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A written assignment critically evaluating how Assessment for Learning can be utilized in a series of learning opportunities to aid progression across chosen areas of learning and experience.

Theme: Travel 

The purpose of this assignment is to discuss why Assessment for learning (AFL) is important and where it is implemented in schools. Within each lesson plan there will be 1 area of learning (AoLE’s) in each. I have chosen to include Mathematics and Numeracy, Language, Literacy, and communication (LLC) and Expressive Arts as my three areas. Each of these areas are taken from the Curriculum for Wales 2022 and will all contribute to pupil progression. 

The use of AFL in schools today is important because it enables learners to think independently, encouraging them to become less passive in the classroom. It will encourage the learners to develop the ability to self-assess and take part in their own learning and progression (Cambridge Community, n.d.). However, some may argue this point and say the use of AFL is not important because it doesn’t always show a true representation of assessment. For example, when using self – assessment, some learners may doubt their own learning and may not feel confident in the work they have produced therefore not marking it accurately. Alongside this, with peer assessment, some may struggle assessing someone else’s work if they are not good at it themselves or if they don’t have a great understanding independently (WordPress, 2013). Therefore, the use of AFL in schools may cause controversy between staff, different teaching styles and planning. AFL is implemented into our curriculum but under the principles rather than using the term ‘AFL’ (Welsh Government, 2022). There might be some controversy about this as some may argue the curriculum from 2008 focused more on the ‘Assessment for learning’ than what it does now with the Curriculum for Wales 2022, where we focus more on ‘learner progression’ (Welsh Government, 2022). Others argue that the AFL is still implemented within the ‘National Numeracy and Reading Online Personalised Assessments’(Welsh Government, 2022). This highlights it is still being implemented, yet there’s not so much of a focus on the term AFL although the principles around it implies it is still frequently being used in the classroom. Personally, I believe that AFL is used on a daily reoccurrence whether is planned for or not, it comes naturally whilst teaching. During my placement I used whiteboards as an Formative Assessment AFL strategy, by doing this I was able to assess the children’s understanding of what I had been teaching or explaining and be able to identify if they had understood when they wrote their answers on white boards.​ If there was any children who got their answers wrong, I would pause with the white boards and do an example on my whiteboard at the front of the class. By doing this the children were able to see where they went wrong and knew what the correct method was ready for their next question. ​Deb Friss (2021) argues this and suggests that this is not an effective AFL method because it is time consuming due to handing out whiteboards and pens, she sees it as wasted teaching and learning time which cannot be recovered. 

[bookmark: _Int_7udVj9KX][bookmark: _Int_1WLKk3cJ]Pupil progression focuses on children’s understanding of fundamental knowledge and understanding of academic skills, and the way they develop each of these skills within a certain time frame. Pupil progression is crucial in schools and refers to how a child develops from one stage to the next. Research states that progression refers to “a change to the next stage of development” (Cambridge Dictionary, 2022). In schools, children are always developing from one stage to the next. However, this can be dependent on the rate and sequence that the child develops. The rate refers to the speed or age in which a child makes progress, whereas the sequence refers to the ‘normal’ pattern in which the children learn new skills. Gesell’s maturation theory supports this as he believed that all children would go through the same stages of development, in the same sequence but at their own rate (Tutor2u, 2019). He also believes that these factors are influenced by the physical and mental traits an individual has. However, theorists such as Piaget disagrees with Gesell as he feels the child’s sequences and rate of development is due to the environmental factors (Tutor2u, 2019). Paul Main (n.d.) discusses that Vygotsky disagrees with both these theorists and believes that children learn and develop in three stages: cognitive, motoric, and sociocultural. From my experience in a classroom, I agree with Vygotsky because I have seen how the children implement the internalization method, and I have seen the benefits that ZPD stages have within the classroom. Pupil progression is beneficial because it allows the teachers to assess how much information has been retained and can monitor where the children are at. Research states that pupil progression is beneficial because ‘It enables learners to recognise achievement and make progress, and teachers to shape and adapt their teaching to individual needs and aspirations’ (Qualifications and Curriculum Development Agency, 2010). It is crucial that teachers have opportunities to assess where adaptions need to be made to their teaching styles to fulfil the needs of their learners. On the other hand, Department for Education (2021) explains that there are some limitations to pupil progression such as, sample sizes are smaller resulting in less accurate progress statistics. Therefore, this affects the data and reliability of how accurate pupils’ attainment levels are. 

[bookmark: _Int_UDOV6Gq1][bookmark: _Int_3IFFzaOQ]The lesson plans I’ve created are for year 3’s, aged 7 to 8 years old. There are 30 pupils within the class and have been divided into ability groups, triangles (MAT), squares (intermediate ability) and circles (LA). I will adapt the activities to suit the correct ability. There is little prior knowledge here as this is a new topic. However, the children’s own personal experiences can contribute to their prior knowledge. I have chosen AFL strategies such as creating a success criterion with the children, Traffic lights system and Blooms Taxonmy questioning self and peer assessment. The first lesson plan involves the Mathematics and Numeracy AoLE. Within this lesson the children will be learning how to budget their travel expenses. They will be doing this by budgeting their transport, accommodation, and food expenses. This will contribute to the Curriculum for Wales 2022, 4 purposes “Ambitious, capable learners who are ready to learn throughout their lives” (Welsh Government 2020). The children will have some prior knowledge about money as they have covered this in their previous lessons. Budgeting will be introduced as a new concept in this maths lesson which may be confusing at first, but I have planned for misconceptions in my planning and reinforced that repetition and one to one support will be provided to ensure the children have a good understanding. Within this lesson, the children will be using an AFL self-assessment method to assess their work using a pink or green comment, which allows them to evaluate their understanding of the work they have completed. 

[bookmark: _Int_RzlDtWhn][bookmark: _Int_bPk003lN][bookmark: _Int_2LMbDROT][bookmark: _Int_dEDQlOD3][bookmark: _Int_rFuMY0Gk] The second lesson plan involves the LLC AoLE via the use of persuasive language. Within this lesson, the children will be thinking about an experience they have had involving some form of travel and be creating a leaflet persuading the rest of the class to go to their chosen destination. I will provide the children with the examples of different destinations and leaflets as examples of inspiration for them to use. The focus of this lesson is so I can assess where the children are at in regards in progression and understand how to write a leaflet. I will help the children achieve this goal by creating a success criteria and word bank with them which enforces another AFL strategy. The third lesson plan involves the Expressive Arts AoLE. Within this lesson the children will be learning how to fill in a passport and then work in groups to role play working in a travel agent. By doing this the children will learn more about the world around them and how to work effectively as part of a team. It will also link in with the Curriculum for Wales 2022, 4 purposes, “enterprising, creative contributors who lead and play different roles in teams effectively and responsibly” (Welsh Government 2020). This demonstrates an AFL strategy as the children will be verbally sharing feedback to their peers. 

Literature review 
The Assessment for learning (AFL) originates from the UK professors Paul Black and Dylan William. They developed the idea of AFL after extensive research which examined “250 research articles from 160 journals published over a nine-year period” (CCEA, 2007). As a result of this, statistics showed an increase of fifteen to thirty percent in primary performance classroom assessment (CCEA, 2007). They highlighted their research through a review called ‘inside the black box’ created in 1998, Sherrington (2021). This book outlined specific recommendations for practitioners about how to implement and engage with formative assessment. The way in which the authors came up with recommendations was through exploring three questions, which Sherrington T (2021) states are “Is there evidence that improving formative assessment raises standards? Is there evidence that there is room for improvement? And Is there evidence about how to improvement formative assessment?”. They later published another book called ‘Working inside the Black Box’ in 2002, Sherrington T (2021). Within this book, Sherrington T (2021) explains that the findings were outlined within the four areas of formative assessment: Questioning, feedback, peer, and self-assessment and sharing criteria with learners. Feedback was provided in each of these areas. Some suggestions to improve questioning was more wait time for answers should be required for the learners. Research supports this is true, and states due to an increase in wait time, pupils believe their understanding has improved and statistics show ‘84% of the classes agree’ (Nuttall T, n.d.). However, some may disagree with this due to being unfamiliar with implementing it into class. Kelly M (2020) supports this and states that “For teachers who may feel pressured to cover content or want to get through a unit, that uninterrupted silence can feel unnaturally long, especially if that pause is not a classroom norm”. The key aspects of AFL come under the four elements which are sharing criteria with learners, use and quality of feedback, quality of questions/talk, peer, and self-assessment. Each of these areas’ aids pupil progression through good practice and implementation. The quality of questioning aids progression via challenging the children’s understanding of something on a deeper level. During an inset I attended, I found out that the use of questioning has now been added to the Estyn report. Estyn (2022) states that as part of excellent practice questioning should be used “skilfully to probe understanding”. The quality of feedback aids progression via building the children’s self-esteem and confidence, which encourages the learners to be more willing and motivated to enhancing their own learning. The peer and self-assessment method aids progression through children developing their independence and collaborative learning skills and taking charge of their own learning. Sammons P (n.d) argues this and explains that there is a risk of losing the authority in the class if too much learner involvement occurs due to traditional teaching styles being disrupted. Williams D (2017) believes that there are five main strategies of formative assessment: “1. Clarifying, sharing, and understanding learning intentions and success criteria, 2. Eliciting evidence of feedback, 3. Providing feedback that moves learning forward, 4. Activating learners as instructional resources for one another, 5. Activating learners as owners of their own learning”.  The literature shows that when teachers rely on evidence to make decisions about how to move forward, it has a greater impact on the learners and how the difference between tracking and not tracking progress helped learners develop. Assessment for learning (AFL) benefits children in many ways. Having multiple AFL strategies in place when planning and carrying out a lesson benefits the children because it allows the teacher to assess the children in different ways rather than using the same strategies. It also encourages teachers to plan for misconceptions.  AFL has a positive outcome on a child’s “instruction and learning” (Laveault, D, & Allal, L, 2016, p.7).  Research states that the Welsh government, OECD, and Estyn found evidence that advocates there was good practise of AFL being implemented in schools. Some limitations however were that some AFL strategies were undeveloped and the satisfactory of some AFL practice differed between schools, Welsh Government (2022). The Welsh Government (2022) explains the challenges that AFL causes is there is a lack of time, there is limited teacher knowledge, the level of learner participation is limited, teachers understanding of the differences between practice and perceptions and the teachers understanding between Assessment of learning (AoL) and Assessment for Learning (AFL). These are all key factors which contribute to good practice if they can be improved. Therefore, I believe moving forward the overall message here is to have more AFL inset and training provided for teachers to overcome these challenges. 

Main body 
I have chosen three AoLEs all of which contribute to travel. I chose Maths AoLE because this is a crucial skill to incorporate especially when discussing travel and budgeting. I chose language, literacy, and communication AoLE because this is another important skill that comes into travel and writing creatively. This is important because it allows the children to incorporate their own experiences and develop their cognitive development. I chose expressive arts AoLE because I believe it is important the children can express themselves creatively and collaboratively within the classroom environment. I feel this is important to highlight that everyone is different and can be themselves, which supports a child’s health and wellbeing.  Within each lesson plan I have taken into consideration Donaldson’s twelve pedagogical principles as well as progression steps to ensure the learners are achieving their very best. Within my three plans I have included how the lesson focuses on areas of the four purposes, Oxford Primary (2015). Within my maths lesson I have included areas to promote the learner’s problem solving, creative and critical thinking skills, Oxford Primary (2015).I have encouraged collaboration, Oxford Primary (2015) within my expressive arts lesson as the children will be working collaboratively as a team to role play working in the travel agents. This links in with creating an authentic context for learning as it is widening the children’s understanding of how the world around them works, Oxford Primary (2015). 

During my language, literacy, and communication (LLC) lesson the children will have the opportunity to self-assess their work against the class success criteria we created, therefore this incorporates using assessment for learning to accelerate their own progress, Oxford Primary (2015). Alongside encouraging them to take responsibility for their own learning, Oxford Primary (2015) which also occurs in maths when the learners are self-assessing their work using a pink or green comment. Within each lesson plan I have reinforced how cross-curricular responsibilities are implemented. During the LLC lesson when the children are creating their leaflets they can build on previous knowledge and experience here to engage their interest, Oxford Primary (2015). I have done this by referring to the ‘What Matters Statements’ and ‘Progression Steps’. In my LLC lesson I have linked my cross curricular skills to “Literacy: Writing planning and organising for different purpose, audiences and context, Progression Step 1” (Welsh Government Hwb, 2022). I have chosen to collaboratively share the criteria with the learners as one part of four areas of AFL. I have decided to create a success criterion with the children which they will stick in their books and self-assess as they are writing to ensure they have covered everything on the list. The success criteria will be in two columns, one labelled feature with the features beneath it, and the other with a tick or cross where the children will identify what they have included in their writing. There will also be smiley faces next to the table which the children can tick to indicate how they felt about their work. There will be a green face saying, ‘I can do that’, a yellow face saying, ‘I’m nearly there’ and a red face saying, ‘I need help’. I believe this is a good AFL approach to use in this lesson because it allows the children to monitor their own learning as they are working. It provides them with a structure to follow to be successful. The benefits of this AFL approach are that the children co-constructed their own ideas of what needs to be included in their work which highlights their understanding of the task. Another benefit of this approach is that the children have a step to success criteria to follow independently which promotes their independence skills. The school run (2022) agrees and explains it can encourage the learners to know what expectations are expected from them during the lesson. Alternatively, when implementing this approach, I’ve got to be cautious of my lower ability children and ensure I adapt the success criteria to ensure they understand what the task is as they will not be writing as much as the rest of the class. Clil Media (2021) agrees and explains that children who lack structure and routine may feel less engaged with the lesson especially when trying to follow a structed task. The benefits of creating the success criteria with the children first is because it gets them actively involved in their own learning immediately. Owen D & Dunne E (n.d, p479) agrees and explains that it gains the learners perspective and understanding. Durran J (2019) disagrees with the using a success criterion, he explains that he feels having a success criterion can limit how much the children can write and limits the information and imagination within the writing. As a result of this lesson, I would like my learners to show me they can write a leaflet and follow a success criterion, achieving progression step 3. 

During my Maths lesson I would like to see the children develop an understanding of how money can be used In a real-life context and understand the concept of budgeting achieving Progression Step 3. The children have some prior knowledge about money, however expanding their knowledge about how to budget deepens their understanding. Within this lesson I have linked my cross curricular skills to progression step 3 ‘I can use and interpret calendars, timetables, and schedules to plan events and activities, and make calculations as part of the planning journey’ (Welsh Government Hwb, 2022). I have chosen to use the traffic light self-assessment method as one part of four areas of AFL, as Sherrington T (2021) explains comes under the self and peer assessment category. The benefits of this strategy are the children can self-assess independently using a visual aid. Natalie (2012) agrees and explains that it can be used as a confidence response method which corresponds how the learners feel about their learning. Although, Shrestha p (2017) describes how Weiner’s Attribution theory disagrees explaining that if a child repeatedly finds a piece of work difficult, and always shows a red flash card, this child may result in having low self-esteem, motivation and confidence making them a lower achiever within the class. I have implemented the traffic light system during the main task so the children can assess how they are learning as they are working. This is important because it emphasises the importance of tracking progress to plan effectively for the next lesson. Ofsted (2011) agrees with this and explains dependant on the level of pupil engagement determines the distinction between okay and excellent progress and assessment. Although, when implementing this approach, I’ve got to be cautious that there may be some children who feel they are embarrassed to say they are finding the work difficult or cannot self-assess how their finding their learning independently. These limitations must be taken into consideration when planning and as the teacher I would adapt the AFL method by asking my LSA to sit with a specific group of children to guide them as I float around the classroom. However, if I didn’t have an LSA I would have more pitstops throughout the lesson to check the children’s understanding by doing a few examples of the work on the whiteboard. 
As a result of this lesson, I would like my learners to show an understanding of how to budget a simple travel experience involving transport, food, and accommodation expenses. 

During my expressive arts lesson I would like to see the children develop an understanding of how a travel agents work and how to fill in a passport, which provides them with real life concepts of the world of work achieving Progression Step 2. Travel is a new topic for the children so the only prior knowledge they may have are personal encounters. Within this lesson I have linked my cross curricular skills to ‘2.4.4: literacy fires imagination and inspires creativity’ under ‘2.4: Languages, literacy, and communication’ hwb.gov. Wales. (n.d.). I have also linked it to ‘2.1.1 Exploring the expressive arts is essential to developing artistic skills and knowledge and it enables learners to become curious and creative individuals’ 
under ‘2.1: Expressive arts’ hwb.gov. Wales. (n.d.). I have chosen to use Blooms Taxonomy cards from Twinkl, and have one on each table, and as each group performs their role play towards the end of the lesson, each table as a group needs to use the flashcards to come up with one question or piece of feedback to the group that has performed. This method covers two areas of AFL, as Sherrington T (2021) explains comes under the Questioning and peer and self-assessment category. The benefits of this AFL approach are that the children’s understanding of higher order questioning will be improved, and they will be providing more detailed feedback and gain detailed responses. Elbanna A (n.d.) agrees and highlights that the students’ progress and development can be monitored based on their responses which helps aid their progression. Contradicting this, Simplypsychology (2021) explains
that the author Doug Lemov disagrees with the use of Blooms Taxonomy because he believes that learners who may be socially deprived may suffer due to lack of resources which affect their knowledge, affecting their attainment levels in schools. Although when implementing this approach, I’ve got to be aware that the limitations of this are that some children may struggle to think of questions or pieces of feedback for the group that has performed. Therefore, it is my role to ensure that the flashcards on each table are based on abilities and prompts from myself are provided to help the children ask the detailed questions. For example, for my lower ability children I would provide them with the ‘Remember’ flashcard as this is level one of learning. If my higher ability children struggled with the higher-level questions, I would provide them with opportunities to choose another flashcard from another level, and in my next lesson I would plan to focus on the flashcards that the children found difficult to use. I have decided to implement the bloom taxonomy flashcards at the end of each performance because the learners can discuss as a group what their question could be and provide feedback to their peers. Virtual college (n.d) agrees with this formative assessment method because it gives them clear outlines of what went well and where room for development is required which helps aid pupil progression. As a result of this lesson, I would like my learners to show a clear understanding of how to fill in a passport and use the Blooms Taxonomy cards to improve their questioning to aid their progression. 

Conclusion 
Reflecting on my literature review, I believe that there is a huge importance to include AFL into planning because it allows teachers to monitor the children’s progress and include a variety of lesson activities and new ideas within the classroom environment. Including AFL in planning allows teachers to plan for misconceptions and ensure that learners needs, and abilities are at the centre of all that we do. In my opinion I believe that when I’m planning, AFL is something I will always use because I have recognised the benefits in my own practice during placement and via the research I have carried out for this assignment. I have also picked up the way in which different AFL methods have been used by other student teachers during bridging, and the advantages and disadvantages that come with each strategy. 

Whilst planning my lessons and implementing AFL methods within the classroom I wanted to ensure that each lesson provided learning opportunities to aid pupil progression. During my maths lesson, I believe the self-assessment AFL strategy benefited the children because it developed their understanding of how-to self-assess and build their confidence in doing so. Limitations here are how accurate are the learners’ personal perspectives of the self-assessment traffic light cards, and what’s the best way to determine their feedback. During my Expressive arts lesson, the Blooms Taxonomy AFL questioning method benefited the pupil’s progression as it expanded their questioning skills and provided them with the opportunity to develop their social, cognitive and peer assessment skills. Limitations that arise with this method is questioning how many classes across the school refer to the Blooms Taxonmy when trying to develop the children’s questioning skills. Whilst planning my LLC lesson, I trust that implementing the class constructed success criteria benefited the pupil’s progression because it gave them a clear outline to what they needed to do to be successful. Overall, every learning episode implemented learning opportunities to aid pupil progression.
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