Alex Hales-Owen (221576)		HPHI 4903	What does the Newspaper Article ‘The Jews are Guilty’ tell us about Joseph Goebbels and the influence he had on the people of Germany during the Holocaust?
In a weekly Newspaper named Das Reich published on 16th November 1941, an article was published by Joseph Goebbels, Hitler’s Minister of Propaganda titled ‘The Jews are Guilty’.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Randall Bytwerk, Calvin University: German Propaganda Archive, (1998). <https://research.calvin.edu/german-propaganda-archive/goeb1.htm> [Accessed 20/02/2023].] 

This particular article shows us exactly what Goebbels had thought of the Jews, calling them ‘our enemy’[footnoteRef:2] as if to manipulate the German populace into believing that the Jewish people were not just his enemy, not just Hitler’s enemy, but Germany’s enemy and a threat to the country as a whole. One of the first points Goebbels makes is admitting that the treatment of the Jewish people is ‘harsh but more than deserved’.[footnoteRef:3] He justifies his point by stating that ‘by virtue of their birth’[footnoteRef:4] the Jews are part of a conspiracy against Germany. Here, Goebbels is trying to make it clear that it is the Jewish nature to want to harm the German people, they cannot necessarily help their intentions to destroy and harm the Germany, but it is more like an urge that they cannot resist, but they nonetheless need to be punished for what he is accusing them of. [2:  Joseph Goebbels, ‘The Jews are Guilty’, Das Reich, 16th November 1941, <https://research.calvin.edu/german-propaganda-archive/goeb1.htm> [Accessed 20/02/2023].]  [3:  Ibid.]  [4:  Ibid.] 

Goebbels also justifies the yellow star which were recently introduced to be worn by the Jews to show their faith.[footnoteRef:5] He justifies forcing the Jews to wear these stars by stating that they want to make people visible as Jews for hygiene purposes, implicating the common belief in Germany at the time that Jews were filthy and disease ridden.[footnoteRef:6] He says ‘It is a remarkably humane measure on our part, a hygienic and prophylactic measure to be sure that the Jew cannot infiltrate our ranks unseen to sow discord.’[footnoteRef:7] Here we can see that on top of the point that Goebbels sees the Jews as diseased and unhygienic, he is once more reminding the readers that the Jews are enemies to Germany, with the purpose of seizing control of high positions of power to sabotage Germany. Goebbels furthers his point by stating that after these stars were introduced, the population of Germany was surprised to see just how many Jews there were in Berlin. He states that everyone suddenly realized that even those who ‘seemed like a harmless fellow citizen, who perhaps complained or criticized a bit more than normal, and whom no one had thought to be a Jew.’[footnoteRef:8] This is playing into the idea that the Jewish people have infiltrated their way into the German population, that they are masters of deception and are trying to destroy Germany from the inside. He furthers this by saying that ‘It always happens that when we take some measure against the Jews, English or American newspapers report it the next day’.[footnoteRef:9] In saying this, Goebbels is saying that the Jews are even acting as spies for the enemies of Germany, feeding them information not just in relation to the German civilian life but ‘in military matters of the Reich as well’.[footnoteRef:10] He is making this statement to convince the readers that the Jews actively seek to harm Germany by feeding information to the countries they were at war with at the time in attempt to help bring Germany’s destruction. [5:  Bytwerk, (1998).]  [6:  Jennifer Terry, Jacqueline L. Urla, Deviant Bodies: Critical Perspectives on Difference in Science and Popular Culture. (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1995) p.173.]  [7:  Goebbels, ‘The Jews are Guilty’, 1941.]  [8:  Ibid.]  [9:  Ibid.]  [10:  Ibid.] 

Goebbels makes yet more accusations about the Jews saying that they have a ‘new trick’[footnoteRef:11] they will try to gain the sympathy of the ‘Good-Natured German’[footnoteRef:12] which is something which Goebbels says will not work. He says that after Germany wins the war, the Jews will become like ‘raging wolves’[footnoteRef:13] when they realize they cannot win in their plight to destroy Germany. This statement, once more attempts to dehumanize the Jews, likening their behaviour to feral wolves, implying that they are aggressive and hungry creatures merely disguised as humans. [11:  Ibid.]  [12:  Ibid.]  [13:  Ibid.] 

Towards the end of this article, Goebbels lists 10 points against the Jews, some of these reasons include; reminding the reader that the Jews seek to destroy Germany and the German people, blaming Jews for the war and stating that Jews have no rights.[footnoteRef:14] Yet another attempt to villainize and dehumanize members of the Jewish faith in any way possible. [14:  Ibid.] 

Although this is mostly an attack on the Jewish people, he also threatens anyone who is found to be sympathising with the Jews or helping them in any way. Goebbels’ words  ‘Anyone who deals with him is the same as a Jew and must be treated accordingly’[footnoteRef:15] show us that there was definitely a level of fear among the German people on account of the propaganda utilised by the likes of Goebbels, which means that fear absolutely played a role in the mistreatment of Jews exercised by the German people.  [15:  Ibid.] 

This source is written by Joseph Goebbels, the Minister of Propaganda in Nazi Germany, for the Newspaper ‘Das Reich’ in 1941. All of the points Goebbels makes within this text are said with clear malice towards the Jews as he repeats his points of them being unhygienic, sinister, and a threat to Germany all throughout this article. By doing this, he is clearly trying to drill this distrust and hatred of the Jewish people into the mind of the reader.[footnoteRef:16] His main target audience here specifically the German population, and particularly anyone who is helping the Jews escape the persecution, has done so in the past, or is even thinking about showing any support or compassion to the Jews. Through this source we can see the hate-filled mindset that Goebbels possessed towards the Jewish people, and to what lengths he was willing to go through in attempt to strip the Jewish people of their rights and to outright dehumanize them in the eyes of the German people. The article was very easily accessible and like many of Goebbels’ other lead articles was read over the radio.[footnoteRef:17] According to Howard K. Smith in his book ‘Last Train From Berlin’, a pamphlet with Goebbels’ articles were often given out with the weekly ration cards.[footnoteRef:18] This means that the whole German population could get access to the contents within, whether they were looking to hear about it or not. Through this, even subconsciously, Goebbels’ words would be able to get into people’s heads and continue the mass hatred for the Jewish people that was so commonly shared amongst the German population.[footnoteRef:19] This source is evidence that since articles such as this were common in Germany at the time of the Holocaust,[footnoteRef:20] Hitler and his officers could easily manipulate the masses into believing what they wanted them to believe; it also shows us that fear was instilled on the German people to persecute the Jews as those that would show compassion may well meet the same fate as the Jews themselves.  [16:  Nicholas R. J., Chiasson, A State of Delusion: Nazi-Deutsch and the Discursive Manipulation of the Third Reich. (Unpublished Master's Thesis. University of Edinburgh. 2015) <https://www.academia.edu/12411006/A_State_of_Delusion_Nazi_Deutsch_and_the_Discursive_Manipulation_of_the_Third_Reich> [Accessed 11/03/2023]. ]  [17:  Bytwerk, 1998.]  [18:  Howard K. Smith ‘Last Train From Berlin’ (New York: Knopf, 1942), p.197.]  [19:  Guenter Lewy, Perpetrators: The World of the Holocaust Killers (New York: Oxford University Press, Incorporated, 2017), p.120.]  [20:  Bytwerk, 1998.] 
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