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The United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child (UNCRC) is a statement containing the rights of child. Unicef (2017) defines this statement as being ‘the most widely-ratified international human rights treaty in history’. 

Save the children have identified that the rights of a child only started to be considered in the 19th and 20th century.
The first milestone in the history of children’s rights was in 1924, however it didn’t get adopted by the UN until 1989. Now in 2017 the majority of child based establishments in Britain are rights respecting and more and more children are becoming aware of their rights.   

What is the UNCRC? 
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The convention is made up of 54 articles:
Articles 1- 42 are based on the child.
Articles 43-54 are based on the implementation of the rights and how the government and organisations will help support children’s rights. (Every child 2010)



The convention has currently been signed by 191 countries, however there are currently only 2 countries that have not backed the convention. These are Somalia and the US. Although the other countries have agreed to it, it does not mean they are following and respecting the rights of the children in their country. 


Although there are 54 articles with in the convention, there are 4 articles that underpin the following 50. These are known as general articles. The Children’s rights Wales has said through adopting this approach the Convention becomes ‘more than a mere list of obligations and instead acquires a soul’ This can be clearly observed in a variety of settings with the excitement it brings to children. They are excited by their rights and the thought of exploring them. The four general articles are 2,3,6 and 12. These can be seen below in the form of a diagram. 
The importance of respecting the voice of the child. 


Why is the voice of the child important?


The voice of the child is crucial to their development and well-being as it provides them with a sense of self-worth and positive self-esteem. Munro (2011) has said that Children and young people should "have a voice and be listened to". It is considered a basic right that children have a voice which is why the UNCRC included it in their convention. Although children are entitled to have their views listened to, this does not mean that parents and carer’s views are no longer valid. As the adult they do still have the final say if it is what is best for the child, but the child’s voice should always be considered.  This view is supported by the Department of education 2014 who feel that children and young people should have opportunities to express their opinion in matters that affect their lives. They have said that by listening and allowing pupils to have their own voice you are allowing them to contribute to their own achievement as well as encouraging them to become active participants in a democratic society. This is promoted using school councils. 
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This clearly shows the four general articles, and how they work together for the best of the child and underpin the remaining 50 articles. Source:CRW, 2010.




Article 7- Children have the right to a name, identity and a nationality. 
This article underpins the Child citizenship act 2000 which looks at the status of a child and their eligibility to live and become a citizen of that country. (US citizenship and immigration service’s 2017).  

Article 19- The right to feel cared for and free from abuse by people who care for you. Children’s safeguarding and well-being is paramount in everything we do in schools, this is why as a school we closely follow the All Wales child protection act 2008. (AWCPA) The NSPCC has said that the AWCPA ‘provides a common set of child protection procedures for every safeguarding board in Wales.’ This ensures that as professional practitioners we are always doing what is best for the child. To promote this act there are the All Wales child protection procedures. (AWCPP) which is an essential part of safeguarding children and promoting their welfare. (Gov.Wales 2017).

Article 28- Children have the right to an education.
The UNCRC defines a child as anyone under the age of 18. Once a child has reached statutory age of requirement it is their decision as to whether they want to access further education but until the age of 16 it is compulsory to be in a form of education. It is also a child’s right to education if they have a disability or an additional need.  This can be observed in settings using multi-agency approaches, as all children should be able to access education. They may need assistance through the use of interpreters, signers or even speech and language therapists, but they are then still accessing an education to the level they require. This article also underpins the foundation phase in Wales, that allows children to have an education through the use of play.
 

Article 3- All organisations concerned with a child should do what is best for them. Regardless of what of setting a child is in, the organisations has a duty of care to them. It is a legal requirement that all schools have a safe guarding policy. This ensures that all staff are aware of the policies and procedures. Ysgol Pen Y Bryn have stated in their safe guarding policy that they feel the main aims of the policy are to ensure that all pupils know they will be listened to and to be able to communicate any concerns which they may have and to ensure that staff are clear about their individual responsibilities for understanding and reporting procedures.  Schools safeguarding policies are in conjunction with other forms of legislation Such as;  The All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008, code of practice for staff and The frame work for the assessment of children in need 2002. 

Article 4- The government has a responsibility to ensure a child’s rights are protected. They must help your family to protect your rights and create an environment where you can grow and reach your potential. 
Sally Holland the children’s commissioner for Wales is currently backing this article as she has stated that between 2016-19 she wants to promote children’s safety in schools and at home. As well as looking at poverty and social inequalities (ChilcomWales.org) This is something that is evident in all settings, a child will never be left out or discriminated against because of their socio-economic background.
Having identified the importance of protecting the rights and welfare of children and young people the Welsh assembly government decided that there was a necessity to create a role with a specific goal of achieving this. This role was created in 2001 when Peter Clarke become the first children’ commissioner in Wales and the UK. (The Guardian 2005)









Examples of how schools can promote children’s rights have been observed in settings through the following:
· Schools across the nation are now creating their own rights councils where the children are creating their own rights respecting school mascot who helps them to promote their rights around the school.
· Right of the month- introduced during assemblies.
· Display them around the school- Put article 16 ‘You have the right to privacy’ on the changing rooms or toilets etc. 
· Class charters have been created through the use of the UNCRC. 
How schools can promote rights
Articles supported by schools 










This logo is commonly seen in and around schools that have achieved the status of a Rights respecting school. (Source google images)
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Is the UNCRC effective? 

Jones and Walker (2011) previously felt that there were flaws with the convention as there was a lack of children’s participation towards the rights and that there was no understanding of the effects that poverty and inequalities had on children and their families.
 This is something that the government has spent a lot of time over the past 7 years trying to rectify. Children are now the main focus behind the rights and are now taking control of them. 
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