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1. [bookmark: _Toc147503123]Introduction 
Academic writing is instrumental in presenting ideas, analysing research, and constructing a compelling argument. Notwithstanding the varying purposes of academic writing among diverse disciplines, this writing style shares various features. It is vital that students, especially those seeking to join the literary world, understand the categories and characteristics of academic writing to help them publish their original work (AlMarwani, 2020). Some fundamental features of academic writing include a clear focus on the topic or issue rather than the author's views, a formal tone, precise word choice, and the utilization of the third-person instead of first-person viewpoint (Çelik, 2020). Since writing is the main method of academic communication, academic writing is certainly the most critical skill in an academic setting. 
Moreover, it is also the most challenging skill for most learners to master, particularly in essay or research project writing. Various challenges are posed in academic writing and developing an insight into the writing process. Key among them is plagiarism, where most researchers and learners find it challenging to get their thoughts and ideas across while writing their essays or research projects (AlMarwani, 2020). Academic writing papers must be original in both content and design. Often, writers find it challenging to provide sources or references they consulted when writing their work, thus submitting plagiarized work. Some writers also find it difficult to cite their work properly according to the required citation style, further submitting a plagiarized work (Dinesh, 2021). This essay explores the importance of academic writing and referencing skills. The essay covers academic writing skills, the process of developing academic writing, and the importance of these skills. Moreover, the essay also covers referencing, how it’s done, and its importance to students.
2. [bookmark: _Toc147503124]Academic Writing and Referencing Skills 
2.1. [bookmark: _Toc147503125]Academic Writing Skills
Academic writing entails the expression style researchers utilize to describe the scholarly confines of their fields and specific areas of knowledge (Khazaal, 2019). Some fundamental features of academic writing include using the third-person instead of a first-person viewpoint, a formal tone, precise word choice, and a clear focus on the research problem under study (Khazaal, 2019). Academic writing is a unique form that requires various abilities and skills that not all writers possess. These skills include research, writing, critical thinking, communication, referencing, citation, and editing (Khazaal, 2019). There is a need for academic writers to be proficient in all these qualities to be able to generate fine academic work. 
According to Çelik (2020), academic writing skills are those skills that make academic writers proficient in different areas to generate quality academic work. Similarly, AlMarwani (2020) terms academic writing skills as integrating information and ideas and analytical and critical thinking regarding the issue or topic. Incorporating information and ideas entails comprehending various perspectives on topics and issues and being able to reconcile them as writers establish their response to the task, topic, or issue. Also, Khazaal (2019) defines academic writing skills as the ability to present arguments and ideas logically, clearly, and concisely. Scholars in all academic disciplines must possess these skills since their careers typically hinge on their ability to publish their research in reputable academic journals. 
2.1.1. [bookmark: _Toc147503126]The Process of Developing Academic Writing
Fundamental features of academic writing include evidence-based, appropriately structured work, organized, critical reading, thinking, and writing, and writing in an appropriate style (Khazaal, 2019). Persuasive arguments in academic writing require detailed research and comprehension of the topic. Therefore, research is one of the first steps in developing academic writing to ensure the information the writer is using is clear, relevant, and accurate (Khazaal, 2019). Moreover, research enables writers to support their arguments with evidence via in-text citation and referencing to avoid plagiarism (AlMarwani, 2020). Also, academic work must be written formally and in a tone using appropriate tenses and language, employing clarity, conciseness, and balance. 
Moreover, academic writing must be appropriately structured. Academic writers must ensure they write their work clearly and logically for easier understanding by the readers (AlMarwani, M. (2020). Similarly, academic writing must have a detailed analysis of complex ideas and problems, thus requiring critical thinking to evaluate and make decisions based on evidence (Dinesh, 2021). Also, it is vital to use correct punctuation, grammar, and spelling when writing an academic paper to avoid misunderstandings. 
2.1.2. [bookmark: _Toc147503127]Importance of Academic Writing Skills
Writing in an academic style is vital to learning in every discipline and key to academic success (Çelik, 2020). Academic writing skills allow individuals to convey their understanding of complex topics or issues through essays and research using the right style and terminology to make the information easy to comprehend (Çelik, 2020). Also, when individuals engage in academic writing, they become analytical thinkers as they take information and convey it in a manner that makes sense to the readers. It also enhances individuals' understanding of the technique and style of writing that can communicate ideas, making it easier for them to write academic papers in college or university (Çelik, 2020). For instance, academic writing is instrumental throughout an individual's career and working occupations, especially in academia, where these skills are vital in writing research projects. 
2.2. [bookmark: _Toc147503128]Referencing 
2.2.1. [bookmark: _Toc147503129]Meaning of Referencing 
The referencing style involves rules on how to acknowledge other scholars' works, ideas, and thoughts (Godfrey, 2016). Referencing is vital in academic writing as it enables writers to avoid plagiarism and uphold academic integrity in their research and assignments (Godfrey, 2016). Also, writers must ensure they provide in-text citations to give credit to sources where they found the information to avoid submitting plagiarized work (Rezeki, 2018). Giving credit where it is due shows proof of the writers’ research and interpretation of academic sources for their research projects. It adds the credence of proficient knowledge to their claims or arguments (Godfrey, 2016).
2.2.2. [bookmark: _Toc147503130]How Referencing Is Done 
There are parts to referencing, including the citation in the papers’ texts and the reference list at the end of the paper. The citation in the paper’s text consists of the authors’ surnames and publication years given partly or wholly in round brackets (Rezeki, 2018). All the sources cited in-text are listed at the end of the academic paper in alphabetical order based on the authors’ names as references. Every in-text citation must have a corresponding reference providing further information regarding the source of information used (Rezeki, 2018). Some of the details provided in the reference include the authors' names, publication dates, the work title, publisher details, and the URL if accessed online (Santini, 2018). These references are then placed in the reference list at the end of the academic work.  
2.2.3. [bookmark: _Toc147503131]Importance of referencing to students in higher education 	
	Plagiarism is one of the main problems encountered in the academic process, which usually compromises the writer's academic integrity. In this respect, referencing is instrumental in helping writers avoid plagiarism and uphold academic integrity in their work (Santini, 2018). Academic writers need to cite all the sources used in an appropriate form. More importantly, referencing clarifies which ideas belong to the writer and which ones are inspired by others, thus enabling students to avoid plagiarism in their work (Santini, 2018).
	Furthermore, referencing is an excellent academic practice that demonstrates academic integrity and allows readers to seek information from sources (Santini, 2018). Also, students in higher education can use references to build a convincing argument and defend it in their essays or research projects by providing evidence from previous research work (Godfrey, 2016). Similarly, referencing is instrumental in adding authenticity to students, as readers trust academic work that is properly cited and has references. 
3. [bookmark: _Toc147503132]Conclusion 
In conclusion, academic writing is meant to communicate the agreed meaning regarding multifaceted concepts or ideas in the community of academic practitioners and experts. Unlike journalistic or creative writing, academic writing's general structure is logical and formal. It must be consistent and have a reasonably organized flow of ideas, with the different sections linked to form a united whole. Moreover, referencing is vital in academic writing as it enables writers to avoid plagiarism and uphold academic integrity in their research and assignments. Referencing helps writers to give credit to sources where they found the information by using in-text citations.


[bookmark: _Toc147503133]Reference List 
AlMarwani, M. (2020). ‘Academic writing: Challenges and potential solutions’, Arab World English Journal, 6, pp. 114–121. Available at: doi:10.24093/awej/call6.8 [Accessed 6 October 2023] 
Godfrey, J. (2016). 'Referencing styles and Techniques,' Writing For University, pp. 54–58. Available at: doi: 10.1057/978-1-137-53188-9_11. [Accessed 5 October 2023] 
Dinesh, K. (2021). 'A report on challenges faced by students and research scholars' academic writing skill in English language,' Challenges In Academic Writing –A Pragmatic Study, pp. 44–65. Available at: doi:10.26524/royal.54.3. [Accessed 7 October 2023] 
Khazaal, E.N. (2019). 'Improving postgraduates' academic writing skills with summarizing strategy,' Arab World English Journal, 10(3), pp. 413–428. Available at: doi:10.24093/awej/vol10no3.29. [Accessed 7 October 2023] 
Rezeki, Y.S. (2018). 'Analysis of EFL students' citation practices and problems in academic writing,' International Journal of Educational Best Practices, 2(1), p. 62. Available at: doi:10.31258/ijebp.v2n1.p62-72. [Accessed 6 October 2023] 
Santini, A. (2018). ‘The importance of referencing’, The Journal of Critical Care Medicine, 4(1), pp. 3–4. Available at: doi: 10.2478/jccm-2018-0002. [Accessed 5 October 2023]  
Çelik, S. (2020). 'Building Critical Academic Writing Skills: The Impact of Instructor Feedback on Turkish ELT Graduate Students,' The Electronic Journal for English as a Second Language, 24(3), pp. 1–16. 



