
In this essay it will look how it is very difficult to balance the 

economy, social and how crucial the environment is with a 

modern world. It will also look at policy, legislation and how these 

two systems work in everyday life. This essay will mostly be 

looking at the United Kingdom. It will also look at sustainable 

development in the aspect of daily living such as the fuel poverty 

within the main body of this essay will compare and contrast two 

sustainable theory’s such as eco socialist and eco feminist and 

how they relate to the given assign brief. It will also contain a 

conclusion at the end of the essay.  

Within the theory of sustainability development there is a strong 

theory of the three spheres of sustainability. They include the 

environment, social and the economic environment. These are all 

vital for society to work in a cohesion with each other.   

Sustainable communities are communities where a collective of 

people want to live and work. Within the current time and within 

the future. They meet the need to meet their diverse needs of 

existing within the current world and environment and within the 

future, they must look after the environment and add to a high 

value of life. They must be safe within a well-built home, and have 

equality of opportunity of outcome for any opportunities for 

everyone who will be part of that society (Thiele, L.P., 2013). 

 



 

The environmental pillar includes the natural resources that are 

required to make such items as phones in which are made within 

countries who have cheaper labour and less environmental rights 

and human rights. Such as with the metal that comes from Uganda 

then it is imported to other countries (The Guardian,2016). 

 Also with the natural resources will include soil health, 

deforestation, carbon footprint and its impact to the climate 

change, in which there is a strong evidence that mankind have 

increased it to a dramatic level but there is also apposing 

arguments  to climate change, how we dispose of our wate such as 

less main rubbish and more recycled rubbish, power such as coal, 

natural gas or a green approach such as solar, wind or geothermal 

(Earth day, No date). 

Within the United Kingdom has started to make the change to the 

way we use power in the aspect of powering our houses, heating 

our homes and the government is aiming to reduce the United 

Kingdom’s carbon footprint by twenty thirty five, there aim is to 

have the vest of the public driving electric vehicles. Rather than 

petrol and diesel. Also, they will be encouraging people to walk or 

cycle. To contradict the government will they have the 

infrastructure to cope will the amount of people moving to 

electrical vehicles and can the workers of the United Kingdom 

afford it(BBC News, 2019). 



One of the challenges when it comes to the environmental pillar is 

that, within any business impact will often not be fully exposed 

and broken down. This will  mean that there are externalities that 

aren't being recorded such as carbon dioxide, land reclamation 

and hazardous waste or general waste. The social pillar will 

include transport such a trains and buses that help and serve the 

community. There is also education, health, nutritional food, 

recreation, employment and housing. Within the social pillar will 

link into  inadequately concept such as the social  license. This will 

mean that businesses who are aiming to be sustainable should 

have the support and approval of its workers and within the 

community it will operate in. The methods to securing and 

retaining this support from the workers and the community can 

vary, but it overall come down to looking and caring for the 

workers of the businesses and being a positive part the 

community (Thiele,P,L.2016). 

The economic pillar of sustainability is where the majority of 

businesses feel they are on solid ground. For them to be 

sustainable, a business must be making a profit. To oppose this, it 

can be said that. A business cannot overrule the two other pillars 

within this theory. Within the theory a business making a Profit is 

not what the economic pillar is about. This pillar will look at 

governing a country the correct way and risk managing. 

Occasionally, this pillar can be known as the governance pillar, 

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/e/externality.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/s/social-license-slo.asp


this will be referring to a positive corporate governance. The 

impact of sustainability can be more cost effective in such areas as 

food production in which can then lead to a higher inflation price 

for items. But also, some businesses are attempting to do this in 

such shops as Iceland who cater to the lower and middle class of 

society. They have introduced cardboard instead of using plastic 

raps for some of these items. The issues with sustainability is that 

people can often get into a rhythm of living and who struggle to 

adapt in daily life (Higgins,K. 2014) (Iceland, No date). 

Society environment relationships the theory itself will suggests 

that anything that encompasses our environment of the natural 

world as the things in which though separate us alter our life or 

any activity in certain way. It can involve of all the things that can 

surround us and it can influence, the present whenever an 

occasion arises. It implies to those forces or situations that will 

affect the environment from outdoors. The environment is not as 

straightforward but an increasingly complex and consists of 

different forms. Such as the natural environment, biological social 

and the supra-social environment. The natural ecosystem can 

contain the geographical, climatic and the overwhelming 

controlled of the geographical atmosphere and ecosystem. The 

natural environment will be made up of different plants, animals, 

humankind and many more. The social ecosystem has three 

different kinds of environments such as economic, cultural and 

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/c/corporategovernance.asp


psychosocial. There is also the supra-social environment that will 

involve the religion and the supernatural (Nandagopal, R., 2018). 

 Unemployment can have a direct link to a country becoming 

more sustainability this is because the initial price will be high 

also within the United Kingdom has a welfare system known as 

universal credit. In which is only three hundred and forty-two 

pound and seventy-two pence fort a person under twenty-five. 

And four hundred and nine pound and eighty-nine pence for 

someone who is over twenty-five. The person who receives this 

payment will struggle to afford the basic of needs in which is 

stated in the hierarchy of needs theory. This has been shown in 

twenty twenty in which families have struggled to feed their 

children, in which this has had its impact on food banks and local 

business to help and feed them. This has led to a rise of more 

waste and less of a sustainable future within the United Kingdom 

(Pepper, D., 1993) (Gov.UK. No date) 

 

fuel poverty within Wales is stated that if a household spends ten 

percent or higher to heat their home. Or on any other energy, 

Mortgage Interest and Income Support they will be classed as 

being in the fuel poverty bracket. It is stated that households who 

have a low income will be find it very difficult to heat their homes. 



If a person finds it hard to heat their home will tend to be on a low 

incomes in such employment roles as a support worker and 

cleaner it is also stated and a person who is classed as vulnerable 

can also struggle with heating or powering there home.  The most 

recent of statices on the people who are currently living in 

poverty are two hundred and ninety-one thousand homes are 

living in fuel poverty. Within Wales twenty eighteen one hundred 

fifty-five thousand homes were at the time residing in fuel 

poverty. This is equal to twelve percent of all homes within Wales. 

It was stated that privet rented properties will tend to be fuel 

poor by twenty percent. Fifty percent of people who live in fuel 

poverty are mostly likely to be a single person household who 

don’t have children, also it is started that homes that are older 

will be more prone to be in the fuel poverty bracket (Kearns, Ade, 

2019) (Statistics for wales, 2018). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Eco socialism binds together two complementary ways of 

thinking about human beings and the natural ecosystem they 

exist in. When it comes to the term eco in the theory of eco 

socialism will come from the school of science of the topic of 

ecology. It will strongly have an emphasis on the highly complex 

and dynamic connections amongst the living and non-alive world 

of the elements within an ecosystem. Ecologists recognize how 

the natural life functions within an ecosystem. It can be 

interrupted by the behaviours of one individual or organism. 

Ecology will not have a social analysis; it will have no means of 

understanding how the economic and political systems influence 

human behaviours and within the social changes. Eco socialism 

mixes the perceptions of ecology with the affluent belief of 

socialist theory such as Marxism (System change not climate 

change, No date.) 

Marxist theory reveals that the ecological predicament is rooted 

in a harmful economic and political structure such as the 

opposing theory as capitalism. This offers a way of getting an 

insight on how the theory of capitalist system  works, in such 

areas as  envisioning  positive structure away from capitalism 

theory, in which the means of production is driven by a shared 

benefits and means of human needs are met and shared out 

between the  bourgeoisie and proletariat social classes within 

society. If you look at environmental natural disasters and 



manmade disasters such as Chernobyl and the Manchuria flood 

that happened within China this reminds society on a meso scale 

that the difficulty of eliminating capitalism will not be enough 

(Struhl, Karsten J., 2020). 

 

Eco feminism, or it is also known as ecological feminism, is a 

division of feminism that will explores the relationships between 

women and nature environment. The term Eco feminism was 

created by a historical feminist know as Françoise d’Eaubonne 

within nineteen seventy-four. Eco feminism will take the 

approach of the roots of feminist theory such as the 

equality between both genders known as male and female.  An 

revaluating of the patriarchal or nonlinear social structures that 

take the perspective of  the planet that recognizes the importance 

of the organic methods, holistic relationships between women 

and the environment (Moore, Niamh, 2008). 

To these conceptions eco feminism combines an dedication to 

the natural environment and an understanding of the 

relationships that is made between women and the natural 

environment. In Particular, this theory will highlights the ways 

that both the nature environment and women are treated 

by patriarchal society by their male counterparts within society. 

Eco feminists investigates the impact of gender classifications in 

order to show the ways in which social patterns apply absolute 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/feminism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/equality-human-rights
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/holistic
https://www.britannica.com/science/environment
https://www.britannica.com/topic/patriarchy


control over women and the natural environment. The social 

theory of Eco feminists also asserts that those social normalities 

will lead to an incomplete viewpoint of the macro world. It will be 

the practitioners advocate an other worldview that the positive 

values the natural environment is as sacred, from humans 

dependency on the natural environment, and will need to 

embraces all life as valuable (Britannica, No date) 

If you compare Eco feminists and Eco socialism they both have 

some of the same points such as how important the natural world 

is in order for human beings to survive in order for their own 

different viewpoints, within society and within the natural 

environment to survive. They also share the same belief that 

people should get fair and equal treatment within employment 

and within society and within the mistreatment of the natural 

world. The difference between these different theories is that one 

of them is actually taken place in within the modern world within 

twenty twenty in the case of the eco feminist theory, in the 

example of they way women are being respect within society such 

as the United Kingdom. Having two female prime minsters and 

also within the me too movement. There is also changes that are 

happing in the way the modern world view the natural world by 

countries recycling and attempting to reduce their carbon 

footprint, this is not to say that eco feminism have achieved this 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/alternative


but from the evidence you can see that they are making small 

steps towards this goal (BBC News, 2019). 

 

In the case of eco socialism and the impacted that they have made 

to compare this to eco feminist theory. Is that eco socialism has 

shown how the most exploited workers and exploited the 

materials that we use every day has been exploited. In such 

countries as Vietnam, India, China and also within the western 

world as within the United Kingdom, where the vast of people 

who work are struggling to pay they living expenses this could be 

because of a tory government that has tax the workers and made 

the poorest within our country an example of this is low paid 

hourly wage, tax and a poor example of a welfare policy(Climate & 

Capitalism, 2013). 

This has been shown by the latest evidence of the current crises 

know as the corona vires where MP have declined feeding 

children who have free school meals in school, when school is off 

because of this vires. But instead gave themselves a three 

thousand pay rise and also damaged the most vulnerable within 

our society. From this eco socialism has failed in part of there 

theory (The Guardian, 2020). 

 

 



To conclusion that the needs of the economy, society and the 

environment is incredibly complex. And that it is requires a 

mixture of different theories to solve, but it can be solved by 

having an open mind and a positive approach to fairness with the 

lowest paid in our society and within the government to be 

honest. To the people they are supposed to represent in 

parliament. But also, that to save our environment we all need to 

take responsibility for our own climate change and how we all 

save our world. From the evidence from the body of the text you 

can see that within the United Kingdom is making an attempt to 

solve the balance of the needs for a society to be a successful 

Society. In some aspect of the policy, legislation and within the 

practice. Such as the future of generation act twenty fifteen. But 

this is a start, but we could all do a lot more.  
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