



This assignment will discuss the history of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE), it will go on to evaluate the success of the Act and will use real life cases to do so. Furthermore, it will look at the limitations of the act, also using cases to back up evidence. It will then conclude by looking at the advantages and disadvantages of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act being put into place from 1984. Successes and limitations of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act will be assessed in regards to whether or not they have helped in preventing miscarriages of justice. Finally, an overall summary will be brought together at the end. The Police and Criminal Evidence Act is an act of parliament that introduced a law-making framework for police officers’ powers in England and Wales in attempt to battle crime, and code of practice are in place for the exercise of those powers (Miller, 2019). 
It is perhaps inevitable that crime will never fully be prevented, however PACE 1984 is in place to try and reduce it as much as possible. The Police and Criminal Evidence Act is made up of two parts, one being an act of parliament and two being the code of practice. PACE was brought into power in 1984 and it is in place to deal with the powers and duties involved with the police, criminal evidence, complaints against the police, police discipline and for people in police detention (UK Government, 2019). This is an act that provides the fundamental framework for the powers that the police services have and offers safeguarding around stop and search, investigation, identification, interviewing detainees and detention (UK Government, 2019). Furthermore, PACE is set out to achieve the correct balance between the powers the police have, and the rights and freedoms that the public are entitled to. Additionally, the central element of PACE is trying to maintain that balance between the two (UK Government, 2019). Within this act is codes of practice, there are 8 codes of practice, these being Code A, Code B, Code C, Code D, Code E, Code F, Code G and Code H, these all cover different aspects within the police. Code A covers the powers police have to stop and search people, Code B covers police powers to search premises and seize property if needs be, Code C covers the detention, treatment and questioning of those who go into police custody, Code D is associated with the methods used by police in order to identify people when investigating people in connection with offences, Code E deals with the tape recording of people in questioning, Code F deals with the visual recording of suspects in questioning, Code G deals with statutory powers of arrest and finally Code H deals with terrorist suspects and their detention. These codes have been all created at different times, ranging from 2012-2019, and the list of codes of practice will potentially continue to grow (UK Government, 2013). PACE 1984 was introduced in attempt to prevent miscarriages of justice and to control more precisely the interactions between police officers and arrested persons within the walls of section, where there is risks of cruel conduct and abuses of power (UK Government, 2013).
A huge case that bought about discussion of miscarriages of justice was the death of Lesley Molseed, assumed to be sexually assaulted and murdered by Stefan Kiszko, however, after serving 16 years in Prison for her murder, police found new evidence that it was in fact not Stefan who murdered her (McSmith, 2007). Lesley got sexually assaulted and brutally murdered in October 1975 and in 1976, Stefan Kiszco was 23 years of age and jailed for life for her murder (McSmith, 2007). Kiszco suffered from hypogonadism as his testicles had not fully developed which meant he could not produce semen and therefore, he was very vulnerable and officers took great advantage of this by persuading him to confess to something that he had not done (McSmith, 2007). The officers who dealt with this case concluded that the medication he was on would make him develop stronger sexual thoughts, and so they jumped to the conclusion that it must have been him who murdered Lesley (Wickelus, 2013). Kiszko was persuaded by being told that if he confessed to the murder of Lesley, then he would be free to go home and further police investigations would prove his innocence (Wickelus, 2013). Unfortunately, after spending 16 years in prison for something he did not do, he died a year after his release, potentially dying from the impact prison had on his mental and physical health (Wickelus, 2013). This was one of the biggest miscarriages of justice which involved major failures in the process which resulted in Kiszko being wrongly charged. Failures included failing to notice that Kiszko was unable to produce sperm and therefore it couldn’t have been his sperm on her skirt, and therefore he did not murder her, additional statements made by 2 girls stating that Kiszco flashed himself to them, they were not cross examined, finally, that sperm was found in the semen on Lesley’s clothes, but actually after taking a sample of Kiszco’s semen, there was no sperm in there. After these facts had been brought alight, Kiszco was released instantly, then needed 9 months of rehabilitation, he received £500,000 in compensation, although died 8 months later (Campbell, 2006).
Miscarriages of justice can occur for a number of different reasons, the main reason being when defendants or convicts are treated by the state in breach of their rights because of deficient processes, laws being applied are unfair or there is no factual or truthful explanation for the treatment or punishment that was applied, for example mistaken identity (Cane & Conaghan, 2009). There are many pointers that need to be taken into account when charging someone for a crime, for example, the sentence or fine must be fair, for example, someone being caught driving with bald tyres wouldn’t be sentenced to life in prison, instead they would have a fine or potentially points on their license (Walker, 2019). 
With a lot of crimes, people, especially the police, just want to find someone accountable for it, and therefore, before PACE was in place, police officers had unfair interviewing techniques to try and get a confession out of the suspect. These included, Fishing expeditions, Verballing, sleep deprivation, violence and threats. Fishing expeditions is when the interviewee will ask a specific question, phrased in a way that may get the defendant agitated, this is because people only tend to get agitated if they are guilty of something and therefore this can be a huge indicator as to whether they are guilty or not, the defendants reaction and body language to any accusations made is crucial (Webster, 2019). Sleep deprivation is a technique that used to be used when trying to get answers out of someone, as they would be kept awake until they gave an answer, this was an effective technique because defendants would get to the point where they get so tired that they give answers just so that they can go to sleep. Detainees were allowed to be kept away for up to 180 hours in order to try and get answers out of them (Bulkeley, 2014). Sleep deprivation comes with many effects like difficulty concentrating, fatigue and irritability, and then problems occur with reading and speaking clearly, body temperature lowers and judgement becomes poor, if the sleep deprivation continues, these symptoms will continue to worsen, therefore it was an effective technique at getting answers because defendants would give up and admit what they know so they can sleep and these symptoms would stop (Bulkeley, 2014). Violence and threats were another effective interviewing technique because people will be more likely to confess to something that they’ve done or give information about what they know, if they knew they may get hurt if they didn’t. This technique was effective because police used to physically force a confession out of suspects, however this technique stopped around the 1940’s and less brutal ones like sleep deprivation took over it (Irsay, 2002). However, these techniques are no longer used as the Police and Criminal Evidence act is in place and therefore there are limits to how long suspects can be kept in custody before having to be released or charged (Bradshaw, 2007). 
Used often by the police, is a problem analysis triangle, this is a triangle that is made up of 3 elements and states that crimes can only occur if there are 3 aspects involved, these being an offender, a place and a target/victim. This helps PACE 1984 because if one aspect is missing then it can’t be a crime and so they can rule that out. The problem analysis triangle originates from one of the main theories of environmental criminology - routine activity theory, and it assists police officers in deciding whether or not a crime has been committed (Dickson, 2009). 
Similar to PACE, is a model called the ‘SARA model’ this is a model used by the police in attempt for them to get things right first time, this model stands for scanning, analysis, response and assessment.  This model is about studying patterns of crime and their causes before deciding on effective solutions, therefore it can be argued that if it is done properly then the correct people will be targeted and more often face sanctions for their actions, therefore following on from that, the less people that are arrested who are unconnected to the crime then the better because it makes it easier for the police to narrow down suspects and the criminal will be easier to find (Brandon, 2015). The scanning process states the identification of a problem or problems, this is completed through calls for service of discovery by police officers. The analysis feature is for officers to inspect the existing problem and what plan of action should be taken to tackle that problem. Furthermore, during the response process, a solution is put into action in attempt to solve the problem. The final aspect is the assessment, this studies the success and effectiveness of the solution that was put in place, these solution or solutions need constant monitoring and evaluation to make sure if continues to do its job and tackle problems (Brandon, 2015).
According to recorded crime rates in England and Wales between 1898-2001, the rates of crimes including murder, homicide, manslaughter, attempted murder, conspiracy of murder, death by dangerous driving and lots more very wounding and damaging crimes all either increased or stayed the same in 1984 when PACE was put into place. This could give evidence that PACE isn’t an effective method to lower crime rates as these statistics didn’t show a decrease in these crimes which is what PACE aimed to do (UK Government, 2016). However, evidence that PACE is effective can be seen through the amount of stop and searches that police officers are able to take these days, in 2017-2018, police forces in England and Wales carried out 2,501 stops and searches under section 60, this was 631 more than the previous year. With increased stop and searches, police are able to take more threatening objects off the streets and this may deter people to carry them altogether (Taylor, 2019). Again, in contrast to the PACE act being successful, another article stated that there were more arrests in 2010 for possession of weapons than there was in 2017, this could either be because there isn’t as many stop and searches or that there’s the same amount of stop and searches and just less people carrying the weapons (Abbott, 2018). However, in the latest figures collected, March 2017 had the highest rate of police stops than led to an arrest since the information and statistics were first collected, this has increased since 2010 by 8% (Abbott, 2018). Finally, the rate of arrests for people suspected to be carrying a weapon was about 20%, in 2010 the rate was half of that and therefore it could be argued that PACE 1984 is an effective act and is working (Abbott, 2018). Linking with this is the fact that crime is more of a common occurrence in areas where there is high reward and low risk of being caught, and therefore it has been stated that the more officers out on the street will deter criminals for doing what they wanted, and therefore more officers will result in less crime (Garside, 2017). 
To conclude, this assignment has discussed the PACE 1984 act and has evaluated whether it has been a success or not. It has also talked about some major miscarriages of justice that happened due to major faults by various different people. Also discussed was how miscarriages of justice’ occur and how PACE 1984 has been put in place to prevent these from occurring. The SARA model has also been evaluated and comparisons between it and PACE 1984 have been made (Brandon, 2015). Additionally, different crime rates have been compared through different years in order to visually see whether PACE 1984 has been effective, if things have stayed the same, or got worse. These statistics have shown that in England and Wales, crime rates are increasing and may continue to increase if nothing more is put in place to stop them (Abbott, 2018). Finally, real life cases have been discussed to highlight some major miscarriages of justice that potentially brought about the PACE 1984 act to prevent these happening in the future (McSmith, 2007).
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