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                                                               reflective essay

[bookmark: _Int_5AA0q2EV]I have decided to do my reflective essay on my repertoire and style class we have with Iwan Davis. This class is a three-hour long class in which we all sit together and sing and dessus the repertoire we want to work on. Before starting I wanted to familiar rise myself on what repertoire was as someone coming from a more performance-based course was something out of my comfort zone.So i done some Reasearch and found an on google schooler on repertoire in a class setting. 
Budinsky, S. & Foley, T.W., 2005. The quality of repertoire in school music programs: literature review, analysis, and discussion. Journal of the World Association for Symphonic Bands and Ensembles, 12, pp.17-39.
This was extremely useful for me back then, but I have been at uni for a while I have realised how accurate this was. For example, it goes into detail on what it is like to sing repertoire for example voice arrangements which has at least 8 types. 
First one I would like to talk about is  tenor, The tenor is one of the highest male voice types, typically characterized by a vocal range that extends from roughly C3 (the C below middle C) to B4 (the B just above middle C), though it can go higher for some individuals. Tenors are often associated with their ability to sing high, powerful notes with clarity and resonance. This voice type is frequently featured in operatic and classical music, as well as in choral settings. There are several subcategories within the tenor voice type, including the lyric tenor, which has a smooth and bright tone, and the dramatic tenor, which has a fuller, more powerful voice capable of sustaining longer, more intense passages. The heldentenor is known for its robust and heroic sound, suited for more demanding operatic roles. Tenors are often cast in leading male roles in operas and musicals, known for their ability to convey both emotional depth and vocal agility.
[bookmark: _Int_NvcCnK7g]Another voice type I would like to touch upon is alto. the The alto is the second lowest female voice type, sitting just above the tenor range. Altos typically sing in the range from F3 to F5, though some can extend lower or higher, depending on their individual vocal abilities. This voice type is known for its rich, warm tone and strong mid-range, often providing depth and resonance in choral and solo performances. Altos often can sing both powerful, grounded lower notes and lighter, more agile higher notes. Within the alto range, there are variations like the lyric alto, which has a more melodic and expressive quality, and the dramatic alto, which possesses a fuller, darker sound, ideal for more intense or dramatic roles. In choral music, altos provide a strong harmonic foundation, balancing the sopranos above them. Their role can be both supportive and soloistic, as they contribute significant vocal weight and texture to ensembles and are often featured in key moments of compositions.
I feel in the four months that i have done at WAVDA I feel I have done well is adapt to new things, especially in this class. One day that stands out for me is my first repertoire class in which all the songs we had to do I had to be a baritone as I was the only boy in the class. This is something very new to me as I normally sing quite high for a male. As someone with three octave range this was a struggle. I soon became very relaxed in this style of singing. On this day I decided to pick up a book for musicale inspiration and I picket out from. "The meaning of Mariah Carey”
Author Carey, M. (2020) The meaning of Mariah Carey. Carey, M. (2020) The meaning of Mariah Carey. Publisher, Andy Cohen Books Publisher Andy. Cohen Books.
Not only did this book have information about the industry, which was great, but it also touched upon singing with groups of people and crating music with other that I talk on bored. Something I think I can work on when it comes to these classes is asking for help when I do not know what to do. I have realized that instead of speaking up, I sometimes hide behind the voices of others, especially since this is all so new to me. In the beginning, I found myself getting lost in the crowd, thinking I could just follow along without needing to ask questions. It felt easier at the time, but looking back, I see how much I missed by not speaking up when I needed to.
However, over the past few months, I have noticed some improvement. I have started to feel more confident and have tried to ask questions when I am unsure about something. I can see that I’ve grown and become more involved in the process, but I still find myself slipping back into old habits from time to time. There are moments when I get quiet and hold back instead of asking for clarification or guidance, and that is something I need to keep working on. It is not always easy to speak up, especially in a classroom setting where I am not fully comfortable yet, but I know that avoiding it is not going to help me overall.
I have learned that it is okay to ask questions, and doing so actually helps me understand things better. If I do not speak up, I end up missing opportunities to improve, which can only hold me back. I know I still have room to grow in this area, but I am committed to continuing to push myself out of my comfort zone and become more proactive in seeking help when I need it. It is a minor change, but I know that it will make an enormous difference overall.


