Harbour Porpoise Details
· General
· 1.5-2.0m long

· Max weight 85kg

· Acoustic detection range around 5km

· Coastal preference

· High metabolism so proximity to food is vital

· Distribution
· Northern Hemisphere species

· Resident population – i.e. some remain around coastal areas all year round

· Their habitat ranges from Swansea Bay in the East to Carmarthen Bay in the West

· Influx in numbers at certain times of the year (Spring and Autumn in particular)

· They do not appear to have a spatial preference 


· Key lifecycle occurrences
· Giving birth (parturition) in late April/May

· Mating takes place in late summer (Aug/Sept)


· Social behaviour
· Solitary animals

· Exist singularly or in mother/calf pairings

· Sometimes trios represent mother, last year’s juvenile and this year’s calf

· Sometimes larger aggregations for lucrative feeding

· Feeding habits
· Largely feed on oily fish

· Opportunistic feeders

· Consume 3-5kg of food per day

· Hunt alone and use bathymetric features to herd fish

· Wrecks and glacial pots where fish congregate

· Often feed around sandbanks (sandeels Ammodytes spp.)


· Breeding habitats
· Annual breeder

· High productivity low investment strategy

· Some breeding areas have been identified locally but they could give birth anywhere

· Usually where currents are weaker

· Reaction to vessels
· Generally negative – will not approach vessels

· Larger vessels (low frequency) less disturbing

· Smaller vessels (high frequency) more reaction

· Speed and way in which the vessel is being driven is equally important
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