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ECGE4003Q – Portfolio of Study Skills
Assessment Tasks
Part 1
Many countries such as Iceland believe it is very important that children play outdoors throughout their lives. Norodahl and Johannesson (2013) write about government papers which explain that outdoors is healthy for children. In the curriculum guidelines, Norodahl and Johannesson (2013) state that being outside can be an important learning environment for children as they learn how to see the world in a natural and positive way. In addition, they begin to see outdoors as a place where they can exercise and live a healthier life (Norodahl and Johannesson, 2013). 
Outdoors is emphasised largely in Iceland for children aged 1 to 6 as they play outside every day in schools. Children aged 6 to 16 are only allowed to play outside with their friends when it is breaktime. It is unknown what teachers do to improve outdoor learning however, it may vary due to each individual teacher specialising in different departments. Nevertheless, there are figures in Iceland which show that teachers are using more outdoor learning today than they did in the past. In Reyjkavik, the capital of Iceland, 70% of schools said that they use outside education quite often (Oladottir, 2008). 



Adapted from:

Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406. 

Part 2a
This essay discusses forest schools. According to the Forest School Network, a Forest School is defined as “an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults’ regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment” (O’Brian and Murray, 2006). People are concerned that children are not able to experience green surroundings, such as woodlands, in schools as their parents used to because it can be dangerous and can result in accidents. Additionally, children have a variety of indoor activities to choose from these days, which makes them less interested in going outdoors (O’Brian and Murray, 2006). Research shows that if children don’t experience outdoor activities when they are young, they will lose interest when they are older. This will result in children missing out on the physical and emotional benefits of access to nature (Thompson et al. 2004). Outdoor learning is very different to learning in a classroom environment. The Welsh Government are encouraging teachers to introduce forest school in their own schools, especially in foundation phase (WAG, 2009).
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Part 2b 
1. If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism. It is important that students avoid this because it could result in serious consequences which can include work being destroyed, failing the module, expulsion from university or legal action being taken. Students can plagiarise because they could be under a large amount of stress which can result in paying websites to write the essays for them. It is essential that students avoid this by ensuring they organise their time to be able to complete work by the deadlines. Additionally, students should avoid accidental plagiarism by making sure they read over their work carefully and reference correctly. 

2. False as it is essential that students reference all the information and ideas that they refer to in their work in order to ensure all sources are acknowledged. These sources can include books, journal and newspaper articles, the internet, blogs, videos, conferences or legal and government publications. It is important that students reference their work as it shows that they have researched broadly around the subject and makes it easier for the lecturer to find the sources. In addition to this, referencing can strengthen work as you will find the relevant information to support your points. 

3. I believe this statement is false as Wikipedia is a very unreliable academic source. The reason for this is because any individual can edit or add information to the website which could result in the student using inaccurate information in their assignments. This could then result in the student being disappointed in their mark as the information in their work is incorrect, or they could fail the assignment. In addition to this, information on Wikipedia can be biased as individuals include their opinions on a variety of subjects. Therefore, if a student were to use this information, it could be seen as inaccurate and could lower the overall assignment mark. 

4. In order to reference a long quotation which is more than 30 words or 2 lines, you will need to do so in a specific format. This will include writing the quotation as a separate paragraph and ensuring that you indent the paragraph. As it is a long quotation, you will not be required to include quotation marks. After writing out the quotation, the author’s surname, year of publication and the page number or URL will have to be enclosed in round brackets at the bottom. 

5. Before starting an academic assignment it is essential to understand the question and read around the subject that is given. Five sources that would be acceptable for academic study are books, journal articles, the internet, reports and reviews. By using these sources to research for the academic assignment, the reader will notice that the student has read extensively around the subject to ensure all areas are covered. Additionally, it is important to use reliable sources in order to ensure that referencing is done correctly as this is what supports the arguments in the assignment. 
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Part 3
The title of the article that will be discussed is ‘Students’ Perspective on Cyber Bullying’ and is written by the authors Agatston, P.W, Kowalski, R and Limber, S. The topic of this article is cyber bullying amongst students and the aim is to “gain a better understanding of the impact of cyber bullying on students” (Agatston, 2007, p 59). In addition, it aims to educate students, educators and students further on the topic of cyber bullying and find possible solutions to the rising problem. Cyber bullying has become a large problem that affects many young people as technology continues to develop. During this review of the article, a variety of key points will be discussed which will develop the reader’s knowledge of the topic. Additionally, strengths and weaknesses will be recognised and possible suggestions for further improvement in the article could be presented. 

The article focuses on a study of 148 students in 4 different schools being interviewed during 45 minute long focus groups. The students were asked scripted questions and were divided by gender during these focus groups. Furthermore, the text focuses specifically on focus groups in the “Cobb County School District of Marietta, Georgia” (Agatston, 2007, p.59). One of the writer’s key arguments is that the majority of cyber bullying happens outside of school as the students are not allowed to use phones during school. In addition to this, the writer suggests throughout the article that female students view cyber buylling as a bigger problem in comparison to male students. The writer indicates that educating parents and students further about cyber bullying, by encouraging parents to sign policies and include lessons on cyber bullying for students, could prevent it from happening in the future.  

Firstly, the structure of the article is fairly clear as the writer uses subheadings such as ‘methods’, ‘results’ and ‘discussion’. There is good variety of short and long paragraphs, which makes the text easier to read and to look for specific information. The writer repeats the key points throughout which links all of the paragraphs together for example, the writer mentions that phones and developing technology are the main causes of cyber bullying. However, the structure could be improved slightly at the beginning to ensure it is easy to read, for example, adding an introduction subheading. Additionally, the statistics and numbers within the article are simple and easy to follow yet, lack further information. For example, the statistics mentioned under the subheading “methods”, which are based on “diverse socioeconomic (SES) data” could include more background information about the ‘SES’ (Agatston, 2007, p. 60).  

In comparison, the article ‘Cyber-Bullying: Creating a Culture of Respect in a Cyber World’ by Keith, S. and Martin, M.E., is structured differently as it does not contain subheadings but succeeds to present the information in an organised way. The writer achieves this by using bullet points to simplify the paragraphs which makes it easier to read. The bullet points are used to present statistics in a simple way and to emphasise key information. Moreover, a separate text box labelled as “figure 1” highlights important information for children, parents and schools. This information is displayed distinctly which will instantly appeal to the reader (Keith, 2005, p. 227).

Secondly, the language used is formal therefore it suits the audience as it targets parents and educators. The paragraphs are written well and are simply structured which is easy to read. In addition to this, the article is written to a high standard which indicates that the writer’s vocabulary and grammar skills are very developed. There is use of persuasive language throughout the text as the writer suggests to parents and educators’ ways to solve the ongoing problem of cyber bullying. Additionally, some objective language is used at the beginning as the writer presents information about cyber bullying and when explaining the study. There is a significant amount of evidence included in the results section that is focused on the study however, some statistics could be presented in order to make the section more interesting, for example, using bullet points.

The second article by (Keith, 2005) similarly uses formal language. There are no subheadings however, the article is clearly structured which makes it easy to read. In comparison to the first article by (Agatston, 2007), there is more use of objective language. This is demonstrated by including additional information about cyber bullying and having a wide range of factual evidence to support this. Additionally, numerous examples of cyber bullying cases are presented in the text which can be seen as persuasive language. The cases discussed could have an emotional effect on parents as they will want to do more to improve the situation. Therefore, the writer has achieved their aim as parents would turn to the schools to suggest ways to solve the problem. 

Thirdly, the writer clearly indicates after analysing the results of the study that the main cause of cyber bullying within the schools is developing technology and mobile phones. Additionally, the discussion suggests that as the internet continues to develop, it will be easier for young people to access which will increase the problem. Therefore, the writer concludes the article by suggesting schools prepare for an increase in cyber bullying and implies ways to avoid this. The first recommendation suggested is schools that allow the use of mobile phones prepare for the increase by implementing policies and ensuring that there will be consequences as a result of using mobile phones during the school day. Final recommendations advise that students and parents should read and sign the school’s technology policies and educate students further about cyber bullying. The writer has reached these conclusions by analysing the student’s responses during the focus groups.

To conclude, I believe it is an appropriate academic article as the information presented is well written and reaches the aims that are set out. However, the structure could be improved by shortening some paragraphs and including bullet points to highlight important information which will simplify the overall layout. 
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