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Reflective Fieldwork Journal
During this module you will visit a number of sites on fieldwork.  At each site you should keep detailed notes relating to the following issues:

•	Landscape Character
•	Landscape Quality
•	Designations
•	Use
•	Access
•	Future Potential


These notes should subsequently be written up into a reflective and critical account of the landscape at each location, which incorporates relevant academic and policy related literature and provides suggestions sustainable approaches to recreational development at the site.  Maps, sketches and photographic evidence should be used as appropriate.  You should include details of two fieldwork sites in the main body of the work, and include the notes relating to the third in an appendix.
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Assignment Checklist

· Please complete the Personal Evaluation section of the Assessment Feedback sheet, add your name and details, and paste the whole of this assignment document into the front of your assignment
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· I have read my assignment out loud to myself and it makes sense and is easy to read
· Somebody else has read my work and it makes sense to him or her!
· I have checked and I have not plagiarised 
Failure to follow these guidelines will cost you marks!
The layout of this report is as follows. It is a landscape fieldwork report about two different landscape which was visited before Christmas. They were Dinefwr Castle and the Gower. Exploring the two-landscape hoping to learn about their history and different plant and wildlife they had in each area. Also, wanting to learn of any folklore which came with these two areas and what the local communities said about these areas. Also, talk about the sense of place in which these places have to offer for the community and talk about some sustainable developments in which the two areas can do to improve and attract ore people to visit these areas in future to come and develop a sense of place within these areas. Additionally, there will be photo evidence of the areas which we visited 

Dinefwr castle ( Appendix 1.a)
The site has 800 acres of land, having said that there used to be up to 3000 acres meaning that they owned many of the famers land around them. On site they have their own slaughter house, which every farmer on the land owned had to slaughter all meat except for foul in this place. The landlord has first pick of the best meats which the farmers brought. If the farmers refused to use the house, this would resort in punishment or eviction from their house and land. 

Looking at the plant life surrounding the area of the castle, there is a deer park, and nothing was taking out of the deer park. Everything which lives in the deer park which dies or falls down would stay in the park so that it would degrade and create new fertilized ground for new plants to grow. Walking around the park, there was a 1000-year-old oak tree which is the main attraction for the park. The tree is very wide on the outside but as you get up and personal with the tree, you can see that it is very hollow which when groups of school children come around, they are encouraged to go inside of it. This creates a sense of place and connection within nature and the plant and tree life around for the children to enjoy and apricate. 
 With lots of different plant and tree life, another famous one is the Wellingtonia trees around the ground. These trees were named after the Duke of Wellington when he brought them over from the north of America. The tree is usually habituated by the British tree creeper. The tree creeper used this tree as a place of refuge in the winter to keep themselves warm by carving out small pockets and proceed to tuck themselves in to the tree like a blanket. 

The castle has 300 acres which are utilised all year round with people for just simple walking or bringing their dogs. They use the park for big events for likes the Christmas, where they host some Christmas markets which generate over 6500 visitors to the park this year over a 2-day duration. There was 100 staff members working and 100 stalls in the grounds of the castle. This amount of people visiting in two days causes a significant impact on the site from over use. With the amount of cars parking and driving around sometimes using the grass areas which causes the plant life being ruined and the driveways breaking. Some of the fields around the park were used for extra parking which started to deuterate quickly due to the weather which then would have to be covered in straw on the mud. This would have detrimental affects to the park where the straw would help unknown plants grow in the park which could cause problems and disturb the already settled eco system within the park.  A lot of the visitors are from the local area or are a National Trust (NT) member who visit several sites. Dog walkers are also a big attraction for the park. The park gives off a community feel for the people around to come for a short walk around the park with their friends and family. There is a real community feel when entering this park. 

The NT and committee members of the Castle grounds want the park to reach a annual target around 100 thousand visitors coming on a regular basis. If this was to happen they would have to make the park more sustainable for the volume of visitors which the park would need to be modified and improved to allow these visitors to visit without causing negative effects on the ground and wildlife surrounding the park. With having said about the fields being ruined by the amounts of cars using the grass and how muddy the conditions were, they could use Geo rubber and installing better drainage systems so that the field can be used as a parking facility on a regular basis without damaging the plant life. Also, with the target being 100 guests on a regular basis, the driveway would need to be re done to a good standard so that it is useable. Also, the park is accessible at the moment all day and all night. This is not a sustainable way to keep the park the way it is due to the fact people could come and abuse the park by causing damages to the park when people are not around causing a knock-on effect to other wildlife in the park which the likes of rubbish being left around the park. With having said that, adding a gate onto the park and locking it so that no-one can access it when the park is closed. All these suggested developments need money to help with this process with the NT members have membership cards which can be scanned when in any national trust site generates £2.50 which goes to the funding of the park. 

Looking back at the history of the park, the only thing that really stood out which was told when having a tour around was about the deer leap. This was a manmade feature where they would create a V shape section within the fence where they could take it off and put it back. There was a whole in the ground created by the v in the fence where in mating season, they would take off the v, this would invite the deer to jump through but end up in the whole, which meant that they can’t jump back through the fence and then they would close the V. This was done to bring new deer and breeds into the parks to keep it flourishing. 

The park is making a lot of changes to the deer park making it bigger and safer, this is so the deer can’t escape through the public negligence. They are adding new six-foot deer fence and when they do this. They will be adding these original features back to the park.


Gower (Appendix 1.b)
The Gower is a national trust land which also Gower heritage site also own. Gower is known for it many beaches and the coastal path stretching across the whole Gower area. Gower is used for many reasons such as walking, Historical talks where they talk about some of the castle in the area. 
Bush craft is a massive use of the Gower area because of many of its plant life which can be eaten. For example, in one of the areas of the Gower, there is a type of grass called the Yellow willow grass which in the Gower is the only place that is grows. Also, with Bush craft, there is a lot of foraging for plants to eat. There are 8 diverse types of plants which are: 
1. Sea pursing
1. Seabolt 
1. Gorse bush flowers 
1. Teasles 
1. Chanel brak
1. Hairy biter cress 
1. Ale Hoof 
1. Ground ivy 
There is also wildlife where birdwatchers would come down to this area to the look at the what the bird life has to offer with birds like the Egret. The rocks around the Gower peninsula are called carboniferous limestone is 363 years old and red sand stone which are 480 million years old which date back to the Jurassic period. There is a lot of history surrounding the Gower. The reason it has history is that the Gower is separated into two different sections where the North of the Gower is occupied by the more Welsh people and then the South of the Gower is occupied by the English. 
Looking at folk talks which surround the Gower and one stood out which was the Gower Verry-Volk. 
Verry-Volk were described as half size of humans or hobbit like people. They are described as very mischievous and having long hair, the colour of dandelions. They say that you can’t see any of the Verry-Volk directly in your line of site, you can only see them in your peripheral vision. Stories which always refer back to the is that a farmer who had cows which one of them had a missing leg. The farmer asked the Verry-Volk for the cow’s leg back and the next day the cow had all of its legs back. Also, if you look down from the top where the castle next to three cliffs bay. You can see that there is a sort of fairy ring, this is where the Verry-Volk said to have parties and commence rituals. 
A big folk story surrounding the Gower involving the Verry-Volk is the tale about Pennard castle.  Where the a chief of a castle was celebrating after battle and the party was being spoiled by some strange lights in the distance on the sands. He and his army grabbed swords and rode down to the strange lights. Once they approached these lights the chief and his army started to attack these Verry-Volk which were immune to these attacks. They became angry and shouted "Stop thy warring ways. Thy canst harm us with thy swords and spears. Cursed shall you and your castle be for spoiling our innocent game!"(myddle-earth, 2018). After, the Volk disappeared and that night, they could see a sand storm coming towards the castle, the sand storm complete

Sense of place 

Both of these places have a strong sense of place created by the stories and the communities around them. A sense of place helps create what you see and feel around. Sense of place can create positive and negative memories that you hold close to yourself. More likely, that the feelings you have towards that place like what people feel about Dinfwr castle and the Gower can be reciprocated by other people within the community as they do when involved with the NT. 
It is important to consider how the wider community have defined what a sense of place means. As much as a sense of place has a personal meaning to different people and how they see that. It is something that is felt by a much wider spectrum of individuals. A sense of place can be explained in separate ways, one such way of interpreting its meaning is 
‘A place has no feelings apart from the human experience there. But a place is a location of experience. It evokes and organizes memories, images, feelings, meanings, and the work of imagination. The feelings of a place are indeed the mental projections of individuals, but they come from collective experience and they do not happen anywhere else. They belong to the place’. Walter (1988). 

Bender (2002, P.106) suggest, ‘different people, differently placed, engage with the world in different ways’. This makes the idea of landscape never been the same for everyone when in a certain place. For example, the Gower could have a completely different meaning to a older man, compared to a teenager. Harvey and Sack talk about human engagement that even though people connect with landscape in different ways that it is always brought together through social cultural. Basically talking about how people connect with other people through the notion of landscape and sense of place. 

Place attachment is a multifaceted and complex phenomenon that incorporates different aspects of people-place bonding and involves the interplay of affect and emotions, knowledge and beliefs, and behaviours and actions in reference to place. It encourages greater freedom of behaviour, exploration, conﬁdence, and affective responsiveness within the local community (Fried, 2000).

Fried (2000) continues to say about place attachment can be explained as the link that people use with specific environments which people feel at home and safe. This explanation highlights that people get attached to places, this in turn affects their emotions and beliefs. An example of this is when earlier there was a mention of 1000 oak tree that children climb inside and experience what’s in a tree. The children will remember that for life and will always have a emotional attachment to that tree. Place attachment helps people develop relationships with the environment that they are in and this creates a sense of belonging which is carried on through people, community and place.  Jorgensen et al (2006) says that ‘Place attachment involves an interplay of affect and emotions, knowledge and beliefs, and behaviours and actions in reference to a place’. This quote has many different articles and papers talked about the psychological benefits that occur from coming to visiting landscape. 

Place attachment is an internal factor for creating a feeling towards landscape. This helps to add depth to the definition and helps to add reasons why we are so fond of a certain place within landscape. Kudryavtsev et al (2010) states that A resident of the Bronx may be attached to this borough because it reflects the kind of person he believes he is’. This helps us see that landscape creates and extra side of landscape being mostly natural like with the slaughter house, the farmers at that time that their place attachment was to cut meat for people. Kudryavtsev has really explained in detail what a sense of place means and how it has helped to add the dimension that is also crucial to consider what lies around you in relation to the inward feeling that you get in helping to develop a sense of place. A sense of place is defined by what we as the person have emotional or physical connection to what lies around us and why that is purely on a one to one basis and cannot be dictated by another person beliefs and feelings. 
Furthermore, as with place attachment, it is important to understand what makes up place meaning and what makes it unique for different people. Place meaning is the homely feeling a person can get when in landscape. place meaning is very personal to the individual and since home is often the best form of place meaning especially as it can mean a variety of notions from person to person and makes place meaning in something that is possessive especially given that a place may hold a particular value to them and if another person was to attempt to shape it, you may get defensive about your place meaning.
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Garden festival
Lots of plant life growing

Pond in the middle where people fishing
Lots of dog walkers

Children playing with dragon statue

Building by the pond used to be restaurant
during the main garden festival

Set up owl sanctuary where children and
adults visit to look at the different bird life

Lots of volunteering of garbage

Super tubing and castle playground to run
around

Lots of the old garden festival pieces has
been overgrown
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