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Reflective Fieldwork Journal
As part of this module there will be a number of virtual/physical site visits as fieldwork.  As you visit each site you will need to keep detailed notes relating to the following issues:

•	Landscape Character
•	Landscape Quality
•	Designations
•	Use
•	Access
•	Future Potential

You should choose two sites of your choice from those visited (whether virtual or physical) and the notes you took should subsequently form the basis of a reflective and critical account of the landscape at each location, including relevant academic and policy related literature also providing suggestions for sustainable approaches to recreational development at each site.  Maps, sketches and photographic evidence should be used as appropriate.  
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Assessment 2

This assignment will evidently talk about two sites, the first one being Lundy island and the second one being Blaenavon industrial landscape. There will be evidence shown on the history of the areas specifically talking about who founded these areas and what they achieved during their era and why these sites became a famous and perfect attraction for tourists in this century. This assignments will also talk about where Lundy island and Blaenavon is located, who owns the sites now and what funding have each site been given. There will also be some information on transportation and access, more specifically to Lundy, there will also be information on the activities you can do whilst visiting both sites and the potential future these sites have, whether that would be for their business or for the area itself. There will also be evidence on sustainability approaches and recreational development that has or will happen at each site. Lastly, there will be information about how different Lundy island and Blaenavon is and how Lundy aims to conserve and protect the wildlife and landscape while Blaenavon used the landscape and natural features to gain profit.

Lundy island 

In 1834 Lundy Island was purchased as a family home by Sir William Hudson Heaven (Gapper, n.d.). Lundy island is off the coast of north Devon in the Bristol Channel and is England’s smallest National Character Area (Lundy national character area profile, 2014). Lundy is owned by the National Trust and managed by the Landmark Trust which was founded by John Smith in 1965. The two charities worked together since 1969 to restore and protect all that is cherished and special about Lundy (Lundy Island | The Landmark Trust, n.d.). The island is 5km long and has an area of 1.72 square miles. The current population of the island at the last count was 28 which includes a warden, an island manager and a farmer (The Complete Guide to Lundy Island | Stay In Devon, 2019). There is also two islands at the southern end of Lundy, called rat island and mouse island, that become separate from the main island at high tide (Lundy national character area profile, 2014). Evidence shown of Lundy island in appendix A.

Lundy features amazing marine life, ranging from rich and often colourful benthic flora and fauna to resident seals, basking sharks and cetaceans. Evidence shows that Lundy was England’s first Marine Nature Reserve (Lundy national character area profile, 2014). Lundy also has a variety of domesticated stock such as Soay sheep, feral goats, sika deer and pygmy shrews (Lundy national character area profile, 2014).

Due to the pandemic Lundy island has been struggled financially, but with the generosity of many, vital work can resume, including planting native saplings to replace lost or dying trees, clearance of invasive rhododendron from cliffs, repairing the island’s paths and steps, plus providing learning materials for visiting schools (Future of Lundy Island secure, 2020). The Lundy company Ltd received two grants from the governments department for digital, culture, media and sport (DCMS). 

£1.57 billion for a culture recovery fund 
£500,000 for ensuring the island survives.
Lundy also got £250,000 from the national heritage fund (Future of Lundy Island secure, 2020).

Access to and from the island is via a ship called MS Oldenburg that was built in 1958. The ship takes visitors to Lundy from Ilfracombe and Bideford from the end of March until the end of October and should take you less than two hours to reach the island. During the winter when MS Oldenburg is not running, visitors has the chance to visit Lundy by helicopter (Visiting Lundy: what you need to know, n.d.).

There are a variety of activities you can do whilst at Lundy island, such as diving, birdwatching, walking, fishing and climbing (Activities and things to do, n.d.),

Diving is great at Lundy because Lundy’s Marine protected area is on of the prime diving sites in the British Isles with spectacularly clear waters, a diversity of marine life and many wrecks to explore. 2,500 creatures can be found in a single square metre of seabed. In 1986 it was designated the first statutory marine nature reserve and in 2010 the first marine conservation zone in Britain (Diving, n.d.).

Lundy is famous for its birds. The island's plateau, grassland and heathland offer a haven for resident and migrant land birds, while the extensive coastline, with its long grassy side lands, towering cliffs and rocky shoreline, support the largest single island seabird colony in southern England. During spring up to 35 species nest on the island including skylarks, Puffins and Water rail. Around 140 different species are recorded on Lundy each year (Birdwatching, n.d.). Lundy is home to many seabirds and as these are protected under the island's Site of Special Scientific Interest (Climbing, n.d.). 

You can have access to the whole of Lundy island, you can visit caves and climb to the top of the lighthouse and inspect the Georgian cannons, enjoy the magnificent views of inlets, caves, rock-stacks, screes, crags and buttresses. Find debris from the German Heinkel that crash landed in 1914 follow the track of the quarry railway, explore the remains of the Victorian quarry, and see the Lundy cabbage plant which grows nowhere else in the world (Walking, n.d.).

Fishing can take place at Lundy but there are rules to consider beforehand. Lundy's east coast is home to the UK's first No Take Zone and you are only allowed to take adult fish and just enough for you to enjoy, Lundy waters are covered by the Devon and Severn Inshore Fisheries Conservation Agency (Fishing, n.d.). 

Lundy island aims are to protect and maintain the island, maintain the marine conservation areas and protect them from the adverse effects of human activities, protect and maintain the islands terrestrial habitats and biodiversity and to sustainably manage the island and the impacts and pressures of visitors (Statements of Environmental Opportunity, 2014).

Lundy islands sustainability approaches is the use of biomass energy, they use water from rainfall backed up by a borehole and only have imported water when necessary and use biodiversity from cabbages to help with development of new plant varieties (159: Lundy, 2014).

Lundy islands recreational development is that people visit Lundy for walking, climbing and bouldering, there are also opportunities for ornithology. Recreational diving is also popular and artists and poets are attracted to Lundy to escape to tranquillity (159: Lundy, 2014).




 Blaenavon
 
Blaenavon is at the upper end of Avon Llwyd valley in South Wales and is known as the worlds major producer of iron, coal and steel in the 19th century, to this day you can still visit the coal and ore mines, quarries, primitive railway system, furnaces, workers homes and the social infrastructure of their community (Blaenavon Industrial Landscape, 2000). The area around Blaenavon was recognised by The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in 2000 and was inscribed by the Blaenavon industrial landscape as a world heritage site (Thomas, n.d). The Blaenavon Heritage and Regeneration Study falls within the Upper Valley. This is subdivided into four landscape character areas: Coity Mountain,  Pwll Du and Garn yr erw tip, Upper Afon Lwyd and Industrial estate, Blorenge SSSI and Mynydd Garnclochy (Visit Blaenavon - Blaenavon World Heritage Site, n.d.). The Blaenavon industrial landscape extends to 32.9 square kilometres, mainly mountain land. The major features are the Blaenavon ironworks (1789) the bit pit mine (1860) and the town of Blaenavon which has a population of around 6,000 (Rodger, 1999).

The key topography characteristics of the region are the Pennant sandstone upland plateau, the glacial valleys, the coalfield fringe defined by the limestone escarpment and millstone grit outcrops, the Blaenavon basin at the head of the Lwyd valley and the slopes of the Usk valley (Blaenavon: heritage and regeneration study, 1998).

Prior to the massive disruption and upheaval caused by industrialisation, Blaenavon was a very small settlement. It was a barren and a somewhat inhospitable area. Little had changed in Blaenavon for many centuries. The farmers, for many generations, lived a quiet and remote life in a tiny community as they struggled to survive in a rural environment with a harsh climate (Matthews, 2008). During the early development of Blaenavon there was some degree of social segregation. The workers at the ironworks lived together in a community, the coal and ironstone miners lived together in and community and those who worked with horses lived together in a community, there was no mixing (Matthews, 2008).

In 1788 Lord Abergavenny and three entrepreneurs build a major new ironworks at Blaenavon. By 1789 it was immediately the second largest ironworks in Wales and one of the largest in the world. By 1796 the furnaces were producing 5,400 tons of iron a year. Houses were being built and primitive railways was created to carry raw materials. Population grew rapidly through the migration of workers from rural areas of Wales, from the industrial Midlands, Ireland, Scotland and rural England (Blaenavon Historical Processes, Themes and Background, n.d.). South Wales changed dramatically from an agricultural to an industrial society. This gave rise to the development of workers' unity and the birth of Chartism, trade unionism and the birth of the labour movement, which influenced the development of socialism around the world (Explore The Valleys That Changed The World - Blaenavon World Heritage Site, n.d.). Blaenavon town still has notable buildings including St. Peter’s church, built by the ironmasters in 1894, the Blaenavon workman’s hall, built by workers’ subscription in 1894 and St peter’s school, built by the ironmaster’s sister, Sarah Hopkins, in 1816. The school has been restored as the United Kingdom’s first dedicated World Heritage Interpretation Centre (Blaenavon Industrial Landscape, 2000).

There are four main destinations to visit at Blaenavon such as the big pit national coal museum, Blaenavon iron works, the world heritage centre and Blaenavon heritage railway (Visit Blaenavon - Blaenavon World Heritage Site, n.d.).

Blaenavon iron works is a great tourist attraction for all ages, this attraction allows you to learn about the international significance of the iron industry and the scientific processes involved in the production of iron. A fascinating insight into the social history of industrial Britain can be gained (Blaenavon Ironworks - Blaenavon World Heritage Site, n.d.).

The Big Pit was the last deep coal mine to work in the Blaenavon area (Blaenavon Industrial Landscape, 2000). Many mines in the Blaenavon area, were initially used for the gathering of ironstone in order to support the local ironworks. However in the late 19th century a growing demand existed for Welsh coal to fuel locomotives, steam ships, factories and houses. So the significance of Welsh steel and iron-making started to decrease (Matthews, 2008). 57,000,000 tons of coal was produced by nearly a quarter of a million Welsh miners. Big Pit was a massive employer in Blaenavon (Matthews, 2008). There was a decline in the coal industry due to the great depression in the 1920s and 30s which caused the big pit and other mines to shutdown which had damaging effect on communities that had, for many generations, relied on mining (Matthews, 2008).

The big pit is now the National Coal Museum of Wales, the site was assumed by the National Museums and Galleries of Wales in 1999. In 2000 Blaenavon received world heritage status, so the number of visitors have increased. Big pit got grants from the heritage lottery fund, the Welsh assembly government and the Welsh tourist board which allowed them to revamp the site in 2004 (Matthews, 2008).

A greater appreciation of the Blaenavon landscape has been promoted since the 1990s which led the local planning authorities, government agencies and national trust wales to enhance conservation of heritage and within Blaenavon (Rodger, 1999) due to that there has been an opening of the Blaenavon Community Woodland, the Cycle Route and the completion of the Garn Lakes (Regeneration - Blaenavon World Heritage Site, n.d.). Since 2000 a series of walks leaflets have been promoted, ranger schemes have been implemented giving the chance for local people to have a role in caring for the surrounding environment. The Forgotten Landscapes Programme will also help conserve and interpret the countryside around the town (Regeneration - Blaenavon World Heritage Site, n.d.). The countryside council for wales believes Blaenavon has four areas of sites of special scientific interest, the area contains a diverse flora and fauna, dense deciduous woodland and moorland, areas of open water, mines, caves and quarries (Rodger, 1999). Evidence shown in appendix B and C on the conservation areas and SSSI areas of Blaenavon.

Blaenavon’s main priority since 2000 is to develop the tourism. Millions of pounds have been invested into the World Heritage Site to improve its tourism product Big Pit, the Ironworks and the Pontypool and Blaenavon Railway have benefitted from improved historical interpretation and development in recent years. And two new tourist attractions. A community heritage museum and a world heritage centre opened in 2001 and 2008 to help provide a deeper insight into the history of the town (Regeneration - Blaenavon World Heritage Site, n.d.).

In conclusion, the information that I have gathered has shown some differences and similarities for each site. It is evident that Lundy’s main priority is to conserve and protecting the island and the natural habitats around it, but to also attract visitors to come to the island and learn about the history of the area and be able to tell other people what life is like on Lundy island. Whereas I feel that Blaenavon’s main priority is to attract visitor for the income, however, Blaenavon does also want to teach people about the town and what happened during their era. Another difference is Lundy has always been an island that has been conserved and looked after whereas Blaenavon has been taken over by industrialisation, which in some cases was a good and bad thing, however during that time period it was very beneficial and helped develop the surrounding area of Blaenavon and help increase employment and job opportunities and because of industrialisation, Blaenavon has publicity. Overall, Lundy is famous for the beauty and tranquillity of the island, while Blaenavon is famous for the history.
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