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Court and Society Character Dossier
  My character will be playing as the ruler of Coele-Syria and High Priest of the Temple of Astarte in the region of Coele-Syria, based in Damascus. My character will be a Greek male, due to the fact that Coele-Syria is both a puppet of the Ptolemaic dynasty in Egypt, who are Greek descendants of Alexander’s conquests, and that the word ‘Coele’ is a Greek word literally translated as ‘Hollow’ but originally from the Aramaic for ‘All Syria’.[footnoteRef:1] It is important that my character is a Greek, both due to the fact that Coele-Syria and Phoenicia are puppets of Egypt, and that there are tensions between Egypt and Seleucia, both Greek territories, at this point in time (225 BC), after both have already fought wars over Coele-Syria and Phoenicia, and would continue to fight over the territory until the Romans intervened, according to Livy.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Grabbe, 2006]  [2:  Livius Patavinus and Yardley, 2017] 

  I have created my character to appear what I think a typical citizen of the Middle East would look like in the period of 225 BC. My character is a thirty five year old Greek male measuring at about 5’8. He is called Apollonius as many of the provincial governors of Coele-Syria were named as such according to the Bible in 1 Maccabees.[footnoteRef:3] As he spends much of the day indoors at the temple, he does not have as dark a complexion as somebody who works outdoors, but he is still olive skinned as he was born in the region. Due to working at both the temple and court on a daily basis, he is not a slim man and feels he must start going outside more. [3:  The New English Bible, 2009] 

  My character is the ruler and High Priest of Astarte in the region of Coele-Syria. As the ruler of Coele-Syria, it is my job to keep the region stable and safe from any threats that may harm the region, be they from the Seleucids, the Egyptians, or internal; from the satrap within Coele-Syria or my partner in Phoenicia. This concern comes from the history of betrayal surrounding the Ptolemy’s and the fact that, as we are a puppet of them, they may try to influence our politics to gain full control of the region.[footnoteRef:4] My other concern as a ruler is the management of the region. It is my job to manage the affairs of the court and lower ranks alike, be it political concerns over trade and expansionism down to sorting disputes between farmers, as many rulers have been expected to throughout history. [4:  Justinus et al., 2011] 

  My other job is to serve my deity as High Priest of Astarte, as religion and faith are very important to a healthy society. Astarte is a goddess descended from Ishtar, a Babylonian deity, and it is my job to, firstly, minister to the followers of the religion, and to, secondly, faithfully serve Astarte in life at the temple and in court.[footnoteRef:5] It will be my job to organise and oversee any festivals held in her name and to keep track of her religious occasions during the year. [5:  Budin, 2004] 

  My character has three aims and objectives he wishes to accomplish in his life. Firstly, as Coele-Syria has historically been fought over many times before, he wishes to stop that fighting and turn the region into a prosperous trade route between two empires. The historical precedence for creating a trade route between two great empires is the ‘Silk Road’, stretching from China to Turkey.[footnoteRef:6]My character believes that prosperous trade will make the region a target of foreign invasions, but due to both the Seleucid Empire and Ptolemaic Kingdom benefitting from the trade route, they will help Coele-Syria and Phoenicia in times of need. [6:  Elisseeff, 2000] 

  My character’s second aim is to fortify the parts of the region on the Euphrates River that the Seleucid Empire borders next to Coele-Syria, as the threat of Seleucid invasion is very real and potentially imminent. The river will act as a brilliant barrier and deterrent against the Seleucids invading through Coele-Syria and disrupting both the trade and infrastructure of the region.[footnoteRef:7] However, my character understands that this will take far more money and manpower than Coele-Syria has, therefore he will look to the Ptolemy’s for aid, as this benefits them as well. Historical precedence for fortifying this area of the region can be seen in the Roman fortress of Zenobia and the more recent fortifications built by NATO forces in Syria. [7:  Lawrence, 1979] 



  My character’s third and final aim is to make sure that Coele-Syria and Phoenicia survive to become prosperous nations. Coele-Syria has been treated like a battlefield between the Seleucid Empire and Ptolemaic Kingdom for far too long, and he wishes to see his homeland free from both of the neighbouring powers. Therefore, he will attempt to free Coele-Syria through either diplomatic means or subterfuge and espionage against the Ptolemaic Kingdom. My character understands that, once this has happened, there will be nothing to stop the Seleucid Empire from taking Coele-Syria and Phoenicia by force, which is why my character will bide his time and wait for another conflict to erupt between the Seleucids and Ptolemy’s, then use the ensuing turmoil to break free. The Romans could also be convinced to help in this endeavour, probably for a steep price. The historical precedence for this action can be seen one hundred years earlier when Macedon conquered Athens and then had to face revolts from Athenians who wanted to be free.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Atkinson, 1981] 

  As stated earlier, my character wishes to build fortifications along the Euphrates River that borders the Seleucid Empire, therefore, he will petition the Ptolemaic royal court to give him aid and manpower to undertake the project, as it will help slow down any Seleucid invasion and also allow more Egyptian soldiers to be stationed on the border against the Seleucids, if they so wish. In exchange, the Ptolemy’s will get a greater share of the profits that are made from the trade route through Coele-Syria and Phoenicia. 
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