	
	
	



Part 1

ODS 03097
Biblia Sacra (The Holy Bible), printed in Antwerp by the celebrated Christopher Plantin, in 1583, a revision of the Louvain edition of 1547.


 1. Title Page.
 [within a border of type ornaments] BIBLIA | SACRA. | Quid in hac editione a Theologis Lovaniensibus praestitum sit, | paulo post indacatur | ANTVERPIAE, | Ex officina Christopheri Plantin | Archityppographic Regis. | M.D. LXXXIII. |
2. The colophon.
None.
3. The format.
Octavo.
4. The collation.
[bookmark: _Int_UfWImmi6][bookmark: _Int_7AsF9wbR]A-Z 8, a-z8, AA-DD8 , EE4 ,A-B8
5. The pagination.
1-5, 1-799+index, 1-208, A5, 1-101+table.
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Part 2

When the Biblia Sacra was printed by Christophe Plantin in 1583 in Antwerp, the region was in the grip of considerable political and societal upheaval. Antwerp was the largest city in the Habsburg Netherlands and central as an economic and cultural hub of Northwestern Europe, with access to trade routes as well as considerable mercantile wealth.
    Under the rule of the catholic Spanish crown of Philip II, Antwerp was a city in political flux, with the Protestant provinces of the North vying for power with the Catholic provinces of the south aligned with Spain. In 1566 the ‘Iconoclastic Fury’ had reached Antwerp. The calculated destruction of religious images and statues in over 400 churches throughout the seventeen provinces of Flanders, by ‘frenzied but well organised mobs systematically vandalising’. [footnoteRef:17059] [17059:  Eire, C. M. N., War Against the Idols: The Reformation of Worship from Erasmus to Calvin. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press; 1986). P.280.
] 

      By 1568 William of Orange was spearheading a military opposition against the Spanish. Brought up in a protestant Lutheran household though educated in a Roman Catholic background, William supported a more diverse religious tolerance, the Spanish agenda was not quite so accommodating.
    A year later up to 10,000 people had been ordered to attend the makeshift tribunal called the ‘Council of Troubles', commonly known by the local citizens as the ‘Blood Council’. William ignored the summons to appear, an attempt by the ruling Spanish Governor General, Fernando Alvarez de Toledo, known as Alba, to round up the rebels. The tribunal had the power to not only to confiscate the properties of insurgents but often (under the obscure Roman laws of treason) impose the death penalty. [footnoteRef:16835]  [16835:  Motley, J.L. (1869) History of the United Netherlands : from the death of William the Silent to the twelve years’ truce, 1609. Vol.I, 1584-86. New ed. Murray.  P.354.] 

    By 1570 Plantin’s press was one of the largest and advanced in Antwerp. Plantin was producing often lavish volumes, profusely illustrated using the best artists and designers, all coupled with his adept art of merchandising. [footnoteRef:5740] In an attempt at regulation of the printing industry, particularly regarding heresy, Plantin was appointed chief printer to King Phillip II. As well as the production of printed matter there was an expectation on Plantin to become a regulator of the trade: [5740:  Chappell, W.- and Bringhurst, R. A short history of the printed word. 2nd ed., rev.updated. Point Roberts, WA. (Hartley and Marks: Vancouver,1999) p.119.] 

    ‘We have decreed and do hereby decree … that there shall be created and instituted a prototypographus or first printer who shall have oversight of the trade of printing; who shall have authority to examine and approve the masters and workmen of this craft in our lands’. [footnoteRef:6502] [6502:  Léon Voet, The Golden Compasses. A History and Evaluation of the Printing and Publishing Activities of the ‘Officina Plantiniana’ at Antwerp (2 vols., Amsterdam/London/New York: Vangendt, 1969–1972) p.70.] 

    Under this increasing scrutiny of publication, measures needed to be taken to assure the ruling Spanish authorities that any new Bibles and Theological works met the stringent preconditions they expected. Material approved by the Faculty of Theology of Louvain University being one such institution. [footnoteRef:7094] The Biblia Sacra of 1583 acknowledges the Louvain Theologians in the title page of the book.  [7094:  Clair, Colin. Christopher Plantin, (London: Cassell, 1960). P.60.] 

King Philip II, as well as several of his representatives, were to become vitally important for Plantin. It was important Plantin strike a careful balance between endorsing his own humanist leanings (often through the careful regulation of any unsigned protestant- leaning publications) and his duties to the king. As well as a humanist and businessman, Plantin was able to merge scholarly and artistic ideals with commercial prosperity, intellectual pursuits with entrepreneurial spirit. [footnoteRef:21382] Plantin, even though in the service of the king, was not immune from suspicion, and his position carried a weighty responsibility of duty.  [21382:  Lazure, Guy, Becoming an Antwerp Humanist: The Culture of Friendship and Patronage in the Circles of Benito Arias Montano (1568–1598) Erudition and the Republic of Letters 6 (2021) p.283.] 

    In 1562 Plantin was in France whilst away from his press, three of his workmen set about the printing material for their own ends, a Dutch translation of ‘Briefve Instruction pour prier’, a Calvinist pamphlet. The Spanish authorities became aware of the publication, and all copies were immediately burnt (though a thousand had already reached France). The incident had potentially devastating consequences for Plantin; a previous edict of Charles V was still in force and laid the final responsibility for clandestine printing by employees squarely with the master printer, in this case, Plantin. [footnoteRef:14356] [14356:  Clair, Colin, Christopher Plantin, (London: Cassell, 1960). P.24.] 

    Margaret, Duchess of Palma, half-sister of King Phillip II was Governor of the Netherlands and sent a letter to Jan Van Immerzeele,  s Spanish inquisitor, who ordered the arrest of Plantin’s family. The accused men were also arrested and all testified to Plantin’s ignorance of their scheme. The authorities found there was no justification for prosecution, though it unsettled Plantin enough for him to spend the next two years in Paris. Plantin used this time to further his own interests in an underground sect called the ‘Family of Love’ founded by Henrik Niclaes whom he had met in Antwerp. The organisation promoted universal fellowship across religious boundaries. Plantin was actively involved in not only printing but fund raising for the organisation whilst in Paris. This need to keep unorthodox interest's covert, highlights the precarious nature of publication in the political hotbed of turmoil Antwerp was experiencing at the time. [footnoteRef:14978] [14978:  Clair, Colin. Christopher Plantin, p.29.] 

    The start of military operations by William of Orange in 1568 against Spanish rule was the beginning of further upheaval in the Low Countries, but Plantin’s press was going from strength to strength. His unrelenting efforts were not going unnoticed and in 1570 he was appointed Chief Printer to the King Philip II, for whom he produced the hugely ambitious Biblia Regis or Royal Polyglot, with Greek, Latin, Syriac, Aramaic, and Hebrew texts. It was hugely expensive and technically demanding. [footnoteRef:22585] The Spanish scholar and humanist Benito Arias Montano, the chief editor, he along with Plantin had some difficulty in papal approval of the work. Other questionable, unorthodox editors who worked on the project, as well as the criticisms of the vulgate (at the Council of Trent 1545–1563 the Catholic Church affirmed it as the Latin Bible), were all met with papal scepticism. [footnoteRef:13076] [22585:  Adam, Renaud. “Printing for Central Authorities in the Early Modern Low Countries (15th–17th Centuries).” Print and Power in Early Modern Europe (1500–1800), p.76.]  [13076:  Kraye, J, The Cambridge companion to Renaissance humanism. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,1996), p.114.  ] 

      In some ways this royal connection was a double-edged sword. On the one hand it offered some semblance of protection regarding his newfound close association with the Spanish establishment, on the other it made any potentially heretical activities come under closer scrutiny. For Plantin navigating the political tightrope became an enduring necessity throughout his time in Antwerp. 
    In 1572 The Spanish Duke of Alba, Ferdinand Alvarez de Toledo, Governor of the Netherlands allowed his troops to run amok, pillaging and murdering the citizens of Mechelen, even after an official welcome by the local ruling elite. The outrage moved Alba enough to commission a run of broadsheets to be printed by Plantin in response. The notices were distributed to other rebel cities. They offered nothing by way of apology, in fact threatened similar treatment to insubordinates. [footnoteRef:2163] [2163:  N. Lamal, J. Cumby, and H. J. Helmers, eds., Print and Power in Early Modern Europe (1500–1800), 1st edn (Leuven: Leuven University Press, 2021).p.306.] 

[bookmark: _Int_zhrt1Ogj]    The years following the attack on Mechelen saw many other town and cities suffer a similar fate under the title of the ‘Spanish Furies'. In November 1578 it was the turn of Antwerp. Led by the Spaniard Sancho d’ Avila, Antwerp was subjected to the greatest wave of violence yet witnessed in the Low Countries. Over 7000 people were thought to have been killed, Antwerp the city as a financial and economic centre was in ruins and would never recover.[footnoteRef:356] Plantin himself, not for the first time came again under suspicion; some of his Reformed (Calvinist) devotional texts and Bibles in vernacular languages were seen as sympathetic to Protestantism. Juan de Vargas, a judge in the aforementioned ‘council of trouble’ wrote to Philip II noting his concerns about Plantin; ‘he is quite corrupted; it is said all kinds of heretical books are being printed at his office’[footnoteRef:14660] [356:  Fagel, Raymond. “Sancho Dávila: The Champion of Catholic Spain.” Protagonists of War: Spanish Army Commanders and the Revolt in the Low Countries, Leuven University Press, 2021, p.182.]  [14660:  Clair, Colin, Christopher Plantin. p.139.] 

    The Pacification of Ghent in 1576 and later the Union of Utrecht in 1579 solidified the Northern provinces into a commitment of independence from the Spanish military. The presence of William of Orange in Antwerp increased tensions enough for Plantin to begin to reconsider his position in the city.  William of Orange made a cordially supportive visit to Plantins printworks in 1579, and it is clear by this period Plantin was openly publishing material in support of William. [footnoteRef:5289] [5289:  Clair,Colin. Christopher Plantin, p.144.] 

    Now sixty, Ill health as well as debts (Philip II withholding funds he owed to Plantin) and the imminent arrival of Phillip II’s nephew, the Prince of Palma (the Italian Alexander Farnese) was enough to instigate action. By 1583 Plantin had moved to the protestant north, after purchasing a house in Maarsmanssteeg in Leyden. He was made printer to the University of Leyden a year later. [footnoteRef:24429] [24429:  Clair, Colin. Christopher Plantin, (1960) p.152.] 

    Plantin did return to Antwerp in 1585. His press there had fallen into an appalling state of neglect. There were only four print workers in employment. Plantin did manage to increase output again producing the classics and mostly liturgical editions. Still burdened by the unpaid debt of Philip II, Plantin often relied on the charity of the large circle of loyal friends like Montano who surrounded him.
    He died on the 1st of July 1589, surrounded by his family. His son-in law Jan Moerentorf, referencing his motto, said of him:
    The great loss which has come to us by his death, can only make good by labour and constancy, the real virtues by which he acquired a fame which shall not soon perish. [footnoteRef:4929] [4929:  Clair, Colin. Christopher Plantin. p.175.] 

He was buried in Antwerp Cathedral. 
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