Event Risk Assessment:

Title: Coastal Housing Association 
Date: 15th November 2019
Only complete the following where relevant:
	Event Description
	Assessment of Coastal Flats in Swansea

	Department:
	Coastal Housing Association 

	Event Location:
	High Street, Swansea

	Event Organiser (Module Lead) Name
	Ruby Rees and Rebecca Aldron

	Student Event Manager 
	Ruby Rees and Rebecca Aldron

	Student Treasurer
	N/A

	Numbers of students attending
	2

	Students with additional needs (please describe)
	N/A

	Numbers of staff attending
	N/A

	Number of first aiders attending
	N/A

	Start Date:
	15th November 2019

	Return Date:
	15th November 2019

	Event Details:
	Both students are giving an overall assessment on the Coastal Housing flats on High Street, Swansea







Examination and Description of Health and Safety Legislation Included (750 words minimum)
	In the service area of the property (communal washing room), it is clear that there are no fire extinguishers in this area. However, The Association of Residential Managing Agents (ARMA) states that all service and plant areas should have a fire extinguisher as standard (ARMA, 2014). It is key to remember to use a fire extinguisher when a fire occurs as a fire extinguisher is the essential defence when putting out a fire (Fire Safety Services, 2019). ARMA states that It's a lawful necessity for all block of flats to have a fire risk evaluation of the communal areas only. Be that as it may, this must include the front entryways of individual flats. The obligation to organize the evaluation lies with the landlord or the housing association. Anyone who is currently visiting the particular flat that has caught fire and its residents will have to calmly and quickly evacuate immediately and call the fire brigade but however, anyone who is in the other apartments are safe to stay in their flats (ARMA, 2014).
Whilst going through the assessment even further, it is obvious there is also no disabled access in the communal areas for wheelchair users or mother’s with prams, they have to with great difficulty climb the stairs as some residents live on the third floor of the flats, Deacon (2017) states that under the Equality Act 2010, as the director of a Residential Management Company or Residents Association, they have a statutory duty to allow reasonable adaptions to the communal areas of the block where a request is made by a resident leaseholder. But however, although it should be requested by a tenant, the injury that may occur during the transportation of a wheelchair users is liable by the Manual Handling Operations Regulations 1992. They state that anything that involves, lifting, carrying or pushing is hazardous when it involves people (Work Safe Victoria, 2018)

During the risk assessment of the Coastal Housing properties, it was brought to attention that there are no fire exists in the communal area of the flats, although it is not essential to have a fire exist in the communal area, but a landlord or housing association should have a legal obligation to give a fire safety action plan and advice on the fire risk assessment for the building, this should include fire procedures and evacuation information (Lansdown Insurance Brokers, 2019).
One of the major risks that was found during this assessment was that there was very few fire doors within one of the properties, there was one that was in the kitchen but however, it did not close or shut properly, therefore it was insufficient and defeated the object of what fire doors try to achieve as they are designed to keep a fire closed and contained for 30 minutes before it starts to spread. Fire Door Safety Week (2019) states that Signs that might indicate a fire door include things like a blue ‘Fire Door’ or ‘Keep Closed’ sign, door closers, intumescent or smoke seals around the edge of the door or the frame.  In blocks of flats, the external door to a flat invariably should be a Fire Door, this protects the common areas from spread of flame and smoke (Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 (FSO), 2005).

The final risk that was spotted whilst doing the assessment was that there was no emergency lighting in the communal areas of the flat, Fire Safe (2019) states that emergency lighting is ordinarily required to work completely automatically and give brightening of an adequately significant level to empower all occupants to clear the premises securely.
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Event Risk Assessment

	Ref
	Hazard / Task / Activity
 Area of Concern
	Persons at Risk
	Existing Controls
	Describe Any Further Controls Actions Needed
	Actions By Whom
	Action By When

	
1
	No fire extinguishers in communal areas
	Everyone who present when there’s a fire
	Smoke Alarms
Sign stating ‘No Smoking in Communal Areas’ 
	By putting fire extinguishers in communal areas
Contact Coastal Housing 

	Coastal Housing
Swansea’s Fire Department
	Not known

	
2
	No disabled access for visitors 
	Anyone who has difficulty climbing a staircase, mother’s with prams
	None
	By putting easy access in for wheelchair users
Contact Coastal Housing
	Coastal Housing 
An Occupational Therapist.
	Not Known

	
3
	No fire exists
	Residents and visitors
	None
	By having a routinely check of safe exists for residents
Contact the fire department to see what measures need to be put in place
	Swansea’s Fire Department
Coastal Housing
	Not known

	
4
	No fire doors inside the property
	Residents and visitors
	None, however there is one fire door but it does not close properly so therefore it is ineffective.
	By having all doors as fire doors inside the property
	Coastal Housing
Swansea’s Fire Department
	Not known

	
5
	No emergency lighting
	Everyone
	None
	By having emergency lighting in case of power outage. 
	Coastal Housing 

	Not known
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Review of Risk Assessment Process (250 words)
	Review Date:
	15th November 2019

	In the communal area of these Coastal Housing properties, it is clear that there are no fire extinguishers in the communal area, anyone who is in the property when a fire has occurred is at risk as there is no alternative to put out the fire.
In addition to this, there also no fire exists in the communal areas or in the property itself. It is only one way in and one way out. Anyone who is currently in the property at the time of the fire occurs is at risk as there is no way to get out of the property, the windows at the property only open to a certain point but it is obvious that nobody could fit through the window to escape if there were to be a fire.
 There is also no disabled access for wheelchair users or mother’s with prams, they have to with great difficulty hoist either a wheelchair or pram up three flights of stairs to see their associate, this could potentially be fatal if an accident was to occur as the stairs in the communal area are titled which could cause serious injury or said above, fatal. 
It is standard that every door in a flat should be a fire door as it will prevent any fire or smoke spreading any further, there is one fire door in the kitchen in the main property that is being assessed but it does not close properly, therefore it is ineffective and defeats the object of what it is trying to do.
Finally, there is no emergency lighting in the communal areas, this is a potential hazard as the flooring in the communal area is tiled so in case of a power outage, it is dark in the communal area and anybody could easily slip and fall.











FULL RISK ASSESSMENTS MUST BE COMPLETED FOR ALL VISITS
NOTES:	
(i) In the event of any student or member of staff listed below failing to attend for whatever reasons his/her name must be given to the Faculty Secretary.
(ii) For purposes of Health Insurance the Tutor-in-Charge of the visit must make known to all members participating in the visit, the provisions contained in the relevant Insurance Notes. 

(iii) The Event Manager must deliver to Module Lead of the proposed Educational Visit ALL names and mobile numbers of all Students who have agreed to participate in the Activity.
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