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Inception: 
The legal system in use in both Great Britain and the United States is known as common law (except the state of Louisiana). In accordance with common law, judges must take into account precedents—judgements made by preceding courts in like circumstances—when formulating their own decisions. Common law is also referred to as "customary law" since judges take into account national conventions (common practises) while rendering rulings. The legal system in many nations includes parts of common law, which originated in England, with civil law (private cases), which was transmitted from Roman law. 
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Common Law,
The creation of common law by judges in a courtroom effectively establishes legal precedent. The common law is always evolving, in contrast to statutory provisions, which are laws that are enacted by Parliament and codified as Acts of Parliament.
 
 
This is due to the flexible way judges interpret the law by employing their understanding of former legal decisions, their common sense, and by relating the facts of the case they are hearing to those earlier decisions. A civil law system, which is based on statutes and specific texts, is not how English law operates; instead, it uses the common law system.

By keeping the law "Common" across the nation, the common law ensures that it will always apply. However, because the House of Lords and the Court of Appeal (Criminal Division) in England and Wales establish the legal precedent for criminal cases, their rulings are binding on the subordinate courts. Because some circumstances are wholly uncharted territory in terms of common law, the English courts periodically consult the decisions of other commonwealth courts to gain guidance or counsel. Without any English court precedent, an English court would be asked to consider, for example, a decision made in Canada or Australia. As a result of judges consulting one another for guidance, the common law system may also be able to be somewhat flexible and stable. 
Civil law,
Conflicts between private parties are governed by civil law, typically referred to as Romano-Germanic law (companies). Cases involving disputes between private parties and the administration, as well as those involving public and criminal law, are different from this. Contracts, property, inheritance, and family law are only a few of the aspects discussed by civil law.
For instance, in ancient Rome, the phrase "jus civile," or "civil law," was used to distinguish between the law that only applied in the city of Rome and the jus, or law of all nations, that governed the whole empire. Moreover, it has been used to distinguish between public law and criminal law and private law, which governs relationships between persons. The positive law of the state, as contrasted with natural law, is alluded to as civil law in the legal theory.

Contrast the two systems,
The common law system and the civil law system are the two main sorts of legal systems encountered in nations around the world. There are approximately 80 countries with common law, compared to about 150 with regimes that can be defined as just being largely civil law.
 
The key difference among the two legal systems is that case law, which takes the form of recorded judicial decisions in common law nations, is more significant than codified statutes in civil law systems. These boundaries, however, are not as well delineated as they would appear. Indeed, the legal systems of many nations include elements of common law and civil law. The historical origins of these systems must first be grasped in order to comprehend the contrasts between them. As was already established, the judge, not the attorneys, conducts the majority of the case's investigation in civil law. Basically, the judge's job is to establish the facts of the case and apply the pertinent code.
 
 
In statutory law, the judge renders decisions based on the justifications put forward by each party. As opposed to acting as the lead investigator, they look at the evidence of each case more as an objective third party. In common law jurisdictions, attorneys have a lot greater influence over the direction of a client's case than a court would. Of fact, there are considerable distinctions between common law and civil law states regarding the presentation of evidence in court cases. This could relate to the admissibility of affidavits in civil cases or the operation of the discovery procedure. A crucial difference in civil law is that, while the judge functions as the chief prosecutor, court-ordered expert research can form a substantial chunk of the trial. Under common law, parties may choose to name an expert witness instead, who is then subjected to cross-examination by the parties' attorneys.
 
Different cultural interpretations of the same piece of evidence, not to mention variations across civil and common law countries, might cause concern for commercial parties in disagreements with a cross-border component.

History of the common law, 

In order to ensure that there were laws that superseded the rulings of the lower courts, as is still the case today, the English courts Kings Bench, Court of Common Pleas, and Exchequer invented common law.
 
By issuing written rulings on the cases they hear, judges establish the common law. If Magistrates' Courts in England and Wales, for instance, were permitted to establish and uphold their own precedents, this would lead to a significant difference in local and regional norms that may make local regimes hardly distinguishable from one another. Under the common law, the rule of law is preserved as "common" across the nation. However, because the House of Lords and the Court of Appeal (Criminal Division) in England and Wales establish the legal precedent for criminal cases, their rulings are binding on the subordinate courts.
 
Examples of the Common law working in practice,

You may frequently be expected to conduct legal research as a lawyer or legal student to determine the most recent legal position with regard to a certain statute or factual situation. This implies that you will need to examine any applicable statutes that are related to the topic you are contemplating, and then you will need to look at recent (and sometimes not so recent) case law decisions of the higher courts to see if there is any more guidance therein. Following their identification, it is crucial to confirm that any relevant statutes are still in effect.
 Any situations in which the court rules based on stare decisis—the principle that judges base their rulings on prior cases—are considered common law examples. This is a typical occurrence in nations with common law-based legal systems, such as the United States of America and Australia. Another real-world example of common law is marriage. Even if a common-law marriage is not legally recognised as a civil or religious union, its participants are still given the same legal protections as married people. In other words, common-law marriages enable cohabiting partners to experience the advantages of marriage without really getting hitched. As a result, neither the official registries nor the religious institutions record these marriages. 

Conclusion,

The representation of court judgements as the law of the land is what makes common law distinctive. In contrast to the civil law system, which is founded on statutes and specified texts, judges resolve cases that are discovered in precedents established by prior rulings. Trial by jury and the idea of the supremacy of the law are two further features of common law in complement to the system of judicial precedents. The phrase "supremacy of the law" originally meant that no one, not even the king, was above the law. Today, it refers to the fact that governmental actions are now evaluated in regular court procedures. 
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