EAEE6004/C							1602227
[image: ]My Idea

Practitioners and parents may have negative views on dogs because of what they may have seen in the media 
My idea is for practitioners and parents to have a new understanding of dogs and how they can help with children's development. This would involve bringing dogs into lessons to help with children’s concentration and motivation, to learn how to care for dogs, how much food and water a dog needs. For many reasons children may not be allowed pets at home, and it is my view that animals should be a part of children’s lives as they have a natural connection. 
From research I have found, it was said that there is strong evidence to say that dogs can help with children’s reading, children may feel more confident to read to a dog as they may feel that they are not being judged. For children who are not as confident at reading I would like to have reading mornings each week, where under supervision, children can read to dogs. It was also found, that dogs like to be read to as they find it calming. 
Teaching children dog safety is also important, as there are a lot of cases where children are being mauled by dogs, parents may have not seen this coming as they thought the dog was friendly and would leave children unsupervised. However, in some cases, the dog may not necessarily be unfriendly, but children may not have noticed the signs of the dog wanting space. I would like to see lessons where professionals come in to teach children dog body language and how animals also have emotions, do practical lessons on what to do if a strange dog runs to them in a park. 
As part of promoting a healthy lifestyle, small groups could take a dog for a walk to the park, this is a good way of making exercise fun, some children may not have the chance to do this at home.
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Why would this be good for Early Years development?

There is evidence to say that bringing dogs into lessons will give children more confidence, making the quieter children come out of their shell. Learning about looking after the dogs will teach children to be compassionate about others, teaching them that other people have needs too. It will also help children understand companionship and building bonds with others. 
It has also been said that dogs may help children with additional learning needs, as well as brining the quieter children out of their shell, it may help to keep children calm if they are distressed. 
It was also said that using dogs as listeners for children to read can benefit the quieter children who do not have the confidence to read with a teacher or practitioner. 
It can help to promote a healthy lifestyle and help children to concentrate better after being outdoors. 
This links to The Foundation Phase, as it promotes, oracy, numeracy by measuring food and water, being creative by doing small activities on the side such as drawing, and children could create a story around dogs or other animals. It also links to The Foundation Phase by teaching children to be kind and building their self-esteem.
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For additional information: 
 
https://practicaloutcomes.edu.au/2017/12/06/four-ways-animals-improve-childrens-development/
 
https://www.thebluedog.org/en/i-want-a-dog/benefits-of-a-dog-in-the-family/improved-child-development
 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/health/news/8075612/Dogs-for-autistic-children-help-stress-and-behaviour.html
 
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/barkandread 
 
 
 
 
 


Who are the stakeholders?
 
The main stakeholders would be the children, as this idea is mainly for their development, other stakeholders are practitioners, teachers and parents, as it will help them to learn new ways to teach children, to be more confident in how animals can be used to teach the children. 
 

Barriers to consider may be: 
 
Money, the school would need to consider if it can afford to get an expert in to safeguard children and staff, if they can afford to pay for the care of the dog.
 
Parents may not agree to let their child take part, they would need to fully understand, and may even want to be with their child, the school should send home consent forms and an alternative if a parent does not want their child to take part.
 
Health and safety, the dog would need to be fully trained, had a full health check and supervised by professional. 
 
Allergies, some children may have allergic reactions, parents may not have known about their child being allergic if they have never had animals. A nurse would need to be present if a child has an allergic reaction. 
 


Part two
This section is going to talk about the reasons why bringing dogs into schools can be good for children’s development and help children with additional learning needs. It will talk about parents and teachers views on bringing dogs into schools, and what schools need to consider, such as allergies and sanitation. 
As well as bringing dogs into class to practice taking care of them and interacting with them, topics such as dog safety should be taught. This idea comes from past experiences and news articles of children being mauled by dogs in parks. Think fun (2016) states that dog body language is a learned skill that children should be taught so they know when a dog is not friendly or does not want to be fussed. Children can misunderstand what dogs are feeling for example when a dog bares their teeth, children may think they are smiling, to keep children safe from harm they should be taught what a relaxed dog looks like. Practitioners and parents should tell children they must ask permission before approaching a dog, particularly if a dog is on a lead, and should never attempt to pet a dog who is eating, sleeping or playing with a toy, as they may bite when they feel they have to protect their territory. This will teach children that dogs have feelings and personality and have things they do and do not like. Not all dogs want to be fussed by people, a good way of keeping children safe from harm is to teach children the consent test. Under supervision, when the children are around the animals, before patting a dog’s chest or rubbing under the chin, let the dog sniff the back of the hand, if the dog walks away the child should not pet it. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lessons and be made fun by keeping them practical, such as the tree game. When the child is approached by a dog they should stand still, with their arms by their side, look down and keep still and silent. This is because dogs may react when a child runs in excitement. 

according to little zaks (2018) children have a connection with animals, keeping them interacted with them can deepen this connection and promote their development. 
When children are asked to care for another living creature, they learn how important it is to be compassionate of other living things. Protecting and caring for an animal will in turn be how they treat other people. 
Children learn about reasonability, by feeding, cleaning up after animals and playing with them, children learn how they are dependant on them. However, Severson (2014) says there is research to say that they do more than that, and that dogs have positive outcomes for children on the autism spectrum disorder, and attention-deficit hyperactive disorder as research has shown benefits such as increased social interaction and reduces stress and aggressive behaviour. 

There is evidence to say that animals help with children’s social and emotional development as they engage in companionship with a dog, children tend to talk to them and play pretend with the dog playing different characters. 

The blue dog (2019) agrees with this as it found from a study that a dog being present help keep children’s attention, and according to Smith (2010) a study of 42 families of children with autism was taken and it was found that their stress levels were lowered after the dog was introduced to them. The parents had reported that they had fewer tantrums from the children, and it lowered their anxiety levels. 

practical outcomes (2017) says that children can develop skills linked in with The Foundation Phase, such as literacy skills. There are organisations such as “Story dogs” that help children with their reading by allowing them to red to dogs. The non-judgmental nature of dogs allows children to read confidently and have fun. The Kennel club (2019) also agrees with this as it states that reading to dogs will build children’s enthusiasm for reading, and builds their confidence to read aloud, as children can work through a tricky word without feeling that they are being rushed. this is also linked to the foundation phase, for example Personal and Social Development, Well-being and Cultural Diversity Area of Learning. Children learn about how others have feelings, are encouraged to develop their own self-esteem, and taught about keeping themselves safe when it comes to seeing dogs out in parks or when they are shopping with their guardians. 
they are taught literacy and numeracy skills, when measuring how much food and water is needed for the dogs. 

It has been said by Gretchen (2015) that service dogs have increased social skills for children with autism spectrum disorder. According to a survey of 70 parents of children with autism spectrum disorder, it showed that their children had greater social skills when owning dogs. Children also completed the companion animal bonding scale and said they had a strong bond with the dogs. It was said that the bonding with the dogs may be why their social skills increased. 

Noble and Holt (2016) states that dogs reading to children is successful in engaging the children, increasing their motivation, and helping children to enjoy reading, however, it was said that dogs can also be a distraction to children, as they may be excited, which might put schools off the idea. It was said by Noble and Holt (2016) in a trial that the dog was introduced as a member of staff, and made children aware that he is there to do a job, and in time the children got used to them being there
 Another reason why schools may be put off is if the school has a way of helping children to read that works, then they may not think they should try out new ideas. According to Oxford owl (2019) the reading scheme is set so children can take steady steps towards reading at a level they can do, most schemes are phonic-based to start with. Then children may be bringing books home which is colour coded to the level that they are at, for example the Fuzzbuzz series. 

 
Charlottes litter (2014) states that one of the first things to consider when bringing dogs into classrooms on a weekly basics is legal liability. For the school to protect themselves from legal repercussions one thing they can do is send out consent forms, this will give parents a chance to tell the school if their child has an allergy or if for any other reason, they may not want their child around the dogs.

According to Jalongo et al (2004) schools must have policies in place about sanitation and safety. However, this could be turned into a lesson for the children about hygiene, teaching them to wash their hands after being around the dogs, and placing one-time barriers, such as disposable pads, which the dogs can sit on. 

To conclude, there is evidence to say that bringing dogs into lessons will help boost children’s self-esteem, motivation, and reading skills. However, parents and teachers may object to this for reasons such as child safety, hygiene or lack of belief that it will work. 
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