HPRS5008 / HPRS6008
From Maccabees to Masada: Jews, Christians and Romans (167 BCE - 74 CE)


Worksheet for Friday 26th May 
It might be helpful to have these questions in front of you while watching the lecture. 

1) What are the main differences that Prof. Daniel Schwartz puts forward between 1 & 2 Maccabees?
· 1 Maccabees is originally written in Hebrew whereas 2 Maccabees is written in Greek.
· 1 Maccabees was therefore likely written in Judea whereas 2 Maccabees was written somewhere else where they spoke/wrote in Greek. 
· 1 Maccabees and 2 Maccabees focuses on slightly different periods with the life’s and/or deaths of major features in the narratives.
· Due to the two books focus on slightly different periods the focus of each book is also different with 1 Maccabees with a heavy focus on the Maccabean revolt.
· 1 Maccabees shows external ruling powers to be bad whereas 2 Maccabees show good relations with external forces.  
· 1 Maccabees usually ignore the presence of God expect for the first four chapters whereas 2 Maccabees includes the power of God throughout.
· There is also no belief in sin in 1 Maccabees but there is in 2 Maccabees.  

2) How significant is it that 1 and 2 Maccabees were written in different locations? It might be helpful here to think in terms of diaspora and Judea.
The different locations that the two books were written in has great significance in the views of what a Jew is. This is due to the idea of diaspora which is the belief that someone can still be a Jew even if they do not live in Judea itself. Diaspora has the belief that its ok to be ruled externally with respect as if they did not believe this they would become lost in terms of belief and identity. The idea of this is seen in 2 Maccabees which links to it being written in Greek not Hebrew as the location was different. Whereas in Judea where 1 Maccabees was written in Hebrew and so from a Judean prospective external rule is bad. This shows that where the two books written is significant in the influencing of how the two books were written because people in the different places experience things differently and therefore have different beliefs.  

3) What is the difference in the way 1 & 2 Maccabees depict martyrdom and resurrection?
Depiction of Martyrdom in 1 Maccabees
· Martyrs are nothing 
· Links to Judea where military heroes among Jews are present
Depiction of Martyrdom in 2 Maccabees
· They are heroes 
· Links to diaspora where martyrs can be anywhere 
Depiction of Resurrection in 1 Maccabees
· There is no such thing as resurrection. 
· There are no Angels.
· No such thing as miracles. 
· No life after death.
· In 1 Maccabees due to the none presences of God in most of the book there is no divine intervention which means there is none of the above mentioned things that are associated with divine power.
Depiction of Resurrection in 2 Maccabees
· Heavy belief in resurrection.
· Belief in epiphanies. 
· There are Angels present in several chapters of the book.
· Involvement of heaven.
· In 2 Maccabees due to the presences of God there is prayer, sin, atonement, resurrection, miracles, Angels and divine intervention/control.



 
