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I. Module Description

“Heresy” is a label that has at turns been useful, unpredictable, and sometimes dangerous throughout the history of Western civilisation. From the earliest missionary endeavours of the Christian church to contemporary political discourse, the concept of heresy has often been invoked to motivate the faithful. But critical questions remain. What is the difference between heresy and orthodoxy? What constitutes a religious “authority”? How are the limits of religious tolerance discerned? And what is the significance of religious deviance? This course will examine the nature of heresy and the theological dynamics of its relation to the question of “normativity”. It will illustrate these dynamics by attending to some of the more notable heresies within the Christian tradition, examining the substance of their teaching and assessing the nature of their deviance from the Christian gospel. 

Module Aim
· To introduce students to the nature and substance of Christian heresies

Learning Outcomes

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· Give a summary description of the nature of heresy.
· Discuss the nature of heresy and the theological dynamics of normativity.
· Identify several major Christian heresies and discuss the historical setting of the controversy.   
· Describe the doctrinal interests at play in several major Christian heresies and assess their significance for Christian faith and practice. 
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II. Course Outline

Introduction to Heresy

I. The Nature of Heresy
	A. Heresy and History 
		- Heresy and the History of Dogma
		-  Heresy and the Challenge of ”Profane“ Church History
		- Christian Origins and the Unity of the Church
		- Modernity, Ideology Critique and the Politics of “Heresy”

	B.	Heresy and Faith
		- Divine Teaching and the Forms of the Word of God
		- Christian Faith and Confession
		- On the Relation Between Orthodoxy and Orthopraxy
[bookmark: _GoBack]		- Faith, Discernment, and the Moral Hazards of Heresy

	C.	Heresy and Community
		- Tradition, Heresy, and the Nature of the Church
		- The Authority of the Church 

II. Heresies — 
	A.	Arianism
	B.	Manichaeism 







III. Assessments

1.  Portfolio Project: This is worth 50% of the total module grade. 

Component 1: Definition of ”Heresy” — produce a brief definition on the Christian concept of ”heresy”, and then unpack your definition (500 word maximum). Discuss the nature and relevant features of heresy, as well as its relation to the concept of “orthodoxy”. You should provide biblical and theological reasons supporting your definition. It is recommended that the student make use of the assigned and recommended readings for this assignment. You should be prepared to discuss your definition of heresy in class. This will be worth 20% of the portfolio project, and will be submitted online via Turnitin. Due:  10:00 am, 21 September 2018  

Component 2: New Testament Survey on False Teaching/Teachers — select a book of the New Testament (or perhaps a few smaller books, e.g., the Pastoral Epistles), and produce a 1,500 word analysis of its handling of the topic of false teaching/teachers. Students should have their selection approved by the module coordinator and be prepared to discuss their findings with the class. This will be worth 40% of the portfolio project, and will be submitted online via Turnitin. Due:  10:00 am, 28 September 2018 

Component 3: Powerpoint — create a powerpoint presentation on a prominent Christian heresy explaining its historical origin, its biblical and theological content, and finally, its significance for an orthodox Christian faith and practice. Students can pick any of the following heresies: Adoptionism, Docetism, Donatism, Eutychianism Modalism, Modernism, Pelagianism, Tritheism. This will be worth 40% of the portfolio project. It will be presented in class and submitted online via Turnitin. Due:  10:00 am, 12 October 2018 

2. Written Assessment: Theological Theses — produce 8-12 theses (roughly 2,000 words) with summary description and assessment of an assigned reading. A sign-up sheet will be provided by the module coordinator. You will select and sign-up to write your disputations on one the assigned readings (one person per reading). Your theses will be presented in class and will serve as the basis for group discussion of the assigned reading. This assignment is worth 50% of the total module grade, and will be submitted online via Turnitin. Due: As Assigned by Module Coordinator
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