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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

Safeguarding of adults is underpinned by the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, and Part 7 highlights the legal framework to safeguard adults, children and carers and also Wales Safeguarding Procedures (WSP) (Social Care Wales, 2024). The term “adult at risk”, has replaced the term “vulnerable adult” as it was regarded as disempowering (XXX Regional Safeguarding Board, 2019). England similarly introduced the “Adult at risk” definition in the Care Act 2014, demonstrating the importance of having a shared language (Ann Craft Trust, 2024). Section 126(1) of the SSWBA defines an adult at risk who is experiencing, or is at risk, of abuse or neglect, has needs for care and support, and is unable to protect themselves (SSWBA S126(1)(a)(b)(c)). Section 197 of the SSWBA defines abuse as “physical, sexual, psychological, emotional or financial abuse” (Welsh Government, 2014).
	There is a duty on professionals to report where there is cause to suspect an adult is at risk of abuse or neglect, under section 128 of the SSWBA. Within a local health board, the “Adult at Risk Procedure” is a clear policy regarding safeguarding adults which has been created by Public Health Wales. The policy highlights the importance of the duty of practitioners to report to the Local Authority (LA) and to contact the Designated Safeguarding Person for guidance (Public Health Wales, 2013, p. 3). The LA must make initial enquiries and gather information which will support their decision as to whether action should be taken. If the LA have reasonable cause to suspect an “Adult at Risk” then a S126 enquiry must take place, and a strategy meeting should be held within 7 days (Government, 2019, p. 32). There are 3 determinations possible from a strategy meeting: Immediate Protection to remove the adult from immediate risk, Adult not at risk but may have other needs for care and support services, and Adult at risk and action to protect needed (Government, 2019, p. 33). Following this, further strategy meeting and adult protection conference can be convened in a multi-disciplinary meeting. The SSWBA section 131, allows a LA to apply for an Adult Protection and Support Order which enables “authorised officers” to enter the home where there is reasonable cause to suspect the adult is at risk and if there are barriers encountered (Government, 2019, p. 11). 
Adopting a person-centred approach is essential in safeguarding adults; considerations and decisions, must have regards to the Mental Capacity Act 2005 respecting that all persons should be deemed to have capacity unless it is proven otherwise (Mental Capacity Act 2005, Part 1 S1(1)). This ensures the principles of the SSWBA are promoted: respecting the voice, views and wishes of the adult, and this in turn encourages article two of the Human Rights Act 1998 – a right to life. 
The implementation of regional Safeguarding Adult Boards was a necessity following the introduction of the SSWBA, which includes six LA who work under the Safeguarding Boards (Functions and Procedures) (Wales) Regulations (2015). The purpose of these boards are to protect adults and to prevent abuse, recognising the importance of early intervention and prevention (XXX Safeguarding Board, 2024). The XXX Safeguarding Adults Board complete serious case reviews and carry out training, audits and policies, regionally, such as XXX Self-Neglect Protocol (XXX Safeguarding Board, 2024). 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Adults and children safeguarding is underpinned by predominately the same legislation, the SSWBA(2014) and the WSP(2019). Since the implementation of the SSWBA, there has been a statutory duty placed on relevant agencies to report an “Adult at Risk” and also a “Child at Risk”. However, there are differences between the legislative framework for investigations, such as under section 126, a LA has a duty to investigate if a report is received regarding an adult. Although the duty remains the same, investigations are carried out under section 47 of the Children Act 1989. The WSP replaced the All Wales Child Protection Procedures and the Wales Interim Policy and Procedures for the Protection of Vulnerable Adults from Abuse, making the definitions clearer and allowing procedures to be more accessible in one area.

When considering the definition of “At Risk”, there are notable differences between adults and children which is seen within the WSP, as children are not able to protect themselves and it is the child’s caregiver’s responsibility to meet their needs and ensure their safety (Social Care Wales, 2024). Adults are at risk, if they are unable to protect themselves. Adults, and Children, are both deemed to be “at risk” if they are experiencing, or at risk of experiencing, abuse and/or neglect, and has needs for care and support. When considering the importance of safety, we must consider the importance of well-being which is defined similarly between adults and children, however differences include a child’s “physical, intellectual, emotional, social and behavioural development”, and in adults, it includes the additional “control over day to day life” and “participation in work” (SSWBA 2014 P1(S2)). 

When safeguarding adults the Mental Capacity Act 2005 is an important piece of legislation. If, following a mental capacity assessment, it is deemed they lack capacity then decision made should be made in their best interest. The Children Act 1989 highlights that once a child reaches their 18th birthday, they are considered an adult. At the age of 16, children can make informed decisions and are deemed to have capacity, however are bound by legislation and protocols relating to children.

The WSP encourages practitioners to gain consent from adults and children, as this leads to better engagement by being person/child-centred leading to better outcomes (Social Care Wales, 2024). Consent should be obtained by the adult unless there is reasonable cause for not doing so. Consent should always be tried from the child, however in some circumstances conversations may need to happen without parent/carer’s knowledge if they are the suspected perpetrator. A child or parents decision to refuse a report can be overridden if there are continuous safeguarding concerns.
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