


	Community policing and community engagement are key methods used within societies to try and prevent terrorism and support counter terrorism policing. I will be evaluating how successful the strategies used to deter, detect and prevent terrorism. With terrorist attacks increased levels over the recent years I will be looking at the current steps community policing and community engagement are currently using to attempt to tackle this issue. 
According to Counter Terrorism Policing (2024) community policing can help to prevent terrorism and support counter-terrorism policing by putting in place the Prevent programme. This programme attempts to prevent individual’s from becoming terrorists by working closely with local authority partners. This is done by protecting and supporting vulnerable individuals. An advantage to the Prevent Programme is that it enables the police to work closely with other organisations for example, mental health teams, housing, or other education departments. By doing this different community partners can work together to use their different authorities and powers to provide the sufficient support that the individual’s seek such as referring them to the Home Office’s Channel Programme. Therefore, this is an effective method of preventing terrorism. On the other hand, Thomas (2016) argues that there is little educational content within the Prevent programme and issues regarding the public's trust. The programme relies on the confinement and trust of individuals within the communities. Therefore, if communities do not have enough trust within the police and the strategies, they are using this will highlight struggles regarding intelligence and information that may be crucial to the police force. 
Another way community policing and community engagement can help prevent terrorism and support counter-terrorism policing is CONTEST which is the United Kingdom’s counter-terrorism strategy. It is stated by Home Office (2023) that CONTEST is based on the four aspects of prevent, pursue, protect, and prepare. This includes preventing individual’s becoming terrorists in the first place by giving them the support they need. It also includes stopping terrorist attacks from happening and attempting to strengthen and protect the terrorism strategy plan. An advantage to the CONTEST strategy and the 4 P’s according to Gearson & Rosemont (2015) is that this strategy reduces the risk of terrorist attacks within the United Kingdom. By placing this strategy, it gives communities the safety and confinement of feeling safe within society. without being harmed. On the other hand, a disadvantage to the CONTEST strategy is that within Prevent it is essential to catch it as an early intervention for example schools to reduce terrorists or other violent actions. Therefore, if there is a failure in the early interventions to acknowledge this then it becomes difficult to prevent this at an early stage that makes it worse long term. 
Briggs (2010) states that since the 7/7 terrorist attack this brought community policing and community engagement to help prevent terrorism and support counter-terrorism policing. After the 7/7 terrorist attack it was highlighted, there was a need for community policing approach that bought the introduction of the Preventing Extremism Together that then further developed into Prevent that comes from Cabinet Office (2013) is report into the London terrorist attack July 2005. There has been an increase in resources regarding information and intelligence for any planned terrorist attacks. This is done by using resources such as Action Counters Terrorism where you can report any information, or anything related to a terrorist attack online. This is an advantage for the reason that the counter-terrorism policing work closely with the intelligence from communities to ensure safety for communities. This ensures the prevention and investigation into any terrorist activity. On the other hand, Henschke et al. (2021) highlights the issue of the community’s trust within the police. If the community do not trust the police or feel as though the information is confidential and are ensured, they are able to be kept confidential they are not likely to report any information or intelligence they are aware of. Therefore, without the reports of information from the community of any terrorist activity they are aware of this brings up the issue of not being able to prevent and detect the terrorist activity at an early enough stage. 
According to Cherney (2018) community policing and community engagement approaches have become essential components of police counterterrorism strategies to help prevent terrorism and support counter-terrorism policing. This includes strategies such as initiatives to use collaborative problem solving between individuals in the community and the police to tackle radicalisation. This may include methods such as identifying young individual’s that may be at risk of exposure to terrorist attacks and dealing with this at an early stage. An advantage to this is that police partnering with Muslim communities is a huge benefit to how effective community-based approaches. This is effective for crime control and to collect information and relevant intelligence. This helps promote the relationship between the police and the communities in responding to relevant issues communities have concerns about. However, on the other hand it is stated by Hartley (2017) that people have concerns regarding the police role within community-based counterterrorism. The reasoning for this is the individual ‘s within the Muslim communities have concerns when they decide to work with the police, they face the issue of the community turning against them facing their own risk of going against their community. Therefore, they may face consequences from betraying their communities by building relationships and trusting the police with certain and intelligence with the police. 
Another way community policing and community engagement can help prevent terrorism and support counter-terrorism policing is Counter Violent Extremist programmes. Thomas (2012) states that the use of Counter Violent Extremist programmes is effective for engaging with individuals at risk of turning violent extremism before it is too late. Therefore, they partner with the counter-terrorism policing to identify individuals who may be associated with terrorist groups and offer and seek support to prevent terrorist groups and new recruits of these groups. The advantage to this is that Counter Violent Extremist programmes take initiatives to tackle certain conditions by the government and civil society organizations partnering up with the police dealing with victims of terrorist in the immediate aftermath of a terrorist attack. 
To conclude the strategies put in place such as the CONTEST strategy, Prevent strategy and Counter Violent Extremist programmes are effective strategies that er being put in place. These strategies are being put in place by community policing and community engagement to prevent terrorism and support-counter terrorism policing. The strategies being put in place are strategies that have implications and issues that are being improved. 
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