Critically evaluate the impact of crime and anti-social behaviour upon local communities, examine the strategies used by the police service to address these issues. You may wish to consider examining the use of problem-solving models and evidence-based policing.
Crime and anti-social behaviour can affect a number of people or communities. Crime can occur on a local, national, or international level. Anti-social behaviour occurs within a single location, but it can negatively affect multiple communities as well as several components of a larger community. The police service address local crimes and anti-social behaviour using a variety of tactics. These tactics have different levels of efficacy. The police services also deal with the local impact of national and international crime such as drugs. 
Crime and anti-social behaviour can impact individuals and communities in different ways. There is the fear of crime and the results of crime. Fear of crime within communities is an emotion and feeling. This means that there are no definitive answers but there is still recordable data. According to one study people of white ethnicity are the least fearful of crime. This is for both privilege and deprived communities (Omoregie, 2018).  The data showed that all ethnicities have a higher level of fear than white communities. The data also showed that privileged communities are less fearful than people within communities of deprived backgrounds. The different factors could be due to different reasons. Fear of crime can be caused by many issues both personal and environmental. Some factors include the confidence to defend themselves, gender and, perceived likelihood of crime (Jackson, 2009). There are a possibly infinite number of factors that could influence the perception that someone may feel towards a crime. Different factors influence people to different degrees. One of the most substantial fears is the awareness of crime. This could be one of the main reasons why individuals in deprived areas have reported a higher fear of crime. 
Large scale crimes that occur on a national and international level cause and change how local crimes occur for example, smuggling requires one group to send the illegal packages across to another country. This can take several forms including passing through other countries first until they reach their goal country.  The individuals in the goal country collect the packages and then distribute the items to different local areas or specific people (Costantino & Di Nicola, 2021). There are cells of the same organisation in different locations around the world that handle different components of a large-scale criminal operation. The cells that receive and distribute the packages are the ones that facilitate different local crimes occurring. This creates a number of problems for the local police services. Human trafficking and migrant smuggling can be used to create modern slaves. If one local cell is using slaves and is shut down more potential slaves can still be brought into the country allowing for a new cell can be formed. This is due to the communication and financial shielding that is implemented to keep each cell isolated as well as the lack of communication between local cells and smuggling cells. This results in very little meaningful damage to the main organisation.
Local cells can also cause follow up and further crimes and anti-social behaviour. The use of drugs in a local community area such as a park can be considered as nuisance based anti-social behaviour (College of Policing, 2023) . This means that a police response to anti-social behaviour related to the use of drugs will have an effect on the local area but not with the ability to obtain drugs. This is because drugs go through several stages before being used. The police can take actions to deal with every stage. Within anti-social behaviour, the police can work with other agencies to create a focused deterrence. This involves working with the organisations such as the social services to provide support to the drug users as well as criminal charges. The use of these systems require communication with the drug users so that they understand the reason for the attention that they are receiving (Braga, et al., 2018). This method requires an understanding of the individuals involved in the taking of drugs. This means that the approach is more specialised to a group within a community. This will result in a difference in application from different areas. This concept has been applied within project ADDER. This Project was created by the home office and is operational in several locations including Swansea and Blackpool. This project involves the use of several policing methods to deal with drugs such as out of court disposals (Home Office, 2021).  This method has seen a level of success that caused the project to be implemented into other locations. 
Evidence based policing theory is becoming more implemented and the strategies relating to it are increasing. Evidence based policing has become more prevalent with a number of theories becoming more common. The use of theories such as rational choice theory and problem analysis triangle. These theories have been interlinked. Rational choice theory requires three things for a crime to occur. These are a motivated offender, lack of capable guardian and suitable target. The problem analysis triangle requires a offender, location and victim (College of Policing, 2019). This allows for analysis to be preformed observing the links between different vulnerabilities. These vulnerabilities allow for various solutions and reinforcement to be implemented based on the issue. 
The police or CCTV can function as a capable guardian. CCTV has shown a significant reduction in crime specifically in car parks and residential areas (Piza, et al., 2019). The study showed there was approximately 10% reduction in crime in areas with 100% CCTV coverage. This could be due to several factors. The cameras could be the only reason but, it could also be due to other factors such as the lives of regular offenders in the area. There can be a variety of factors but, overall, this displays that the cameras do decrees the amount of crime. These are methods that reinforce the locations through deterrence. This means that the targeted person or object does not need to be more physically secure, but the increased threat of prosecution increases security due to deterrence. The act of reinforcing the victim or target can take a variety of forms. An object that requires reinforced security will typically make it harder to freely move the object. This can be in the form of a locked cabinet, or restricted access. This means that the potential offenders must work harder to acquire the target. This decreases the chance of a specific object being target as being seen as a suitable. This is due to the difficulty in acquiring the object which increases the chance of getting caught. The offenders can also be addressed. The potential offender could also be addressed. This can take the form of support from various organisations. This helps in reducing the chance that an individual chose to commit an offence. This is because there would be less incentive to commit a crime for personal gain. This is because support could also assist to remove the motivation of a crime. This could be for drugs or alcohol.  Applying multiple methods of problem solving could compound the effect of these different methods. 
These methods of problem solving are implemented by the police and partner agencies. The use of these methods is commonly employed alongside problem-oriented policing models such as triple T. Triple T stands for targeting, testing and, tracking. This method requires the identification of an issue. Then using a method of problem solving to apply a potential solution. The method then requires the affect of the intervention to be recorded (Sherman, 2013). This allows for the collation of information to gain an understanding of the effective interventions for specific crimes and areas. This increases the potential efficacy of future interventions as well as the implementation speed. This decreases the cost of interventions as, less testing will be needed before the implementation of an effective can be performed. This is potentially a double-edged sword as this could increase complacency. This is formed from a seemingly effective method being implemented automatically instead of fully analysing the problem (Lipinski, 2021). This means that the police will not continue to innovate which means that the method will become less efficient as time goes by. The final stage of triple T is to track and analyse the results of the intervention. This could potentially cause a decrease in complacency as statistics over time would show if there was a change in the effectiveness.   
Evidence based policing has several issues. Evidence based policing used the scientific method to develop methods and theories that allow for crime reduction. This creates a substantial limitation on all forms of research for evidence-based policing. This is due to the inability to perform a clinical trial. A clinical trial has a baseline group and a group that receives the applied theory as a single change (Thomas, 2022). This is due to the lack of control that the researcher would require. This means that a clinical trial is not possible therefore, research preformed in evidence-based policing cannot be seen as fully valid. This is due to every external factor that is not controlled in the real world. The lack of control poses an issue as any research into evidence-based policing is not able to gain as much conclusive evidence as a control trial. The main way to deal with this issue is to preform meta-analysis. This allows for the statistics and patterns to be observed (Institute for Work and Health, 2007). This means that the patterns and repeated events can be absorbed and quantified. This allows for flaws and limitations to still exist but for the effects to be minimised. The data that is put into a meta-analysis must meet criteria for the analysis. These criteria requirements result in similar data being put together to create a better understanding of the potential solution.  
Assessing the effectiveness of a method will also pose difficulty. This is because of the dark figure of crime. This is the concept of unrecorded, unreported and, undiscovered crimes (Castelbajac, 2014). There is a multitude of reasons that the crimes are not recorded. This will negatively affect any data collected during the application of a crime reduction method. This means that studies are created with a lack of completely accurate data. The amount of data that is unrecorded is unknown. This means that the accuracy of the method that is employed can not be fully analysed but, the use of meta-analysis compensates for the issue. This is because the data may not be complete but the data from different studies allows trends to be seen and effects to be observed. 
There have been many cases where evidence-based policing could potentially have been applied to cause a better result for the victim. One of these cases was Fiona Pilkington. This case involved Fiona Pilkington, her disabled child and, the rest of the family. There were 33 recorded incidents over the period of time (Hampshire Safeguarding Adults Board, 2011). This case exposed many flaws and issues within the police and related organisations. There were issues with communications between the police and partner agencies. 
Evidence based policing could have assisted in this case. Evidence based policing could have assisted in connecting the various reports. There were 12 officers involved. These officers each had different levels of response, all of which were ineffective (Independent Police Complaints Commission, 2009). The report showed there was little communication between the officers involved as well as the officers and the youths involved. There were still reports within the database. If an evidence-based policing approach had been applied to the Fiona Pilkington case, then there is a potential that the resulting tragedy may not have occurred, and a more positive outcome may have occurred. 
Applying triple T could facilitate a number of changes. The focus on identifying problems in the area would show the severity of the issue so that an intervention could be put in place. There were a number of potential responses. One option was focused deterrence. This strategy would be tailored to this specific actions. The issue with this strategy is that the punishment will hold less effect. This means that the strategy will not be optimal. The strategy is mainly used with individual in gangs or other criminal groups. A strategy that would have been ideal for this case is Multisystemic therapy. This is an intervention that is implement in the homes of young people aged between ten and seventeen. The intervention is designed for young people who have issues with behavioural, emotional and, social issues (Henggeler & Schaeffer, 2016). This method has been looked at and could have allowed for the necessary help that the youths required to be given. Due to the requirements of privacy for the youths, a understanding of the families cannot be gained and therefore the possible reactions are now only theoretical. 
In conclusion, crimes and anti-social behaviour carry many negative affects for a community. The negative effects are different between individual people and different communities within the area. The police have different options to deal with crime. One method of dealing with crime is evidence-based policing. This is a form of policing that focuses on understanding the crime from different perspectives such as the motivation, opportunity and methods. This form of policing focuses on solving the problem a using the scientific method and collaboration to find efficient and cost-effective methods. The effectiveness of these methods differs. 
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