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Written summary 

People who work within the performing industry should have a variety of different skills to make them successful. If a performer lacks one of these skills, it could affect how well they do in the industry. Every performer has different strengths and weaknesses. This is what makes every performer successful and individual. 
One skill a performer should have been to have confidence. Performing for a large group of people can be scary. When being a performer, it is essential to be confident in your performance. Yes, it is normal to feel anxious under these kinds of circumstances, but as a professional performer, it is essential to learn to control your anxiety and turn it into a positive experience so you can enjoy yourself. When a performer starts developing competition in the industry, it is important to have confidence and self-belief as it will help you stand out in places like auditions, gigs and shows.  
Having a good singing voice is a good thing but it is essential for singers to have a good since of rhythm, timing and tone when singing. When looking for auditions or jobs for a singer, a lot of the time the application will ask if you have received musical training from a professional. When having musical training, you will develop these skills that are essential when working in the performing industry and it will also help you when looking for jobs. 
When training to be a singer, it is essential to learn to have an emotional awareness while performing. Singing can give off many diverse types of emotion, such as happiness, sadness, excitement, etc. It is important that the performer understands that their performance can bring different emotions to audience members. As well as this, whether you are singing live or in a recording studio, being in the present moment is essential for keeping a connection and emotion while singing your song. 

Similarity score 
I scored a similarity score of 14%. Personally, this is an ideal score as I was able to paraphrase well when writing this easy. When writing, I realised that looking at different actuals that talk about similar things helped me think about how to write about the topic in my own words. Also, I found looking for articles on essential skills quite easy as there was a lot of information on how to develop the skills and why they are important. Although I found it hard writing about this topic in 300 words as there is a lot of information to write about.



Review 

[bookmark: _Int_u821XVJc]On the 26th of October, I visited the Wales Millennium Centre to watch the musical Everybody’s Talking About Jamie. The show is about a 16-year-old boy named Jamie who wants to be a drag queen. He does not quite fit into a group in school; however, he has a loving supportive mum who helps his dreams come true. 
[bookmark: _Int_HJVhqn9o][bookmark: _Int_7AHmm9O8]Before going to watch the show, I had high expectations of the production as the show was directed by Matt Ryan. He started his career by working with people like Trevor Nunn and John Caird on the original production of Les Miserable and has gone on to direct shows like Miss Saigon, Sweeny Todd, and My Fair Lady. His most recent work was being the director of the touring Tim Firth and Gary Barlow’s musical Calendar Girl and Everybody’s talking about Jamie. As well as this, Kate Price choreographed the production which made me think the dances in this production would be high quality as Kate Price has worked on things like So You Think You Can Dance (BBC), Top of The Pops (BBC), and Strictly Dance Fever (BBC).
When arriving at the theatre, there were merchandise stands with t-shirts, hoodies, bottles, and gifts to buy with the show's logo on them. They were at a reasonable price and decent quality too. When I got to my seat, I was pleasantly surprised with the view I had of the stage. I sat in the upper stalls with a direct front view of stage where I was able to see the full production without restrictions. 
[bookmark: _Int_FLjGpako]The show started with the cast sitting in a classroom talking about the careers they want in the future and then goes on to a song called “And You Don’t Even Know It” where the actor who plays Jamie (Ivano Turco) and the ensemble sing and dance. In my opinion, I thought this was an amazing way to start the show as the cast did so well to perform such an iconic song in musical theatre. The choreography and vocals mixed into one made that musical number an exceptional way to start the show.
The actor, Ivano Turco, did an excellent job in the role of Jamie New. Before playing the part of Jamie, he made his West End debut in the original cast of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Cinderella as Prince Sebastian. His interpretation of the character can come across as very relatable for a young audience as he played the role of a vulnerable 16-year-old who feels like he does not fit in into society which many people could relate to. His rendition of the song “The Wall in My Head” was breath taking as he made the performance quite emotional. The song is about how Jamie has always had anxiety about his dream of being a drag queen as he is nervous of what people will think and say about him. Ivano Turco sang and performed this song to perfection as he was able to show the feelings and emotions the character of Jamie is going through in this part of the production. “With a genuine helping of emotion and a real authenticity, few shows manage, Everybody’s Talking About Jamie sensitively brings this much-needed message of inclusivity and being true to yourself to the stage – and boy is the time right for that!” - Daz Gale (written review). Another song Ivano Turco performed amazingly was “Ugly in This Ugly World.” This song is another emotional song and is emotional to watch. Ivano did a brilliant job of showing the emotions the character is feeling throughout this song. He performed this song in a beautiful way to show how exposed and vulnerable Jamie is and feels in this part of the show.

The moment that stood out the most to me was the musical number “Everybody’s talking about Jamie.” The choreography (choreographed by Kate Price) throughout this song and the vocals were outstanding. It was a brilliant way to open the second act as it was like watching a party on stage. I thought it was a clever and humorous way to show how students in school gossip about things that happen to their fellow students in a high school setting. The cast did an exceptional job of bringing the energy and fun back to the theatre after the interval break. 
In conclusion, I thought the production was outstanding. Every one of the cast members was amazing and did a brilliant job of putting on an excellent performance in the production. The solo songs were filled with a range of emotions as well as beautiful vocals. The ensemble numbers were fun with lovely harmonies and impressive choreography. I would highly recommend this musical theatre production to anyone as it was a heartwarming story with an amazing cast to tell it.













Reflection 

On November the 28th, I had a performance class led by Camilla Roberts. In this class, we focused on two songs together called ‘Dyin’ ain’t so bad’ from ‘Bonnie and Clyde the Musical’ and ‘Somewhere’ from ‘West Side Story.’ 
The first thing I did was sing through both songs and then we worked on how I can perform the two songs. Camilla and I talked about the synopsis of both musicals and where in the show these songs are performed. This helped me understand what the character is thinking and feeling through the performance. This also helped me understand what facial expressions, posture, and movement to use to make the performance authentic. 
When working on dyin’ ain’t so bad from Bonnie and Clyde the musical, I thought about the different themes throughout the song. The main theme throughout this song is love. Bonnie is trying to explain that she would rather die than be alone without Clyde. Bonnie sings this song as if she has nothing else in life other than her love for Clyde and if that disappears then she has nothing. As well as this, another theme throughout this song is hope. She wants Blanche to understand how she feel about Clyde, and she is hopeful that Blanche will understand. I took all this information into account and made the decision that this performance would be sad. I would also show passion to show how much Bonnie loves Clyde and the sacrifices she would do for him. After watching Laura Onens perform this song through a YouTube clip, it made me think of other ways to interpret the performance. In the performance Laura did, she starts by being quite timid and introverted which makes it seem like she is not confident in what she is singing about. This shows that the character Bonnie could be slightly unsure whether she believes what she is saying. Then towards the end of the song she starts to get more confident and knows that she loves Clyde. When I performed this after doing the research, I felt more confident and surer in myself as I understood the back story in more detail than I did. This made my performance of the song more authentic as I was able to put my own take on the song as well as being inspired by other women who have performed this song before. 
When being in performance class, we discuss a lot about giving your performance a ‘given circumstance.’ When giving a performance a given circumstance, you need to think about the who, what, when, where, and why. So, when singing a song form a musical theatre production, it is more understandable to know who you are, what is going on, when the song is in the show, where are you, and why are you singing it. “Singing and acting are very similar. Singing makes you reach into your deepest feelings. Singing is an extension of everything that you do when you're acting.” - Meryl Streep. As a class we talk about the importance of acting while singing and we do this by using facial expressions or body language. If you incorporate these into your performance, it will bring the audience in and make them interested and invested into your performance. 
[bookmark: _Int_aHtl3JBZ][bookmark: _Int_sTNuBfak]When working on somewhere from West Side Story, I went through the same process as I did for the song dyin’ ain’t so bad. As the songs have quite a similar meaning, it was an easy process to go through as I understood how to act through a song that has similar themes. West Side Story is a take on Romeo and Juliet which means a main theme in this song is love, like the song dyin’ ain’t so bad. In the song Maria is singing about how she wants to be with Tony forever despite their families fude. The lyric “there’s a place for us, somewhere a place for us” gives the impression that they are madly in love, and they will do anything to stay together. In my practice, I thought adding vulnerability to this performance would make it more real and understanding in how Maria feels in this situation. In my opinion, this part of the production could come across quite vulnerable as Maria and Tony are confessing that they love each other and cannot live without each other. When practicing in class, Camilla and I did an exercise where I sang the song to her as if I were Maria and she was Tony. This helped me get more into character as I was able to sing the song to someone which took the performance to a better standard. 
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