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A study on the growth and significance of the ‘multispecies’ family

	Research Question/Cwestiwn Ymchwil


	How do companion animals contribute to the dynamics of the postmodern household?

	Aims and Objectives/Nodau ac Amcanion


	Explore:
· Companion animals as part of the family origins and current situation
· Physiological perspectives of companion owner relationship
· The role of companion animals in social relationships ( ie. child development, bonding and support)
· Attachment significance and companion animals


	Outline of your Dissertation/ Amlinelliad o'ch Traethawd Hir

	· Explain what is meant by a multispecies family in relationship to the changing nature of modern relationships. 
· What do we mean by ‘companion animals’? Any historical significance.
· Exploring the growth and significance of companion animals within society and families, if/why they have grown to be considered as a member of the family
· Explore evidence for the claim that companion animals enhance health and well being
· Explore if companion animals who bond with care givers show attachment styles similar to people, and also if adults and young people can demonstrate different attachment styles with their pets even when they have not had secure relationships with other significant people
· Discuss whether there is a place for companion animals enhancing or replacing important bonds between people
· Evidence summary for this literature review and further research opportunities
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