
 

Objectives 

The objective is a goal that a character wants to achieve. This is often worded in a question form as 
“What do I want?” An objective should be action-oriented, as opposed to an internal goal, in order to 

encourage character interaction onstage. The objective does not necessarily have to be achieved by the 
character and can be as simple as the script permits. For example, an objective for a particular 

character may simply be ‘to pour a mug of tea.’ For each scene, the actor must discover the character’s 
objective. Every objective is different for each actor involved because they are based on the characters 

of the script. 
If we apply this to our daily lives, this is what we want to do right now. My objective, right now is to write 
this information sheet. It’s quite a simple objective but an objective it is, nonetheless. My objective for the 
whole day is to have a productive day despite being really quite tired. 

Super-Objectives 

A super-objective, in contrast, focuses on the entire play as a whole. A super-objective can direct and 
connect an actor’s choice of objectives from scene to scene. The super-objective serves as the final goal 

that a character wishes to achieve within the script. 
In our daily life this is the big goal, the “where do I wanna be in…” question. Mine is to earn a decent living 
from just things I enjoy doing; Teaching, acting and knitting. 

Obstacles 

Obstacles are the aspects that will stop or hinder a character from achieving his or her individual 
objective. For example, while the character searches for tea bags to make the mug of tea, they find that 

there are no teabags in the tin. 
Tiredness would be an obstacle to both my objective for the moment and for the day. If I’m feeling tired I 
may want to forget both tasks, order a pizza and binge on a box set until nightfall. 
The obstacle to my super-objective of being able to make a living solely from the things I love is 
availability of work and and building up my Instagram followers . These are harder obstacles to overcome 
but I have more time to overcome them. For me that time span is my life, for a character it is the life of the 
play. 

Tools or Methods 

Tools or methods are the different techniques that a character uses to surpass obstacles and achieve 
their objective. For example, the character searches around the kitchen, they walk to the shops, or they 

call on the neighbour to be able to make the tea to pour. 
My tool or method for overcoming my tiredness and writing this blog is connected to my super-objective. 
This is where it gets interesting. I shall come to the specifics of that in a minute but will-power and desire 
are my methods for achieving my objective of writing this information sheet. 

Actions 

Actions are referred to as how the character is going to say or do something. More specifically, it as an 
objective for each line. Actions are how a character is going to achieve their objective. For example, a 

line in the script may read, ‘(whilst on the phone) “Hello, Sally. It’s Lynne from next door. You wouldn’t 
happen to have any spare tea bags, would you? I know how well-organized you are.” The Action for this 

line may be ‘to flatter’ in order to achieve the Objective of collecting the tea bags. Actions will be 
different for every single actor based on their character choices.  


