Script for safeguarding -
[bookmark: _Int_ybMhKGBv]Hello, my name is Eve Davies student number 2502376, and, in this scenario, I am the classroom teacher with a three-year-old called Joseph, whose behaviour has significantly changed within the last 3 months. Joseph has become withdrawn, arriving at school with dirty clothes and personal hygiene has deteriorated. Following Neath Port Talbot Council’s safeguarding procedures, I consulted with my Designated Safeguarding Lead, Kate, with my concerns about Joseph. After reporting my concerns to Kate, we spoke with the mother, Jessica, together and Jessica was unable to explain the changes in Joseph. We are also aware of another incident this morning involving Joseph and his younger sibling Emily who is one years old. An unfamiliar male arrived with Emily and Joseph who smelled strongly of alcohol which has raised our concerns as an educational setting.
As an early year's practitioner, I have a duty to safeguard every child within my care as noted in the Social Services and Wellbeing Act (2014). Safeguarding children is everyone within an educational setting’s responsibility and practitioners have a duty to react and report immediately if they have any concerns about a child’s welfare. This is also highlighted in Keeping Learners Safe (2022), which the Welsh Government has noted that safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and that all school staff must be alert to any concerns and respond accordingly.
Every child has rights under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) but in this scenario the rights that apply to Joseph is Article 3 which states that when adults are making decisions on behalf of the child, they should have the child’s best interests, they should do what is best for the child. As well as article 3, article 19 also applies here as it is the right to be protected from any type of violence and neglect by anyone who looks after them (UNICEF, 2022).
My role in this situation with Joseph, is not to investigate or prove abuse but to remain professional and carefully observe Joseph, record information and report anything further to Kate, my designated safeguard lead. To follow good practice, I would note down what I have observed, including dates and times, noting down any conversations had, Joseph appearance and behaviour and in doing this I need to avoid personal opinions and assumptions. 
Joseph's deteriorating hygiene, dirty clothing, withdrawn behaviour and the arrival of Joseph with an unfamiliar male that had a strong smell of intoxication are recognised factors of neglect. As noted by the NSPCC (2025) neglect can be defined as the ongoing failure to meet a child’s basic needs, this can be physical, emotional, educational and medical. 
After reporting my concerns to Kate, my Designated Safeguarding Lead, Kate asked if I could note down anything I observed before making a report to social care. As per Wales Safeguarding Procedures, this is the correct guidance to follow. The process is then to wait for Children’s Social Services will assess the information given and make their own investigation, potentially ask for further information or clarification and decide based on the information given (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2025). If Social Services believe there is harm to Joseph and Emily, they can begin investigations and enquires under the Children's Act (1989). 
Although Joseph is only three years old, we must consider the voice of the child. With the age of Joseph, he might communicate through behaviour and play rather than using his words. This is why observations are important in this situation as Joseph might display certain behaviours that can indicate what is happening in his home life rather than asking him questions regarding what is happening at home. 
We must also consider Joseph’s younger sibling, Emily. Having safeguarding concerns regarding Joseph might also indicate that Emily is also at risk of harm. Within this conference, Emily will also be discussed as she might also be affected by the ongoing home situation but to ensure that Emily is properly considered there might have to be another conference held to discuss Emily (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2025). But as Emily is not a pupil with us in school, we do not have any direct observation of her. Any information we do have regarding Emily must be in line with General Data Protection Regulation (2018). 
As Joseph’s classroom teacher, it is my responsibility to address safeguarding concerns early, follow the correct procedures and report any concerns to Kate, my designated safeguarding lead. Through this conference, information can be shared with different agencies to assess the risk of harm to both Joseph and Emily and support them. 
Thank you for listening. 

