry, 1043-1355, that he became Earl of Chester sometime in 1129. To narrow the dates down further, I then researched Nigel d'Aubigny, another witness. Significantly, while reading Early Yorkshire Charters, I discovered that d'Aubigny had died in November of 1129. 

This constrains the issuance of the charter to sometime between January and November 1129, after Rannulf became Earl of Chester, but before the death of Nigel d'Aubigny.
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