Using the ‘Monastic Wales’ website (www.monasticwales.org) choose ONE monastery and answer the following questions:
Beddgelert (Priory)
1.	To what order did it belong, and what do you understand by ‘order’?
Beddgelert Priory was of the Augustinian Canon order. It is said to have become Augustinian in the mid – thirteenth century. These were canons who observe a regular life, however unlike monks they do not entirely withdraw from society as they are not required to. They followed the Rule of St Augustine, which was a letter of guidance compiled by St Augustine of Hippo (d. c. 430), which sets down a schedule for daily communal devotion and emphasises the importance of charity, obedience and individual poverty (The Monastic Orders: Augustinian Canons, no date). As well as this they also cared for the sick as well as preaching and teaching. In my understanding, an ‘order’ is a group or organisation that determines how something is arranged. In terms of a Monastic order, I believe this refers to the set of rules that the monks or nuns follow, that determines the way in which they learn, pray and teach. There are different monastic orders, for example, Augustinian, Benedictine, Cistercian or Franciscan.
2.	Who founded it?
Beddgelert Priory was said to have been founded by or possibly in c1200 in association with the princes of Gwynedd, on what was originally a religious site from the early medieval period. Pre-1240, Llywelyn the Great gave the community the land of Cynddelw Llwyd of Pennant, this was key to the founding of the priory as this meant they had more land for the priory, Owain ap Gruffudd also gave the community land in Anglesey 1246-1255. 
3.	Are there any indications of why it was founded?
Beddgelert Priory was founded in order to replace an earlier religious community that had occupied the site since the sixth century. The arrival of the Cistercians at Aberconwy may have prompted the men who were already at the site to constitute themselves as a formal community and accept the Augustinian rule. The new community took on the landed resources of the former early medieval house, in order to establish itself. 
4.	What is the significance of its location?
As stated by Gerald of Wales, ‘In Gwynedd ... there was a religious house of clerics at the foot of the mountain of Eryri, commonly called the Mountain of Snows’ (Cambrensis, 1861). 
5.	Discuss the significance of any of the recorded events in its history.
There are lots of events within the history of Beddgelert Priory, ranging from the founding in c1200 up until the Dissolution in 1536. After the Priory was founded, from pre 1240 to 1255, the Priory was gifted land from patrons, for example: Llywelyn the Great and Owain ap Gruffudd. In 1258, there was a key event for this Priory, along with two abbots, the prior of Beddgelert witnessed Llywelyn ap Gruffudd’s charter pledging his protection to Maredudd ap Rhys, in return for the latter’s homage, this is significant as this was an important agreement between two Welsh rulers. This event is further significant for this Priory as the documentation for this agreement is the earliest surviving evidence for an Augustinian community at Beddgelert (Archive details:, no date), this also connects the Priory to other religious institutions. The priory also gained lands in 1269 due to an agreement made by Llywelyn ap Gruffudd. In 1281, a covenant was made at the priory on Llywelyn ap Gruffudd's behalf, this was about the sum of £100 owed to Llywelyn by Gruffudd ab Edyn (Beddgelert- details of Covenant, 1281, no date). An unfortunate event for the monastery then took place in 1283, as the monastery was damaged by a fire, during which documentation was lost, therefore there is very little early records and evidence about the Priory of Beddgelert. This event is significant as it had a large and lasting impact on the monastery. This fire happened Edward I's campaign of 1283 (Beddgelert- details of Fire, 1283, no date). After the events of the fire, Beddgelert was awarded £50 compensation by Edward I, as Bishop Anian of Bangor requested alms in order to fix the damage caused in the fire. After the monastery was repaired, the name was changed to 'the priory of the Valley St Mary of Snowdon(ia)'. This was a significant event as it effected the way the priory was referred to, therefore making it more difficult to find documentation and records about the priory. In April 1286 Bishop Anian of Bangor issued an inspeximus of the priory's charters and offered an indulgence to all who aided the community (Site details: Beddgelert, no date b). This made the Priory a more relevant site as it created far more visitors, due to the offer of 40 days of penance to those who helped the community. Once again the monastery faced struggle, in 1289, the community lost land due to a land dispute, this decreased the money and power that the Priory held. Many other events happened at this Priory, including financial problems, disputes and visitations, during the years 1291 and 1535. In 1536, the most significant event happened for this Priory: the dissolution. The dissolution of the monasteries which began in 1536 was a key event in history as an estimated 800 religious houses were dissolved or forcible closed (English Heritage, no date). This happened due to Henry VII’s break with Rome in 1534. After the dissolution it was granted to Cherstey Abbey at first, however, when Chertsey was suppressed two years later Beddgelert was granted to the Benedictine abbey of Bisham and remained in its possession until 1538 when it too was dissolved, then the former priory lands were granted to Anne of Cleves in 1540, as part of her divorce settlement from Henry VIII, and later reverted to the Crown and ultimately came into the possession of local gentry families (Beddgelert- details of Dissolution, 1536, no date). Overall, this monastery had a great deal of significant events. 


References:
Site details: Beddgelert (no date). https://www.monasticwales.org/site/42.
The Monastic Orders: Augustinian Canons (no date). https://www.monasticwales.org/order/8.
Beddgelert- details of Foundation, c.1200 (no date). https://www.monasticwales.org/event/193.
Cambrensis, G. (1861) Giraldi Cambrensis opera.
Archive details: (no date). https://www.monasticwales.org/archive/110.
Beddgelert- details of Covenant, 1281 (no date). https://www.monasticwales.org/event/784.
Beddgelert- details of Fire, 1283 (no date). https://www.monasticwales.org/event/409.
English Heritage (no date) What became of the monks and nuns at the dissolution? https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/learn/histories/dissolution/.
Beddgelert- details of Dissolution, 1536 (no date). https://www.monasticwales.org/event/194.








