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Introduction
In this assignment we will be conducting an examination of the historical development of domestic workers’ housing of Rhyd-y-car Terrace at St Fagans National Museum of History. The six houses within the terrace have been restored to represent distinct periods – 1805, 1855, 1895, 1925, 1955, and 1985 – allowing us a direct comparison of changes in materials, internal finishes, and building services over time. These adaptations reflect wider social, technological, and economic developments, as well as responses to practical issues such as durability, comfort, hygiene, and performance.

1805
The first property in Rhyd-y-Car Terrace is designed in a way to mimic a workers’ cottage from 1805.  The external wall of the cottage is most likely built from locally quarried stone that would have been widely available at the time.  The stone has also received a lime mortar, which would allow the cottage to ‘breathe’ and help reduce damp from penetrating through the wall. Internally, it is noted that the ground floor is simply compacted earth mixed or topped with a fine layer of ash or stone dust and then topped with bare slate tiles.  This floor doesn't provide much cold resistance and would've allowed much of the internal heat to escape. When we view the windows, we can note that they are unable to be opened and are constructed using many smaller panes of glass, which nods to the prickly cost of glass at the time. Another notable aspect inside is that the ceiling is essentially nonexistent, with it just directly looking up at the floorboards of the 1st floor. This will also allow much more of the heat inside to be lost through the ceiling than in the later houses. The roof is made out of timber and simple slate tiles, which would've been cheap and accessible during the time period. Despite the significant weight that would be placed on the roof timbers, we can also note that the guttering at the time is cast from iron, which would be susceptible to rusting and further deterioration over time. It is also very likely that at the time a solid wooden lintel would be used to support the windows and doors and then covered with quarried stone.

1855
When comparing the 1805 style house and the 1855 style house, we can see that they are constructed from almost identical materials. Structurally, both houses are constructed from locally quarried stone with the only notable difference being the lack of lime render on the 1855 cottage, a material choice driven by availability, cost, and the need for durable housing. The use of lime mortar and plaster is particularly significant, as it allows the buildings to remain breathable and flexible, accommodating movement and moisture far better than later cement-based materials. The roofs of both houses are covered with local slate tiles, supported by timber roof structures composed of oak and softwood. Internally, both dwellings retain flagstone floors at ground level and timber floorboards on the upper story, materials chosen for their durability and thermal properties rather than comfort. Chimneys and hearths in both houses are built primarily of stone, underscoring the centrality of the open fire as the primary source of heat, light, and cooking. Material differences between the first and second houses are therefore not structural but expressive, visible in finishes, fittings, and the incorporation of manufactured components.


1895
[bookmark: _Int_624DtNny]The development from the second to the third cottage at Rhyd‑y‑Car Terrace demonstrates incremental improvements in both structural and interior details, reflecting rising domestic standards in the late nineteenth century. Windows and doors became slightly larger, and with the introduction of a simple sash box window, which would allow the residents to open the windows to allow in fresh air and ventilation, while interior and exterior doors were more refined with simple panelling. Wall coverings evolved from a rough lime plaster with plain limewash to smoother, more evenly finished plaster, occasionally tinted or coloured. Although the roof coverings remained stone slate, the third cottage exhibits more careful alignment and installation, while eave details became more pronounced, and simple rainwater goods, such as lead-lined channels, were introduced to manage runoff. Floor coverings were also improved; flagstone ground floors were better finished and occasionally complemented with matting or rugs, and upper timber floorboards were more even and securely jointed. These changes allowed less draught to rise between the floorboards, increasing the warmth for the second floor, while the introduced rugs provided both extra comfort and warmth to the ground floor. Finally, internal joinery, including staircases, shelving, cupboards, and window frames, was more substantial and finely executed, often incorporating manufactured timber components, contributing to greater functionality and comfort. Collectively, these developments illustrate that, while the fundamental stone and slate structure of the cottages remained unchanged, refinements in materials, workmanship, and domestic fittings progressively enhanced both the usability and the quality of working-class housing over this period.

1925
Between the 1895 and 1925 Rhyd-y-Car cottages, there is a clear evolution from late-Victorian, largely functional construction towards more standardised and comfort-focused early-20th-century domestic building. In the 1895 cottage, windows and doors are typically timber sliding sash windows with relatively small panes and plain timber doors, reflecting Victorian joinery and limited glazing technology, whereas by 1925 windows still use timber frames but incorporate larger panes of glass and more refined doors, benefiting from cheaper glass and improved mass production. Wall coverings also evolved; the 1895 interior relies mainly on limewashed or simply plastered walls over stone or lath, while the 1925 cottage shows smoother plaster finishes, often painted or wallpapered, indicating greater attention to decoration and hygiene. Roof coverings in both cottages remain predominantly slate, but by 1925 the roof construction is more standardised, sometimes incorporating improved battens or early underlay for better weather resistance. Eaves and rainwater goods show practical development, moving from minimal eaves with exposed rafter ends and basic cast-iron or rudimentary gutters in 1895 to slightly boxed eaves and more consistent use of metal gutters and downpipes by 1925, improving control of rainwater and reducing damp. Floor coverings, however, did not change, with both the 1895 cottage and the 1925 cottage mainly having a simple flagstone floor often topped with a rug of sorts and bare wooden boards for the upper floor.  Internal joinery becomes more refined over this period, evolving from simple, largely utilitarian timber stairs, doors, skirtings and architraves in 1895 to more uniform, machine-made joinery with cleaner lines and modest decorative detail by 1925, demonstrating the growing influence of industrial standardisation and changing expectations of domestic comfort.


1955
Between the 1925 and 1955 cottages, the evolution reflects a shift from early-20th-century traditional construction to more modern, post-war domestic standards, strongly influenced by improved building regulations, new materials and changing expectations of comfort. In the 1925 cottage, windows and doors remain timber-framed with relatively traditional detailing, whereas by 1955 the windows are more likely to be simplified timber casements or early metal-framed units with larger areas of glass, improving light and ventilation, and doors become plainer, factory-made components with flush or lightly panelled designs. Wall coverings develop from painted plaster and wallpaper in 1925 to smoother, more uniform plaster finishes in 1955, often combined with durable, easily cleaned paint or patterned wallpaper reflecting post-war tastes and hygiene concerns. Roof coverings generally remain slate, but by 1955 construction methods are more regulated and consistent, with improved roof structures and the common use of roofing felt or underlay to enhance weatherproofing. Eaves and rainwater goods also became more refined, with the modest boxed eaves and metal gutters of 1925 evolving into fully detailed fascias and soffits by 1955, with standardised cast-iron or early plastic rainwater goods providing more effective drainage. Floor coverings show a marked change, moving from flagstone flooring in 1925 to widespread use of vinyl or carpet by 1955, improving comfort and warmth. Internal joinery reflects post-war standardisation, with the 1955 cottage featuring simpler, machine-made stairs, doors, skirtings and architraves with minimal ornament, contrasting with the slightly more traditional detailing of 1925 and illustrating a clear move towards efficiency, uniformity and modern living.


1985
Between the 1955 and 1985 cottages, the changes reflect the transition from post-war practicality to late-20th-century modernisation, with a strong emphasis on comfort, efficiency and low maintenance rather than traditional craftsmanship. In the 1955 cottage, windows and doors are still often timber or early metal units with simple detailing, while by 1985 these are typically replaced or upgraded with larger, standardised frames, sometimes using softwood or early PVC, with improved seals and glazing to enhance thermal performance and security; doors likewise become more robust, factory-made components with greater attention to insulation and privacy. Wall coverings evolved from painted plaster and patterned wallpaper in 1955 to smoother, often uniformly painted plaster or modern wallpapers in 1985, reflecting changing interior fashions and easier maintenance. Roof coverings also adapted from now more expensive slate tiles to man-made, affordable concrete tiles; by 1985 roofing construction benefited from improved underlay materials and more consistent detailing, increasing durability and weather resistance. Eaves and rainwater goods show clear modernisation, moving from traditional fascias and cast-iron or early plastic gutters in 1955 to fully boxed eaves with lightweight plastic rainwater systems by 1985, reducing maintenance demands. Floor coverings change significantly, with the 1955 cottage commonly using timber or vinyl flooring, while by 1985 fitted carpets and modern sheet flooring become dominant, providing greater comfort and warmth. Internal joinery in the 1985 cottage is notably more minimal and standardised than in 1955, with flush or very simply panelled doors, narrow skirtings and uniform architraves, reflecting late-20th-century manufacturing methods and a shift away from decorative detail toward functional, mass-produced domestic interiors.

Conclusion
From 1805 to 1985, the Rhyd-y-Car cottages' evolution reflects wider social, technological and economic change in Wales over nearly two centuries. The earliest cottage of 1805 is defined by locally sourced materials, simple construction methods and a focus on basic shelter, with small windows, minimal finishes and largely handmade joinery shaped by limited industrial production and low living standards. As the cottages progress through the 19th century, particularly by 1895, improvements in glass manufacture, timber processing and transport allow for better windows, more refined joinery and more durable finishes, while still prioritising economy and function. By 1925, increasing industrial standardisation and rising expectations of comfort led to smoother wall finishes, improved rainwater management, larger windows and the introduction of manufactured floor coverings such as linoleum. The post-war 1955 cottage reflects the impact of building regulations, housing reform and new materials, with greater emphasis on hygiene, efficiency and uniformity through simplified joinery, improved roof construction and more easily maintained finishes. By 1985, the cottage demonstrates a decisive shift toward modern living, with mass-produced components, improved glazing and insulation, plastic rainwater goods and soft, comfortable interior finishes prioritising warmth, convenience and low maintenance. Overall, the evolution from 1805 to 1985 shows a gradual movement away from purely functional, locally built housing toward standardised, technologically advanced domestic environments, driven by industrialisation, regulatory change, advances in materials and a steady rise in expectations of comfort, health and quality of life.
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