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AI Statement
I confirm that I have not used any AI tools in the research and creation of this assignment. I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated materials as my own work. I confirm that I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used, which I may be asked to provide in evidence.


Introduction
Stories and how they are told build children's literacy and language development. The University of Kansas (2017, p.2) states “that fetuses are tuning their ears to the language they are going to acquire even before they are born, based on the speech signals available to them in utero. Pre-natal sensitivity to rhythmic properties of language may provide children with one of the very first building blocks in acquiring language.” The 2019 publication of Caselli, P. (2019) provides a comprehensive review of Italian pedagogical research from the 1970s onwards. It focuses on the importance of adult-child conversation and the critical role that educators and caregivers play in fostering communication. It is grounded in the theoretical frameworks of Lev Vygotsky and Jerome Bruner and highlights that children build language skills on an intersubjective plane through social interaction with adults before internalising it into thought. Yabe and Miyuki (et al 2018) say that story telling provides many psychological and educational benefits, such as enhanced imagination to help visualise spoken words, improved vocabulary and more refined communication skills. Dubiel, J. (2024) from the Book Trust, states stories support development in communication and language, personal, social and emotional development, understanding of the wider world (also stated by Dewey and Watzlawick), as well as cognitively, emotionally, socially and intellectually growing and thriving. He says in his video that even reading stories that are too far ahead of the children can inspire them to see where they could get to. This ties in with Bruner's (LASS 1983/1987) theory of how biological language readiness (Chomsky's LAD) is insufficient and needs the scaffolding and responsive system provided by an adult caregiver to make true language development happen. Yabe and Miyuki (et. Al. 2018) also write that there is a difference between storytelling and just reading a book to children. Their results in testing indicated more sustained brain activation to storytelling in comparison to picture book reading. 

Skill used: Props
What did the storyteller do?
The storyteller used props such as a bowl of popcorn, a kettle for tea, a fireplace, a bear and a mouse. The set was a pretend cave where the bear was sleeping through winter. The storyteller used the props along with the story and in connection to British Sign Language in the traditional story. In the digital Story the storyteller used props such as white flowers, acorns, autumn leaves and animals to show real objects to children to make the story more tangible and real. Children were able to touch and use the props during the story and afterwards. 
Why is this important?
Props bring stories to life, keep children engaged and helps children to connect an object to a word. Real things can be touched, smelled, tasted and seen, which engages the senses and helps children to remember parts of the story. Props also bridge the gap between reality and imagination. 
Research suggests ...
Research suggests that props function as active storytelling elements that communicate symbolic meaning, support narrative development and enrich visual storytelling (Khairuddin, N.E.N. and Baharuddin, N.; 2026). The study also states that practically the findings encourage animators and storytellers to use props more intentionally to strengthen narrative depth, characterisation and thematic communication. Greimann, N. (2017) says props add another layer to the story. Evers, B. (2023) suggests that props really help to bridge the gap between our world and the realm of story. It can help to allow the children to enter more readily into the story world and creates immersion into the story. She states props such as baskets can also create curiosity. Hogan, T., Bridges, M., Justice, L. and Cain, K. (2011) research provides an inside on the importance of visual information presentation (i.e. Pictorial) or auditory (i.e. Listening) formats, ensuring that the task is suitable for the development level of the child and that material to be comprehended involves interesting topics. Barton, K.L. (2013) study suggests that storytelling with props increases preschool children's language skills particularly during play. Yonzon, K.C., Fleer, M., Fragkiadaki, G. and Rai, P. (2022) say in their research that playing with props is the earliest form of imagination in toddler play. They noted that while props are physical and tangible, imagination is psychological. 


Which Theory helps explain this?
Several of the studies mention Vygotskys as his cultural – historical theory which connects props in storytelling to cognitive development by viewing physical objects as external pivots that help children transition from concrete reality to abstract thought according to Yu, S., Fleer, M. and Rai, P. (2024).

Skill used: Repetition
What did the storyteller do?
In the traditional story the storyteller used a combination of words “But Bear snores on” in connection with the sound of snoring. The storyteller also used Four words in BSL (British Sign Language) and repeated those on several occasions during the story. This was to include children who cannot hear or speak. The storyteller used the signs for the words bear, mouse, tea and popcorn. In the digital story the storyteller only repeated the first sentence of the story at the end to mark the lifecycles beginning again. 
Why is this important?
Starmanns, B. (2020) says in her article that repetition of the same word, phrase or sentence can be extremely powerful when used correctly. A phrase can take on different meaning and purposes, such as to demonstrate the commonality of ideas; be a bit sarcastic to emphasize differences; highlight a point; and create emotion. Walton Hamilton; E. (2025) says repetition is a powerful tool in picture books – when used with purpose, it can build rhythm and structure, reinforce a theme, create anticipation and page turns, but also support early literacy through predictability. She also states in her article that a repeated line or phrase that recurs throughout a story, often at predictable intervals – such as the end of a spread or stanza – acts like a chorus in a song, creating rhythm, reinforcing theme, and encouraging participation from young readers. This is the case in the story “Bear snores on”, where no matter what happens around the bear, the story always returns to the refrain “But Bear snores on”. This consistent and rhythmic return anchors the narrative and builds anticipation as other animals enter the cave and events unfold. Until Bear wakes up! British Council (2026) says using repetition particularly in a language classroom is important and used a lot, as three repetitions can scaffold the students learning. First one is repeat after teacher, second is repeat with teacher and third repeat without teacher. This strengthens working memory and master vocabulary as with each repeat the neural pathways are being strengthened, which in turn builds language fluency, and creates a predictable framework that supports cognitive and emotional development. 

Research suggests...
Horst, J.S., Parson, K.L. and Bryan, N.M. (2011) suggest in their research that repeating one story three times creates better retention and memory of the story. Krabbenhoft, L. (2019) talks about the way the brains neuro pathways are strengthened through repetition and when they are stimulated repeatedly, they become “hardwired”. When information is repeated it makes these synapses thicker, the brain recognises them and keeps them because they are strong. This means through repetition children go from experiencing to anticipating, from understanding basic concepts to exploring the activity to its fullest extent. Gwynnie-Gwyn (2026) says repetition creates familiarity and therefore then creates opportunities for greater participation and involvement as no new information needs to be processed. She also says that repetition supports engagement through predictability, this makes children feel secure and builds confidence. 

Which Theory supports this?
Bruners Spiral curriculum for deep learning and scaffolding for learner support is all about repetition and increasing difficulty each time or changing something small to support learners to discover new things, but in the familiarity of the repeated activity according to Currell, J. (2022)




Skill used: Movement and Actions
What did the storyteller do?
The storyteller used British Sign Language in the traditional story (Bear snores on, Wilson,K.; 2005) which includes hand actions. She used the signs for Bear (Spread the sign), Mouse (@CommandingHands2024, Tea (National Deaf Childrens Sociaty, 2014) and Popcorn (deafchefofficial 2026). In the digital story (Little Acorns, by Zeee in connection to Twinkle; 2025) the storyteller used movement such as curling up like the seed in the ground, then stretching one leg out like the root, next stretching one arm up for the shoot and then slowly growing taller like the tree did and finally stretching tall and standing on tip toes to symbolise the fully grown tree. She then stood in a stance showing her muscles to symbolise a strong and mighty tree and used the squirrel puppet sitting on her shoulder just like the animals that use the tree as their home. She then picked up flowers and shook them for the buds on the tree that turned into flowers, next the autumn leaves fell and the acorns appeared in her hand, which then fell to the ground. And the beginning of the sentence of the story marked the beginning of the life cycle.

Why is this important?
This is important because movement creates memory, especially movement with meaning. Trisha Lee from Helicopter Stories (2025) explains that movement in storytelling lets children step inside a story, building imagination, confidence and connection. They become characters, express emotion, and imagining the world around them. This way Stories are not just heard, but they are experienced and lived. Experiencing something builds more pathways in the brain to later remember it, as more than one of people's senses are involved instead of just one. Kwik, J. (2026) explains that up to 80% of information that comes into our brains is visual, meaning if people connect words with pictures, they are more likely to remember the word. If they are connecting them with actions, smells, tastes and emotions as well, then the brain has even more pathways to find this memory. The more connections there are the easier the memory can be retrieved later. Hart, H. (2026) says that telling a story that creates emotional connection makes brands unforgettable. If this is true, then telling stories that create emotional connections to children in teaching would make what they learn unforgettable too. This is why using actions and British Sign Language signs in connection with storytelling, Props and repetition is a great way to boost memory in children. Using BSL also helps with including those children who cannot use their voices to communicate. They have the same right to play an active part in the community they live in (UNCRC, article 23). Using BSL as a main language or a second language in the classroom is now imbedded in the Welsh curriculum and therefore should be used to include both hearing and non-hearing children (Welsh Government; 2024). All this leads to Oracy and helps children connect with people places and communities. Understanding languages is key to understanding the world around them and expressing themselves through languages is key to communication (Welsh Government; 2019). 

Research suggests...
As already mentioned earlier Kwik, J. (2026) says research shows that 80% of information comes in visually, which then suggests connection learning words with visual signs, physical action and making an emotional connection gives a better learning experience and creates more synopsis which then helps memorise it easier. The more connections in the brain are built the higher the chance to keep a memory. 
Which Theory supports this?
Bruners scaffolding theory supports this as stories are built on words, then pictures and actions for new themes to be learned by the supporting Adult. This helps with memorising and experience through actively doing the story and not just listening to it. They later get the opportunity to replay or retell the story and do activities that connect to the story to increase their learning experience (TeachThought Staff; 2014)
Comparing
Although the traditional story is more eye catching and shows a deeper experience with physical items and BSL embedded in it which counts for inclusion, experience would suggest that due to the movement, pictures and props in the digital story, the learning would be greater as more connections are built in the brain. That said, there may be be a more emotional connection to the story in the traditional storytelling as the den and the excitement of the fire and the popcorn may build a more emotional connection. Both have a great impact and with further play and replay would make a good way of learning language and literacy.

Conclusion
Using Multiple ways to help tell a story creates multiple pathways in the brain and in turn helps children learn about new themes. The pathways there are the stronger the synopsis and the better children memorise (Kwik, J.; 2026). 
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