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Introduction:
I am a graduate student completing my ‘Academic and Employability Skills’ course where I have the opportunity to develop my employability and academic skills. In this reflective analysis report I have assessed the improvements of those skills compared to previous situation with the current level of skills I have. In this report I have focused my experiences in term 1 and how I have developed my academic and employability skills. Through this report I have discussed how the term 1 module was helpful to develop my academic and employability skills. At the end of the report I have mentioned what additional skills I need to improve to more eligible for a job as a graduate.
The experience:
In term 1 I have went through both positive and negative experiences, but overall the experience of completing term 1 of ‘Academic and Employability Skills’ was very helpful for me to focus my vital academic and employability skills. The term 1 module is only designed by my university focusing the key academic and employability skills so that graduate students like me can be prepared early to join any job where they want to develop their career. My experience through developing some academic and employability s kills are discussed below-
In term 1 the most importance was given on the development of communication skills. I have developed my communication skills focusing verbal and non-verbal communication techniques. I have developed my written communication ability by doing all the academic tasks like report, presentation and assignments. Here I have some negative experiences from where I have got some lesson. For example, I used to prepare my reports and assignments using typical techniques and most of the time following other students’ writing style that actually confused me and the quality of my writing reduced. It was very tough for me to get good grades for my writing. So, I have consulted with my teacher and followed the class lecture only that helped me to me focused on specific writing techniques and gradually I improved in this area.
Before this module I have some knowledge and understanding about academic referencing, but in this course in term 1 I have gathered much knowledge and understanding about proper referencing. The referencing style I used to follow was Harvard referencing style, but I had some mistakes in that. In term 1 with the help of my course teacher I have fine-tuned those problems and now I am very confident about my academic referencing. In this module I have improved my knowledge about citation, paraphrasing, development of reference or bibliography list, reference from different sources like books, electronic sources, newspaper and journals.     
Learning about academic research in this module was my one of the most important positive experience I had. I know that research is very important for personal and professional development. The course materials were designed to give in-depth idea and information about academic research. The learning about academic research and how it is managed in an academic environment is widely discussed by the teacher of this course and the way my teacher designed the class lecture and supportive alerting material were very helpful and easy to understand about research. The students of this module were assigned for different academic research at small sale those were very effective to get the opportunity to assess the effectiveness of implementation of research process. We used to work as a team where it also improved our team work skills. 
In this course most of the academic activities are done through team work. The course teacher used to assign most of the academic work like academic research, assignment and report in group that actually helped me to develop my team work skills. Team work is one of the most important employability skills that asked by most of the employers, so, the university actually designed this course to improve this skills involving students in team activity. In order to work in a team I have went through both positive and negative experiences and trough those experiences I have learnt a lot about team work. For example, I have noticed that in our team of 5 members one team members was not giving full effort rather he was focused on personal performance objectives that hampered our team performance that I have addressed during our group presentation. We openly discussed with him ad convinced him to be cooperative for good team performance. 
Reflective observation: 
In this segment I am going to evaluate the significance of the employability and academic skills I have developed in term 1 and how this module helped to develop these skills and improved my performance-
Improvement in communication skills: In this module the written communication skill was focused where the course was designed to generate quality academic writing improving the techniques of report and assignment writing. The referencing techniques and skills are also directly related with the improvement of academic writing that is also included in this module. As a result my academic writing skills improved a lot. My course teacher also helped us to gate knowledge and understanding about professional writing that helped me to develop my writing communication skills for professional purpose. In this way the development of communication skills developed which is the most important employability skill I have. 
Improvement in academic writing skill: There are some differences between academic and professional writing that I didn’t know before completing this module. My course teacher helped me and other students of this course to get proper knowledge and understanding about the techniques of academic learning. With the support of course materials on academic skills development I have learnt some effective writing skills. Now I know how different pattern and styles are implemented in order to write academic report, assignment, research proposal, research report, essays and paragraphs and C.V. As a part of the writing skills development I have developed my academic referencing techniques.  The quality of my academic writing also improved a lot. So, I have benefitted from this course module a lot because my writing style has improved a lot which I can address evaluating my previous grades to current grades given for my academic reports and assignments.
Improvement of research technique: This module is designed to improve the research techniques of graduating students and specially focused on academic research. So, it was very useful for me to get in-depth idea about academic research, its importance and processes. Now I actually follow this research process in my other course that is leading me to prepare good quality academic research. So the improvement is significant from my perspective. At the same time I had the opportunity to get decent idea about professional research from my course teacher that is helpful as well to improve my academic research methods. Through academic research using survey and interviewing method I have enhanced my knowledge and understanding.    
Improvement of pressure handling skill: This module consists of many important study materials those were covered by assignments, report, research and presentations. So, throughout the course I was in tight work schedule to complete all those academic tasks properly. In most of the cases I had to work in team that also helped me to develop the capacity to work under pressure within a team. This is an important employability and academic skills to be ready for organizing all tasks with proper planning. So, I hope that it will help me in my professional workplace environment to handle workplace workload. 
Improvement of flexibility: Flexibility is another employability skill that I have developed through my academic life in this degree program with the support of the university management and course teachers. During my degree program for improved course the course materials were changed and updated. In that case I had to adapt those changes and perform. In contrast, in terms of working in team in different courses I had to deal with the diversity and sometimes team conflicts. In those cases I adapted those situations and was focused to my academic goal. So, the flexibility of performing in different situation will helps me to work in changing organizational environment. 
Conceptualization (Academic and Employability skills gap analysis):
I have developed some important academic and employability skills in term 1 course module those I need to improve more. So, it is important to evaluate my current and previous skill analysis to figure out the skill gaps. Here I have conducted a skill gap analysis to figure out the gap of my academic and employability skills-
Research skill gap: By the term 1 module my academic research skills improved a lot but in terms of professional research and information analysis I have some lacking that I actually address when I attend in any research seminar and conference. I have noticed that my research data analysis skill I not good enough to produce qualitative research report. To fill this skill gap I need to improve my advanced professional research skills and to do so I can collect the professional research study material from different sources like journals and YouTube tutorial videos. It will definitely improve my academic and employability skills like data analysis and data management.
Communication skills gap: Under this course module I had the opportunity to develop my written communication skills by using good report writing techniques. On the other hand, my other communication skills like non-verbal communication and communication through speaking has some lacking. My average presentation skills refer to the gap of non-verbal communication skill. To fill this skill gap I need to improve my non-verbal communication skills and presentation skills those are interrelated with each other. I can get help from my teachers in this occasion to learn about the effective presentation and non-verbal communication techniques. 
Active extermination: 
Though I have improved my academic and employability skills I have many areas to improve other academic and employability skills as discussed below-
Leadership skill: I have an ambition to develop my career and become a significant corporate figure. To do so I have to develop my leadership skills that will helps me to develop my other key skills like management skills, decision making skills and motivation skills. Employers look for this skill in their employees because it helps to develop management and leadership figures within an organization to lead the organization towards success. At the same time I prefer me to see as a leader of an organization rather a manager like Jeff Bezos from Amazon, Steve Jobs from Apple and professor Mohammad Yunus From Grameen Bank Ltd. 
Team work: This is another employability skill that is asked by most of the employers because they know that employee performance efficiency is more when they work in a group compared to when they work individually. In an organization an employee has to work in diversified team when the team members are from different cultural or educational background and they need to adapt it to perform efficiently in the workplace. I want develop this skills working in groups in different courses with students from different cultural background. If I can develop this skill that will definitely add value to my set of current academic and employability skills.  
Commercial awareness: This is a very important employability skill in modern day professional environment where most of the employers want that their employee should have some good knowledge and understanding about their industry and business. It helps to get more value from employer as a job candidate. I have planning to improve my commercial awareness by gathering more knowledge and information about the industry where I want to develop my professional career.  
Conclusion:
This reflective report is very helpful for me as a graduate student to analyze my improvement regarding my academic and employability skills. How this course module helped me to improve those skills is discussed here. I have conducted a skill gap analysis to figure out my current academic and employability skill gaps. I have also mentioned some other skills those I need to develop too in future to prove me more feasible for the competitive job market.  
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