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Social theory
This essay will cover a variety of different topics covering social theory including, capitalism, cultures and norms and functionalism. Also this essay will show the cultural differences between people with different beliefs, religious and lives dating from past to present. It will include a wide range of sources including internet research, books and general knowledge. These will help evaluate and form a clear image of how different cultures live and still manage to find a way to intertwine in our modern society.
Functionalism is also known as structural – functional theory. It’s a way of looking at society as a structure with specific parts designed to meet the biological needs of the individuals in society. Functionalism came out from the beliefs of Herbert Spencer (1820-1903) who saw many links between society and the human body. The specific parts he spoke about was how the body functioning, the various parts of society that work together. Spencer often referred to social institutions, or behaviour or beliefs he often focused on social needs like government, healthcare and economy.  Some professionals believe that functionalists are the proof that society is held together by a system of social cultures and norms. 
Emile Durkheim was a Sociologist and he used Spencer’s theory to show societies adapt and survive gradually over time. Durkheim thought that society is a very complicated system of different parks that work alongside each other to keep stable. (Durkheim 1893) thought that society has shared values and language. He believed that a Sociologist must look past people to social facts such as values, beliefs and laws which all go in social life. Society is like the human body an organism because if all the organs and all parts of the body are functioning properly them some professional would say that you are fit and healthy and able to cope with what society has to throw at you and live an long and healthy life.
Culture – value and norms
In every culture around the world there is a vast variety of different guidelines that are set as a way that you should conduct yourself when you are in their presence, this can formally be known as a “norm” in society. A cultural norm is an agreed manner in which you should behave or act in order to be accepted. An example of appropriate behaviour in an Islamic society would be that men and women are expected to dress in a certain way such as a woman wear a Hijab as Muslims believe that women should only show their hair to their husband, no other male should be allowed to see this.
Norms of dress or clothing give us clear guidelines on what to wear on certain occasions. A funeral, a working day at a building site or a casual night out with your friends. In these different social situations, you would be expected to wear different clothing which would be deemed appropriate to wear or a ‘norm’ for that particular occasion.
Norms of dress widely differ from every society around the world. An example of this would be in a scenario where a strict Islamic woman was presented with an African tribal woman and a non-religious British white woman. They would be shocked to see the ‘norms’ that each of them share as the Islamic woman would wear a burqa and hijab to cover up as much of their skin as possible than the African woman would be bare breasted and the white woman would wear jeans and a t-shirt.
If it was their first time seeing a woman in that society they would be shocked to see how their life and what type of clothing is deemed acceptable from each woman. Their point of view would be that their way of dress is the most reasonable and acceptable.
Norms are structured by positive and negative results, that is rewards and punishments. Punishments can be for a variety of different reasons including an approving or disapproving glance or a reward could be a kind of acknowledgement for what you have done.
Values are unlike norms as they are more general guidelines. A value is a belief that someone has that is either good desirable. It’s a way for people to establish what is meaningful, worthwhile or worth working for or towards. In the western industrial society is suggested that an individual’s achievement is something they have a major value. That is why individuals from that society believe that it’s important to come top of the class or earn the most money. In the west the value success and are very materialistic, which motivates them to invest their time and effort into making and acquiring material possessions.
Similar to norms, values vary from each society and one value can be seen or expressed in a variety of different norms.
Karl Marx was against a capitalist society and was part of the work, the communist manifesto which is infamous book that condemns the upper classes in a capitalist society. ‘Capitalist Societies’ are not a single type of economic entity. Also they don’t usually deal with similar situations in the same manner as each other.
Marx refers to people as commodities living just to get money to survive. There are class struggles in society those who can afford their own homes and those who can’t. He believed capitalism would destroy society as capitalism needs to have separate classes to work properly. This would then lead on to people resenting each other and therefore push forward a chance to go into socialism and finally abolish Capitalism.
There is a history of class struggles as this quote shows “Freeman and slave, Patrician and Plebeian and Lord and serf guide master” this clearly indicates that Capitalism has been part of the past for a very long time.
Max Weber’s protestant ethic and spirit of capitalism is a guide of the relationship between the ethics of ascetic Protestantism and the rise of modern capitalism. Weber also believes religions have a big part to play in modern economic conditions. He also believes people who are interested in making a profit and looking to make more money see this as an end a way of having high moral standards. Weber’s vision is to get a grip of the source of this spirit. He then turns to Protestantism for a hopeful reason.  Protestantism offers a worldly calling and offers worldly activity a religious figure.
He also argued the we should understand the ideas of capitalism and how they made people rethink about their actions in order to understand the rise of capitalism.
Max Weber was a firm believes that people shape our society and that they encourage the way in which we act the reasons behind it. He was also a believes that there are four types of social action. The first one is the ideal types which are normally compared against cases as a tool to see where they falter. No action is completely out down to only one of the types.
Industrialisation would be when an economically dominated country would move based off the amount of employment to one singular manufacturer. This normally is to do with the making of new factories where things are made in a clearly organised and effective way.
Some views that argue that industrialisation can lead to development are that modernisation theorists believe that industrialisation is the main reason that lead to west developing and what they normally do. Modernisation theorists believe that west should give help to form the development help to developing countries. This will help them with the first injection of capital and skill to allow them to construct factories and power stations and the foundations to help start the industrialisation.
Modern Society was a period which an order of when things took place to differentiate a certain period in time from previous time such as the 18th century to present times. 
This is a period in time where different forms of production were created and this then started a progression which now is known as the industrial revolution. The industrial revolution was a big process where small companies or shops moved their businesses to bigger factories and this brought more people into bigger cities from smaller rural areas.
After reviewing all three theorists Emile Durkheim, Karl Marx .and Max Weber it seems that they have completely different views on social theory. Emile Durkheim believes that society will sort itself out and with help gradually improve socially and economically and everything else will fall into place, whereas Karl Marx believes that a capitalist society will be the end of everything including society itself, as there will be class distinction and therefore no one will ever be equal and this in a modern society will not work. Finally, Max Weber believes that religion has a big role to play in society but this has flaws as so many people in this diverse world believe in different religions which causes lots of other problems as one rule does not fit all. This theory would be problematic in ensuring everyone lives a happy and fulfilling lives within this world.
Overall, after discussing all the key elements in social theory it is clear that religion and social status are two of the key factors that have and continue to play a massive role in society as it is today. 
Whilst researching topics such as capitalism, cultures and norms and functionalism religion and different beliefs is connected to all these topics massively from past to present day. It is clear to see that people have had to adapt through the times in order to fit into culture and norms of society. Most people have changed throughout the years, their religion has stayed the same it’s just society has now accepted it more and that their religious beliefs have become the norm.
After evaluating functionalism in depth it seems to indicate that there is a link between body and the environment to which people live in, there is plenty of evidence for this to be true and plays a big part in society and can influence people s future choices and decisions and therefore play a big part in most people’s lives and those who live with them. This is most definitely still a big factor in social theory and society in general.
In society people have taken on board all the past theorists and used the best parts from their theories to create a modern society which is diverse and accepting of all people regardless of colour, ethnicity, race, wealth, religion and social status. This is really promising for the future in regards to the future generation who will sees society in a different way to people of the past and will make for a better place to live in. As everyone has a right to live in society the way they see fit and should not be judged by other people for being different r believing in something else.
Finally, this essay has shown social theory will be a debate for many more decades to come as it has lots of different aspects which need to looked at for an ideal society.
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