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Interview Schedule and Transcript 

 

I will be asking you some questions about what you think of questioning in lessons. There 

are no right or wrong answers I just want to hear your honest opinion so that I can use it for 

my research. No names will be said so it won’t be known who did these interviews or who 

gave which answers. You do not have to do this interview and if you start you can stop at 

any time. Are you happy to do the interview? There is a green cup and a red cup in front of 

you, so if you want to stop the interview at any time, put the red cup on top of the green one 

to show me to stop, or tell me you do not want to carry on. 

 

Learner response 1. How often does your teacher ask 

questions during lessons? 

 

A Quite a bit. Yeah, a lot. 

B Every day, depends on the lesson… most in 

mental maths and English. 

C Quite a lot. 

D A lot. Sometimes every day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learner response 2. Why do you think that teachers 

ask you questions? 

 

A Because it helps our minds get going. It 

helps us to learn more and understand. 

B To see if you were listening, and to see if 

we have been learning. 

C They want us to learn, want to see how we 

are doing in our work. 

D To see how much you know, for us to learn 

things. 
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Learner response 3. Do you think questions are useful 

to us? Why? 

 

A Yeah, they can be a lot of the time. 

Sometimes we can find out more things. 

B Yes… depends what kind of work. Maybe 

someone else knows the answer that you 

are struggling on. If you ask the teacher can 

explain. [The teacher might ask us] to see 

what level we are on. 

C Yeah, helps us learn. Makes your brain 

work. 

D Yeah, they help us. If someone doesn’t 

know, they can ask. 

Learner response 4. What is your favourite way to 

answer questions? E.g. Think pair 

share, hands up, no hands up, or 

whiteboards?  

 

A I think ‘think pair share’, because you can 

share with your partner…share with each 

other, and help each other out. 

B Shout out the answer because it is quicker.  

I like whiteboards and ‘popcorn’ when you 

can shout out. 

C Hands up pair up. So, you walk around with 

hands up and then when the teacher says a 

random word you high five someone and 

then you are a pair. You tell each other your 

answers. 

D Hands up and hands up pair up. 
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Learner response 7. Do you ever try to give an answer 

that you think the other person 

wants to hear rather than your 

honest opinion? If so, why? 

 

Learner response 5. How much time do you think you 

usually get to answer questions? 

Would you prefer more or less? 

 

A Um… two minutes in mental maths. At least 

ten seconds if the question doesn’t need 

workings out.  

B Depends what kind of questions, between 1 

or 2 minutes or ten to fifteen seconds for 

different questions. 

C One to five minutes. If we don’t need to 

work it out then thirty seconds. 

D Ten seconds when we know it… or long 

questions two minutes. 

Learner response 6. What do you do when a question 

is asked to the class, but you are 

not sure of the answer? E.g. have 

a go/wait for someone else to 

answer? 

 

A Listen to other people’s answers mostly, but 

sometimes I’ll guess. Or go to a teacher 

and ask for help… then ask a friend. 

B Say what I thought of and try but I might be 

wrong. 

C Don’t put my hand up, I wait to hear what 

the answer is. Sometimes try to guess. 

D I ask for help, or wait for the right answer. 
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A No, my own opinion… sometimes I just 

agree with what someone else says if I am 

not sure. 

B Honest answers! But if someone I know is 

smart said something else though, I would 

change.  

C No, my honest opinion all the time. 

D Honest opinion, sometimes both. 

 

 

Learner response 8. During think, pair, share, if your 

answer is different to your 

partner’s, what do you do? 

 

A You tell each other your answers. Then you 

talk about it and choose which one is right. 

B If I think their answer is right then listen to 

them. If we can’t decide then we will check 

it together. 

C Our answers are normally different because 

we have different opinions about things.  

D Try again. Do it together this time. 
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Learner response 10. Do you enjoy discussing what 

you think with a partner? 

 

A Yeah, it is fun to listen to their ideas. 

B Yeah, but I don’t like it when someone 

copies my answer. It is annoying if your 

partner wasn’t listening. 

C Yeah, it is more fun. It’s good to stand up 

and walk around. 

D Yes, I prefer talking to a partner to thinking 

on my own. Sometimes I like to on my own. 

 

 

Learner response 9. Do you enjoy answering 

questions? What do you like 

about them, what do you not. 

 

A Yeah, a lot. It’s a way that you can help 

your mind, and it’s fun to listen to other 

people. Sometimes questions are too hard 

and if they are too long you forget what the 

question is.  

B Depends what kind. If I know the answer 

then I like answering, but I don’t like when I 

don’t know. 

C Yeah, they help me learn and sometimes 

they are easy and sometimes they are 

hard, but the hard questions help you to 

learn. 

D Yes, sometimes. I like them when I can do 

them, I get frustrated when they are hard. I 

like when it’s calm, I lose my patience when 

it is difficult. 
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Learner response 11. Do you think that asking and 

answering questions helps you 

learn? How? 

 

A Yeah, you can listen to other people for 

them to help you. 

B Yes, you can learn things from asking 

questions. You learn from other peoples’ 

answers. 

C Yeah, it’s okay to have the wrong answer… 

but if you are struggling it helps you to learn 

and you can ask someone else for help. 

D Yeah, two different brains so you get more 

ideas. 

 

Learner response 12. How do you get through a hard 

question to answer? 

 

A Break it down. Then ask someone for help. 

B Ask my friend… then ask the teacher. 

C Ask the teacher, or ask a friend. If my friend 

doesn’t know then I ask someone who is 

good at that topic. 

D Phone a friend. Or tell the teacher if I don’t 

know. Sometimes think on my own and see 

if someone can help me. 

 

Yellow – All suggest that AfL (questioning) helps them to progress and allows the teacher to 

do formative assessment by gauging an idea of what the children know. 

 

Green – All relate to Blooms Taxonomy. 

 

Blue – Thinking time. 
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