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Introduction

In 1969, the representation of the people act saw Harold Wilson lower the voting age from 21 to 18 years of age, this act remains in place 50 years on, however within recent years many citizens as well as politicians have been clamouring for the voting age to be lowered to 16. 

Why do some citizens want the voting age to be lowered? 
What would be the benefits of lowering the age? 
Would there be any major impact if the voting age was lowered? 

The aim of this report is explore this topic and analyse whether lowering the voting age to 16 would be beneficial for the United Kingdom. 








Reasons for allowing 16 year olds to vote

One of the issues the United Kingdom face is an ageing population, according to the Office of National Statistics (2019) 18.3% of the UK’s population is aged 65 or older, this is expected to continue increasing, reaching 24.2% by 2038. An ageing population can have many negative effects on a country; it can also have an effect on results of elections and other important votes within the UK. For example, since there is an ageing population whenever there is a chance for a vote within the country the result that suits an older demographic usually wins since they have more of an influence over the result. 

A great example of an older demographic having influence over a vote is 2016’s Brexit referendum, according to statistics collected by YouGov (2016) 71% of people aged 18-24 voted to remain, whereas 64% of people aged 65+ voted to leave. Since there was a larger population of an older demographic, the overall vote swayed that in favour of leaving the European Union. The result of this referendum has caused uproar within the UK since the day of the results, as of October 2019, Brexit still has not come into effect and many citizens are demanding a second referendum. 

If there was to be a second election and people aged 16 and 17 were also allowed to vote, then the younger demographic would have more of a voice and could have a higher chance of having their votes alter the result since there would be over 1 million more young voters. 

Another argument used by people who support 16 year olds to vote is that at this age you are more than less an adult that can work full time, join the army, leave home, pay taxes and so on. Since you can make a decision on these things independently then you should also be allowed the right to vote. Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn (2017) agrees with this argument since he created a YouTube video in which he discussed 16 year olds being allowed to vote stating that “we cannot allow this conservative government to deny one and a half million people their full rights as citizens”. 

A third argument is that allowing 16 year olds to vote is that education levels have greatly increased since 1969 when Harold Wilson lowered the voting age to 18. The world we live in now is much different to that of 1969 and information is much easier to access due to the creation of the internet, because of this, younger people have an opportunity to learn and get involved in politics at a younger age and can have just as much of an informed opinion at 16 as an 18 year old. 

Schools could also begin to introduce lessons covering current politics in order to familiarise teenagers with politics and help them understand what is happening and how it can affect them, doing this could help get millions of teenagers interested in politics which would be beneficial for the country as a whole.


Reasons against allowing 16 year olds to vote

Although there is a case to be made to reduce the voting age to 16, an argument can also be made to have the voting age remain at 18. 

One of the main arguments is that you aren’t legally classed as an adult until the age of 18, this is when you gain your full citizenship rights, therefore the argument can be made that you aren’t eligible to vote until this age. People are also now expected to stay in full time education until the age of 18 and so they wouldn’t have enough experience of the real world in order to make an informed vote. 

Another main argument against 16 year olds voting is that parties such as Labour may only support the changing of the legal age in order for political gain since younger people would be more likely to vote in favour of opposition parties. This argument was used by Spence B (2018) when debating whether the voting age should be lowered. This argument has weight since allowing an extra 1.5 million 16 and 17 year olds to vote could significantly increase the power that opposition parties such as Labour would have. 

Theresa May is in agreement that the voting age should remain at the age of 18, Lidington D (2018) was representing the prime minister when he argued against the changing of the voting age by stating that 18 year olds lacked “sufficient maturity and responsibility” to be granted the right to vote. 

A poll conducted by YouGov (2013) found that 60% of British adults are against lowering the voting age to 16, the poll also found that the majority of young people oppose the idea of allowing 16 and 17 year olds to vote, with 57% of 18-24 wanting the voting age to remain at 18. 















Conclusion

There are valid arguments in favour of both lowering the voting age and keeping the voting age at 18, dropping the voting age to 16 would give the younger demographic more of a voice in a country with an aging population and could also entice the next generation to become interested in politics. On the other hand, there is an argument that the voting age is set at 18 for good reason, citizens aren’t legally adults until the age of 18 and also don’t have enough life experience to make an informed voting decision. 

Whichever side of the argument people find themselves; it is safe to assume that the voting age will not be lowered for as long as the conservatives remain in power. 
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