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Throughout this essay we will be looking at the different types of globilisation and what it means for the world. We will also be investigating Nigeria and the effects their laws and government have on the country and education. We will discuss what is going well and any barriers they face.  
Globalisation is the developing interdependence of the world’s economies, cultures, and populations. It is becoming interconnected. Countries agree for trade across the border including services, goods, people and investments. Globalisation in recent years has become more complex and controversial with wide-ranging effects such as technology and trade prices, which can have a long-lasting problem for the country's economy how they make their money to provide for their people (Kolb, 2018). So how the country makes their money will have an impact on education. Globalisation for education involves the education system which includes policies, goals and practice. The idea is education should see no barriers, race, gender and mobility should not stop children from accessing school. Moving together through the curriculum promotes global citizenship, technology and economics aiming to look at STEM projects. Promoting world studies through digital learning in hopes to help poverty (Conroy, 2021). The world governments backed up this theory. As of July 2022, 196 countries agreed on a legally binding document, the UNCRC, United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. The importance of this document and what makes it so important is that it outlines the rights of every child, regardless of their religion, race or abilities. Its focus is that every child has these rights. The document is made up of 54 articles, and the main objective is to gather all governments to see the importance of the child's upbringings through these rights, not one article is more important than the other, they work together. If one article is not being met, then it could have a prevention on another. Article 28 is the article that protects children's rights to an education, or it should be (UNICEF, 2007). So, are all countries supported by the UNCRC? 
‌Nigeria is considered Africa's most populous nation, known as the "Giant of Africa," with a population of 240 million and growing with figures showing from the United Nations it can reach to 400 million people by 2050 and over 500 languages spoken with English being the official language. It is famous for its landmarks and is one of the world's biggest oil exporters producing approximately 2 million barrels per day (Whiting, 2019). However, it has a complex lower middle-income economy, with labor costs seemly lower than most other nations. Although they make money through their natural resources of oil, solid minerals and precious stones, some agriculture they face high inflation and unemployment. A big concern for Nigeria as of their general election in February 2023 was Bola Tinubu becoming president. His laws included moving away from the dollar as well as removing a costly fuel subsidy. Although it received praise from some economists it has seen an increase of the cost of living for Nigerians, as they depend on the imports of trade from goods, foods but with the new law making the imports even more expensive. They face raised interest rates, fuel prices, and food inflation (ITA, 2023). So how does this influence Nigeria's education system? Recent figure from UNICEF, 2020 shows around 10.5 million children aged between 5-14 are not going to primary school, even through education is free and compulsory in Nigeria. 35% 0f children aged between 36-60 months receive any early education interventions, and 61% of 6–11-year-old go to school regularly. So, what is happening in Nigeria? Nigeria’s government has acknowledged that its country has the highest number of children out of education in the world. Even though Nigeria's policies and frameworks say children have a right to an education there are many factors that contribute to these figures, these include culture – religion resulting in violence, funding, poor policies, corruption through government, high inflation increasing the cost-of-living effecting quality of life, with figures showing that 133 million (61% of the population) in poverty and 88.4 million are living in extreme poverty earning only $1.90 a day. This increases poor health, power shortage, and is unable to afford public transport (AFP, 2024). With the lack of earnings and the pressure on families, resulting in children going out to work to help provide for their family, proving issues for children getting an education. One in every five of the worlds out of school children are from Nigeria (save the children, 2014).
Genders have an impact on education. Due to culture and religion their beliefs prioritises boys to have an education over girls. Early marriage also puts girls at higher risk of not going to school to teen pregnancies and with low income and economic pressures to force children into labour and looking after younger siblings in the home stopping them from attending school. Attendance rates show 47% show that more than half of girls are not in school (Radio Ndarason International, 2023). Worrying reality for girls in Nigeria was Abuja 2023 a total 1,683 children were kidnapped since 2014. In 2014 over 180 school children were killed and many injured and attacked-this could be down to different religious beliefs that end in terrorist groups taken children for ransom, there were over twenty-five school attacked and destroyed. headlines were made from the kidnapping of schoolgirls which brought the policy of #BringBackOurGirls. This came from the Chibok girls attack and even after nearly 10 years, more than 90 are still missing.
The concerns of their children's safety and school children being too scared, around 100 schools remained closed, stopping over 30,000 children attending school. This is also not meeting the children's right of article 19 to be safe from violence. These children who are attending school are being failed, they are in danger going to school (Chatham House, 2021). 
Children living in rural and remote areas face more difficulties accessing school and with the lack of schools and such a long distance to travel, children are at threat of kidnapping, unless religious situations are being handled it is only the children of Nigeria that is going to suffer. Smith, Ewokor, Neysmith, 2025 from the BBC reported about the mass kidnapping in schools such as more than 303 pupils and 12 teachers abducted from a Catholic boarding school in November, making it bigger than the infamous Chibok event. Reports have said the Nigerian government had to pay a ‘huge’ pay out  to Islamist group Boko Haram to  return these children however, it has not been confirmed- with pay out its will see an effect to the Governments budget and will see effects for the whole country (Ewokor, 2026). Famari Barro, Country Director at Save the Children Nigeria, said 
‘More needs to be done to prevent attacks but also to support children and their 	families in the aftermath.’ (save the children, 2014).
In 2015 Nigeria set out a new policy the Safe Schools Declaration, which aims are to strengthen, to prevent and to protect the safety of the children in education, and to stop any attacks on schools. But this is proven difficult for community schools in rural areas. Ibrahim Zanna Sunoma, Deputy Speaker of the National Children’s Parliament, Nigeria, appealed to the government and other stakeholders to reinforce the safe school's declaration to make sure the policy has been taken seriously. Save the children in 2017, also launched schools as zones of peace projects. They work with other partnership Education in Emergencies Working Group to back the safe school's declaration of prevention of violence (National Human Rights Commission, 2003).
Even when children do attend school, they still face barriers; from the lack of funding. It often falls by 26% recommended by UNESCO. They face a lack of basic facilities such as libraries and even classrooms. They have basic rooms that tend to be overcrowded, which is hard for children to learn. They lack educational resources such as books, textbooks, reading material and any other learning materials which limits the quality of teaching in Nigeria (Arogundade, 2024). Teachers in globalisation can prove difficult with the lack of qualified teachers due to training and professional development opportunities. Teachers' salaries also will be affected by the lack of funding. With the lack of education there will be less/ no chance for the younger generations to have the opportunity to progress and to be able to become teachers therefore preparing the next generation is decreasing in Nigeria. This can impact other jobs that would be crucial for their country, such as STEM jobs engineering, health and emergency services (University of Greater Manchester, 2025). 
Unfortunately, Nigeria also faces barriers that they cannot control such as Climate change, Climate change is not just an environmental crisis. It’s an issue for education. Even though climate change is a worldwide problem and doing what they can do reduce emissions, places like Nigeria are increasingly undertreat and has a deep impact on their lives and their education due to damaging of schools, flooding and storms which leads to school closures for long periods, heatwaves destroying building and resources and families being made to move from damages on their homes, land crop damages, forcing them to move away from local schools and entering the world of work especially for girls and then not being able to make money and pay to get to a school further away (climate change education federal ministry of education, 2012). An organization Ecocykle, believes that if we don't educate our younger generation and give knowledge to the whole community, education empowers people minds and have a better understanding of what needs to be done and how they can help, if this is not met they will always be unprepared. With heatwaves, deforestation, and flooding worsening, we need to act. Randell and Gray (2019) find that weather that is below average rainfall creates problems for children to go to school from the damage it causes. Studies from Yang and Fen (2023) find that cumulative exposure to climate anomalies (rainfall and temperature) has significant negative effects on primary school. With estimated figures showing from 2020 in regional areas being most effective by climate change, sees that around 38% are out of school. These figures have grown in the last decade and have acknowledged they have the lowest attainment rates, with the largest number of children out of school (UNESCO, 2022), (Delprato, Shephard, 2024). In northeastern Nigeria 2.8 million children are in need of a school. at least 802 schools remain closed and 497 classrooms are destroyed, with another 1,392 damaged but repairable.
A really powerful theory from the director of Ecocykle, has thought of an intervention led by children themselves. They are based in Nigeria and has a local approach to environmental education. Their theory launched in 2023 is to combine play, learning and practice. ‘Play, Learn and Act Now’.  Supplying them with tools that make climate change into science to empower them with ideas. Resources they supply are card games that link problem to solutions, like flooding or waste and matching them with solution cards like afforestation or recycling, they also gain language skills, reading, problem solving and number skills. They want the students to apply lessons to real-life situations and work together. But what about funding and the accessibilty to schools. Not only do they do work for children within schools through OYA recycle initiative, but they also train youths who are out of school, host workshops, collaborate with the government on sustainability polices and to lead environmental action. Taking a holistic approach it will benefit the community of children and future generations. They promote being resourceful, like turning plastic waste into eco bricks. This is allowing education not to just be theoretical but practical way of learning and with the barriers of attending schools this could be a positive way forward. They want to expand; they are part of 100 schools but want to be part of all developing countries through the Ministry of Environment. They take opportunities like world environment day to spread the word of what they wish to achieve. This can be life chanding for communities in places like Nigeria. They have teamed up with another partnership with YieldUp development initiative to allow climate knowledge to be inclusive (Marie,2024).
This idea from Ecocykle reminds me of John Dewey’s pragmatic theory of education, his moto is "learning by doing" for the classrooms to become more hands on, learning through experiences making learning more practical and student-centered, making lesson more problem solving based , building on their resilience, critical thinking, language skills and confidence, he wants people to see education as a tool. His theory is relevant to Nigeria. To move away from structured, over theoretical, class book approach to the curriculum and active civic engagement needed for Nigerian educational reform (International Journal of Research and Innovation, 2023).
‌Another reason why Nigeria is in need for help in education is because of policy gaps and implementation issues, whilst it seems like their policies look professional and reliable like the Universal basic education program and child rights act that promotes children's education, there seems to be a gap between policy and practice with weak enforcements and lack of accountability hinder the outcomes from the documents. Bureaucratic red tape and inefficiencies within the education sector contribute to delays and barriers in the policy and how it is reinforced in education. 
Developing countries relay on charities work to help support the children and their rights, charities like save the children is a global charity that aims to support children's learning through helping local communities and organisations, they are still building on their work as of 2025-2027 they want to focus on meeting the rights of the children allowing them to access school. Through Save the children and working with Plane (partnership for learning for all in Nigeria) they helped over 42,000 (over half being girls) children across three states in northwest Nigeria to access education and received community-supported education for literacy and numeracy. (Save the Children, 2014).
Ways that UNICEF, 2020 and Save the Children has been working in Nigeria since 2001 facing the humanitarian crisis since 2014. In hope to improve the education system they have aims and goals which they hope to achieve in Nigeria. They hope to increase the number of children attending school and particularly increase the number of girls, by strengthening the systems by supporting government policies, helping finance, improving infrastructure, and improving the quality of teaching, tackling culture barriers to ensure the safety of children in schools (Michaelkb, 2024).
Global Goals are another global organisation that helps support the urgency to correct the issues that are stopping children from going to school. Their aims are to by 2030 to ensure that all boys and girls access schools and have quality learning outcomes. To improve the facilities, and to provide a safe, non-violent environment for children and staff, so they have the opportunity to further their skills and further their sustainable development to increase the chance for qualified teachers (The Global Goals, 2025).
White Savior Industrial Complex’ was recognised when Nigerian-American Teju Cole criticised a documentary from Kony 2012, due to several social media posts. Cole supports the white saviour document and praises its work for showing support to poor Africans, but more work needs to be addressed for the structural causes of poverty. It relies on charitable acts to help achieve the goals within the country (Marie, 2024).
‌The world bank undersnading the barriers that Nigeria faces in education and has worked with World Bank-assisted Investment Project Financing (IPF) investing in $1.2 billion, in hope to improve education and empower 15 million girls and boys across Nigeria. Expanding in 2023 to 18 states targeting areas with extreme poverty and that have high rates of children out of school. Katsina is promising to improve education access and since the project has started it has had a great success rate helping millions of children schooling and training, fixing over 13,00 classrooms, better cleaning facilities, solar energy and more equipped school with facilities such as libraries and classrooms. From the worl bank Nigeria has nearly tripled its education spending in five years, but we are not yet seeing the benefits of this money. 602 billion in 2024, yet there are still millions of children out of school and overcrowded classrooms. So, we all ask the question with charities and funding given to underdeveloped countries such as Nigeria, where is the money going and what is it being spent on. Let's hope following the global goals we see a difference for the millions of children out of education in countries where they need and require the help and support. 
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