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Presentation

Hello, my name is Natashia Cooney I am 32 years old a mum of two children my eldest is 11 this year and my youngest is 8 this month. Today I will be talking about my learning experiences, how and why I became interested in working with children, what influences me in working with children, how and where I would like to progress to with my university degree and hopefully a master’s degree.
I wanted to work with children from a young age due to myself, mum and sister going through abusive and emotional trauma when we were young children, which made me want to have a career that would allow me to help children that have been through similar.
NSPCC (2019) states, the ideals and comprehension of best practices, along with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNICEF) pertinent laws and guidelines, and a variety of other factors inform our approach to safeguarding. All children, regardless of age, ability, gender, racial ancestry, religious beliefs, sexual orientation, identity, or additional vulnerabilities, have a right to be protected from harm and abuse.
I was the first person in my whole family to go to college and the second person to graduate from university. 
I had to put a pause on being able to fulfil this once I finished college due to having my two children. However, once they were old enough and in full time school. I decided to leave my job of ten years and get back on the path of furthering my career in working with children, by becoming a mother it made me even more determined to follow the career path I wanted to and to show my children that you can do anything in life no matter your age.
When I was at the end of secondary school I was not to sure what I wanted to do in college until I met my baby cousin and it made me realise that I love caring for and looking after children, so I decided to do a level two childcare course, I was there for two years and had done six different placements ranging from day nurseries to primary schools, which made my love for working with children even more and from then on I knew I wanted to follow the path of a career in working with children. I believe children are all unique and should be encouraged to be themselves.
According to Berg (2024) This all-encompassing method, which was first created by Italian Dr Maria Montessori, attempts to foster children's physical, social, emotional, and cognitive development using imaginative play and world exploration. The concept is that by giving children the freedom to choose, they can grow and learn at their own speed, gaining confidence, independence, and self-worth while laying the groundwork for a lifetime of learning.
I then went on to get a job in a supermarket after being there for three years I fell pregnant with my first child once she was old enough and full time school I had decided to apply to university but had to put it on hold as I found out I was pregnant with my second child so I decided to wait till my son was old enough and in full time school to apply for university, before I knew it I had been in my supermarket job for almost ten years before leaving to start my university course.
When I started my course I did not know what career path I would chose however when I finished my course I decided I wanted to be a child therapist for children who have been through trauma because it is close to my heart and no child should have to deal with all the different emotions and overwhelming feelings they have after being through a great ordeal. 
Another reason I decided on this career path is the safeguarding module we covered as it was very upsetting listening to and learning about some of the things that children have been through in their short lives. The child's welfare is of utmost importance, their safety and protection must come first and take precedence over all other factors. These protocols specify what steps to take in the event that you have concerns regarding the protection and well-being of a child (NSPCC, 2019).
I believe that many primary schools were very structured and did not allow children to play they were more concerned on ticking boxes and meeting targets, instead of children being able to express themselves through play up until the new curriculum was introduced into schools. According to Implementing the Early Childhood Curriculum (No Date) Children are inherently involved in some physical movement when they play, regardless of the setting indoors or outdoors. Early childhood years are a crucial time for the development of motor abilities, according to researchers on movement and physical education (Wellhousen, 2002). 
According to Ahmed et al (2016) A child's ability to be creative is greatly influenced by play. Hestenes and Carroll (2000) referenced Vygotsky as saying that play marks the emergence of imagination and the capacity for creative thought.
I am not currently working in a childcare setting, but I am a part of my children’s school PTA, we have been working closely with the acting headteacher and all the class teachers to come up with a list of the more important items that the children need for the outdoors. Over the past year a small group of parents have been working very hard to raise money to go towards the children’s outdoor play area, so that they can have places to sit with friends or on their own, we have also been looking into getting a bench in a different colour to the others so if children feel like they are not confident enough to go play with any of the other children then they can go and sit on the bench and another child or group of children will be able to see that there is a child who feels alone or possibly left out. 
The PTA have been hoping to raise enough money to be able to purchase some new outdoor equipment for the school yard as at the moment there is only a few items accessible to the children. Play has a crucial function in fostering the psychomotor and cognitive development of children, and it does so by stimulating physical activity as well as active, interactive learning (Rose, Gilbert, and Richards, 2016).
This does not promote a lot of health and well being due to the lack of outdoor equipment the children have access to. We as a PTA believe that it is in the best interest for the children to have more access to outdoor play equipment whether it be recycled or bought as this can help with sustainability and well-being. Rose, Gilbert, and Richards (2016) state that Piaget (1954) believed that children learn best when they actively explore and discover their surroundings. This type of learning is known as experiential learning, and it allows children to actively construct knowledge through interaction with their environment.
According to NiDirect (no date) Children and young people benefit cognitively, physically, socially, and emotionally from play. Children learn about the world and about themselves through play. They also pick up skills necessary for relationships, employment, and school for later on in life.
Children frequently desire to introduce difficulty and ambiguity into their play. Children explore their own boundaries and put themselves to the test by means of risky play. Through play, they develop risk-taking skills that they can use later in life (NiDirect, No Date).
Once I found out that I had been accepted into university, I was extremely nervous as I did not know anyone else on the course after a couple of lectures of the first module I met a brilliant and supportive group of girls, we all clicked straight away, I am now proud to call my friends have been very supportive to me as I was always doubting myself every assignment which helped me to pull through and graduate from the course to get my degree.
As I have been out of education for over ten years I felt that I was not going to understand any of the work and how to do it. I decided to put myself forward for an assessment as I was struggling to grasp the concept of referencing, quotations, and paraphrasing. Once I had done this I then found out that I am dyslexic which put me at ease slightly as I felt that I was not smart enough to be on the course. I was also offered help in different ways which helped me to progress from where I was when I started.
The first year and a half I found very difficult due to having to do it all online and at home, but once we were able to go into university it was much better as we have more access to information, and it was easier to ask questions in person without having internet problems. 
Whilst doing all of the modules in my last degree I found them all so interesting and extremely knowledgeable to information I never knew about from my previous college course. I could not tell you which particular module was my favourite as I thoroughly enjoyed all of them, but the ones that stuck with me the most are the safeguarding and outdoor learning modules these are very important to me as I believe all children have to right to feel safe anywhere they are and able to express themselves in a way they feel comfortable.
 There are two theorists I admire are Piaget and Vygotsky as they both believe that play is essential to children’s development. They do not share the same thought on adults being involved in children’s play. 
Political, economic, and global assessments like the Programme of International Student Assessment (PISA) have also contributed to this change by giving teachers more authority to guide children' learning and making play more passive.
This study first summarises many research in the international education area that use mixed methodologies, qualitative, and quantitative approaches to investigate the value of play-based learning for children's education and development. Examined is also the function that educators play in play-based learning. Vygotsky's sociocultural theory (1978) and Piaget's cognitive theory (1962) are examined to put the various roles adults play in facilitating children's play-based learning into perspective (Alharbi, 2022).
According to Alharbi (2022) Philosophers Jean Piaget and Lev Vygotsky continue to have a significant impact on educational practices, particularly in the field of early childhood education. Each of the two theorists agrees that play is crucial for young children's learning and development.
Because of its effects on teaching and learning, Vygotsky's sociocultural theory is one of the most potent theories in the field of education. According to Vygotsky (1978), knowledge of the connection between children's growth and learning is crucial for comprehending the psychological analysis of teaching and learning. From a developmental perspective, children are first viewed as independent learners, and the education they get is viewed as an outside influence (Vygotsky, 1978). According to Bodrova and Leong (2015), Vygotsky's sociocultural theory also known as Vygotsky's Zone of Proximal Development is one of the more complex historical theories of human development in the field because it explains the biological and cultural development that results from growing individuals interacting and communicating with one another.
I am hoping that I pass my master’s degree, this will hopefully open some new job opportunities in any childcare workplace, before I hopefully get a job with working with children I need to try get my health back on track as I am not doing very good the past year as I have fybromyalga and hyper mobility and in the last year it has not been on a good level. I would love to help children to be able to express their feelings in any way they feel comfortable, but also a safe way. I will feel purpose as long as I am able to work with children in any way possible. As this will make me feel that I am able to make a positive change for the children whether it be helping them, caring for them or teaching them, having someone they feel safe to open up to or even just making them laugh and feel herd. 
Thank you for taking the time to listen to my presentation.
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