In 500 words compare and contrast the San and with the Mbuti.
	
In this short essay I will be comparing the Mbuti of the Congo with the San or Ju/'hoansi people of the desert. I have only the information of the Anthropologists who studied these peoples work with, I am sceptical of their observations as people are fallible and their perspective is influenced by the era and culture which they themselves reside. Hunter gather societies are of interest to many Anthropologists, I believe this is because of humanities interest in our origins.
Before I highlight the main differences of these two tribes, I will first explain their obvious similarities. Both the Mbuti and the Ju/’hoansi peoples are groups formed around family connections, both come together to hunt and gather resources. Both put great value in their egalitarian way of life. Neither group has a defined leader and though they do have some gender defined roles, each member of either tribe is well versed and knowledgeable about their environment and the skills needed to survive. 
It strikes me that the main differences stem from availability of resources caused by the stark contrast in environmental setting within which they live. 
The Mbuti people live deep in the Congo rainforest and are positively surrounded by all types of flora and fauna, water sources and supplies to improvise shelter are never far from hand. This enables them to live in a very simplistic manner and face the challenges of each day as it comes. They don’t tend to store food as there is always food available in the forest, they needn’t worry about water as it is also readily available. In fact the Mbuti people have almost nothing to fear in the forest of which they are one with, save for the few species of animal which could pose a threat to a lone member of the tribe if he or she happened across them alone. All they fear is the world outside of their island of safety that is the forest and the threats that the wider world is a vast sea of evil angrily lapping at their shore.
The Ju/’hoansi live in the desert under large skies, they are at the mercy of the seasons. A much harsher and adverse environment for humans to thrive, yet nevertheless that is what they do! To achieve this the Ju/’hoansi must employ foresight and a deep understanding of the range of habitable locations where they will firstly be able to secure water sources provided by means of natural wells, the knowledge stretching back from generation to generation. And secondly food for which they rely heavily on a plant based diet, they have developed a metal catalogue of the many hundreds of varieties of plants available and which are edible in order to survive. Storing small caches of foods such as nuts that travel well and aren’t prone to ruin in the scorching heat of the days.
If one wants to learn the differences in peoples, then one examines the stage that society plays out its existence on.
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