1700966		Assignment 2 – Dating Exercise


Dating Exercise

(a) The date of the source is: Thursday, 19th August 1384.

Method: 
1. To begin, I looked at the reign of King Richard II – 1377 – 1399.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Medieval Genealogy (2020), Reign of Richard II. Available online. [Accessed 29 October 2020].] 


2. After that, I counted Richard II’s eighth regnal year - 22 June 1384 – 21 June 1385.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid,.] 


3. After that, I found the date of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary. The resource that I accessed used dates from the fourteenth century, and therefore did not need to be adjusted. The date therefore was - 15th August.[footnoteRef:3] [3:   The Medieval Combat Society (2003), Medieval Calendar. Available online. [Accessed 29 October 2020]. ] 


4. I then searched what day the 15th August 1384 would have fallen. It fell on a Sunday.[footnoteRef:4] The source states that the memorandum occurred on a Thursday, so I added four days onto Sunday the 15th, and came up with the final date of Thursday 19th August 1348. [4:  What Day of the Week (2020), August 15 1384. Available online. [Accessed 30 October 2020].] 



(b) The date of the source is: 23rd July 1249.

Method: 
1. To begin, I searched for Bishop Anian of St Asaph. Two Bishop Anians existed (Anian I, bishop from 1249 – 1267, and Anian II, bishop from 1268 – 1293), so I needed to narrow it further.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Diocese of St Asaph (2020), Bishops of St Asaph. Available online. [Accessed 29 October 2020].] 


2. I then looked at the other bishops stated in the source, Reiner (1186 – 1225), Abraham (1225 – 1235) and Hugh (1235 – 1240).[footnoteRef:6] Because the source states that these men were the predecessors of Bishop Anian, I assumed that it meant Bishop Anian I.[footnoteRef:7] This narrows the date to – 1249 – 1267, or more specifically, 1249, the first year of Anian’s pontificate.  [6:  Ibid,. ]  [7:  I made this assumption as I believe the source would have stated the predecessors of Anian II as: John, Anian, Howel, and so forth.] 


3. From that, I searched for the feast day of St Mary Magdalene. Because this date is fixed, it did not need to be adjusted. The feast day occurs every – 22nd July.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  The Medieval Combat Society (2003), Medieval Calendar. Available online. [Accessed 29 October 2020].] 


4. The source mentions that the confirmation occurred the day after St Mary Magdalene, so I added on one day, giving the final overall date of 23rd July 1249. 


(c) The date of the source is: Thursday, 5th March 1310.

Method: 
1. To begin, I searched for the episcopate of John Ketton, Bishop of Ely – 2nd March 1310 – 1st March 1311.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  British History Online (2020), Bishops of Ely. Available online. [Accessed 30 October 2020].] 


2. I then searched for the monarch whose reign corresponded to Ketton’s episcopate dates. That monarch was King Edward II, and his fourth regnal year occurred in 1310.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  The Medieval Combat Society (2003), Medieval Calendar. Available online. [Accessed 29 October 2020].] 


3. I then searched for the day that Easter fell in 1310. It fell on the 19th April.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Handbook of Dates – Easter Day 1100 – 1399 (available on Moodle). ] 


4. From there, I subtracted 46 days, the length between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday.[footnoteRef:12] This then gave me the date of the 4th March 1310.  [12:  The Medieval Combat Society (2003), Medieval Calendar. Available online. [Accessed 29 October 2020].] 


5. Finally, the source mentions that the court was held the day after Ash Wednesday, so I added on a day, giving the final date of 5th March 1310. 


(d) The date of the source is estimated as: January 1121 (after the 6th of Jan.). 

Method: 
1. To begin, I searched for the date that Woodstock Palace was built, aware that King Henrys I and II had a connection to the palace, so thought it would be a good place to start. This gave me the date of 1129.[footnoteRef:13] As well as this, I assumed that the source dated from the reign of one of the earlier King Henrys, purely on the basis of the Normannic names in the source. [13:  Royal Palaces (2020), Woodstock. Available online. [Accessed 30 October 2020].] 


2. I then searched for the regnal years of the King Henrys, specifically focusing on Henry I (1100 – 1135), Henry II (1154 – 1189) and Henry III (1216 – 1272).[footnoteRef:14] This narrowed the date down to between – 1100 – 1272. [14:  Medieval Genealogy (2020), A medieval English calendar. Available online. [Accessed 30 October 2020].] 


3. I then searched for Rannulf, Earl of Chester. This yielded three different results, including Rannulf le Meschin (1120 – 1129), Rannulf de Gernon (1129 – 1153), and Rannulf de Blondeville (1181 – 1232).[footnoteRef:15] This narrowed down the date further, from between – 1120 – 1232.   [15:  CheshireNow (2006), The Norman Earls of Chester. Available online. [Accessed 30 October 2020].] 


4. Then I searched for Robert Ridel, and found results for the son of Geoffrey and Geva Ridel, which matched the Robert in the source.[footnoteRef:16] The website that I consulted stated that Henry I had been involved with the Ridel family “sometime after 1120” following Geoffrey’s death.[footnoteRef:17] This narrowed down the date significantly to the 1120s.  [16:  Hazell, R., The Basset Family: Marriage Connections and Socio-Political Networks in Medieval Staffordshire and Beyond (Missouri: Drury University, 2011). Available online. [Accessed 30 October 2020].]  [17:  Ibid,. ] 


5. I then consulted the calendar of royal documents from the reign of King Henry I, dating from 1100 to 1133.[footnoteRef:18] Writ 73 stated that Henry was at Woodstock between the 6th January 1121 to possibly 11th June 1123. However, to further this, Writ 83 stated that Henry was at Woodstock with the Bishop of Lincoln (Robert Bloet) in January 1121, as well as Geoffrey de Clinton around the same time (both men are significant as they both were mentioned in the source).[footnoteRef:19] From this, I concluded that the source must have come from some point in January 1121, and only after the 6th of the month.  [18:  British History Online (2020), Calendar of royal documents: Henry I (nos. 57 – 96). Available online. [Accessed 30 October 2020]. ]  [19:  Ibid,.] 
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