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Portfolio of activities
Part 1
In Wales, there are many policies and important documents relating to youth work and where it happens, and these are useful for students and youth workers. These documents are also helpful to youth work practitioners. In the document Youth Work in Wales:  Principles and Purposes (Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2022) it states that one important principle of youth work is that the relationship between the young people and the youth workers is voluntary. Any young person aged between eleven and twenty-five years old can engage in youth work. Furthermore, research also highlights the voluntary relationship between the young people and youth workers. For example, Jeffs and Smith (2010) suggest the voluntary principal means that young people can decide whether they want to engage with youth workers or not. This is supported by the Youth Work Strategy for Wales (Welsh Government, 2019), which states that voluntary participation can help young people feel like empowered partners. 
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Part 2a 
This essay will discuss youth work. The purpose of youth work is defined by the Community Learning and Development (CLD) Standards Council Scotland (2019, p .4) as enabling:
…young people to develop holistically, collaborating with them to facilitate their personal, social, and educational development, to enable them to develop their voice, influence, and place in society and to reach their full potential.
(CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019, p.4)
Blacker (2010) suggests it is important that youth workers can build relationships with young people. They state, “A central task for any youth work has always been the need to construct and sustain educational and social relationships with young people” (Blacker, 2010, p.15). Jolly (2010, p. 6) agrees, saying that “ it is no exaggeration to say that the single most important factor in defining youth work practice rests with the worker” .Youth workers provide young people with opportunities to learn but in a non-formal and informal way, and the activities that they use are like tools, just as  Harte ( 2020, p.90) states:
…they provide a key setting to enable the educational process of youth work to take place. They act as a catalyst to initiate and hasten young people’s development and learning. 
(Harte, 2020, p.90)
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Part 2b
Answer all questions below as fully as possible.
• If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you 
could be accused of Plagiarism. It is important for students to avoid this to show the lecturer they have read widely using trusted sources. Also, it enables students to acknowledge other people’s work and ideas. 
• You only must reference when you use a direct quotation. You do have to use a reference with any quote, but also when writing someone’s ideas in your own words.
• Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. No, this is false, as you do not know whether the information you are reading is reliable.
• Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide
When writing a very long quotation, it is important to put it in as a separate single-spaced indented paragraph, with the citation underneath in brackets and right aligned. 
• Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify 
Start with broad – reading to familiarize yourself with what is being asked.
Skim and scan – to help us find the relevant information. 
Focus – on the key ideas and look for support and alternative non-biased viewpoints.
Start collecting your references- ensure you write where you get your ideas and quotations from. 
Resources – UWTSD Library, Google Scholar, Books, Websites (They must be trustworthy sources. For example, those ending with.ac.uk, Edu, gov.uk do not use .com), Academic Databases.











Part 3
This is a critical response to Agatston, Kowalski and Limber’s (2007) article called ‘Students’ Perspectives on Cyber Bullying’, from the Journal of Adolescent Health. The theme of the article was to help understand the effects of cyberbullying on young people and ways of ensuring young people, their teachers, and parents are aware of the policies and help available. The key argument in this article is that female, young people perceived cyberbullying as an issue that was not discussed often, and teachers were not helpful in giving support and information. The author’s purpose was to raise awareness of the adverse effects on young people who experienced cyberbullying and the solutions available and not being able to talk to teachers. 
 The article’s structure is noticeably clear; using subheadings, we know what each paragraph is talking about. The paragraph’s lengths vary; some are short, and others are very long, and they repeat some of their findings multiple times. The linking words between paragraphs, they have only used one linking sentence so they could be improved by including more linking sentences to be able to back up their argument. Whilst they are using statistics, the problem is they are not specific regarding the focus groups; when they first mention the statistics, they are not giving enough information; however, further in the article, they do specify the ages until much later. The article shows that there are no appendices.
 The style of the language in the article is formal and academic. However, it is still easy to read. It is easy to read for an expert, academic, or non-expert reader. Although what they are saying in the report is interesting, however, because there is a lack of reference to support and, critique, and evaluate their findings, it did not persuade me and weakened their argument. The article is an objective finding as it uses factual data not influenced by personal beliefs. Yes, they have a clear statement: “To gain a better understanding of the impact of cyberbullying on students and the possible need for prevention messages targeting students, educators, and parents” (Agaston, Kowalski, and Limber, 2007, p. 59).
 They claim that cyberbullying is a problem, especially for female students, and cyberbullying is a topic rarely discussed in school; another claim they are making is that staff are not very helpful with the ways to stop the bullying. It is not concise. The points they are making are not supported by a reference, and they are only referencing their own previous research; they are only focusing on cyberbullying in school and not outside the school and tackling the cyberbullying policy not being followed. No, the arguments are not consistent as they focus on cyberbullying in school and not expanding their findings in broader terms. The evidence the text relies on is their own research, which is bad because you should use other research and wider reading to back up the points that they are making. Pears and Shields state that “Referencing is the process of acknowledging other people’s works when you have used it in your assignment or research” (Pears, R and Shields, G, 2019, p. 1). Referencing is important for a number of reasons it shows that you have read widely on the topic and can evaluate what others have been writing about on cyberbullying. It also helps show that you are backing up your evidence and your argument through research, and you can form your own views and opinions on what you have just read. Pears and Shield state that “it establishes the creditability and authority of your ideas and arguments” (Pears, R and Shields, G, 2019, p.1). Referencing is a vital skill because it helps us locate the material and helps us to do our own further research on the topic they have written about. Reliability and validity: we do not know the questions that were asked and how they were presented. Stella Cottrell states that “A key task for you as a researcher is to ensure that your research measures or investigates exactly what it claims to do” (Cottrell, S, 2013, P. 94). What this means is to include their evidence and question and how they presented their research and findings to make their research more dependable and valid. To help improve their article, it would be good to include the questions they asked the focus group, how the focus group they were conducting their research, and how they answered the questions. So, overall, I do not think that the article is completely effective and valid. The evidence in supporting the argument of the critical review, I do not think there is much evidence supporting their argument and findings, as they do not back up their research by referencing, which shows that they have not read in terms of broader reading and not using personal experiences; it does not make the article very effective. The conclusions drawn from the article state that “we conclude that school districts should address cyberbullying through a combination of policies and information that are shared with students and parents” (Agaston, Kowalski, and Limber, 2007, p. 59). This means that schools should deal with reports of cyberbullying, they should be made aware of the policies surrounding the issues of cyberbullying and how to deal with the process, and parents and students should have access to the information and Policies. I do not think that the conclusions are justified as they have not used references to back up their evidence, which shows that they have not done any further research or widened readers on the topic of cyberbullying. However, there are two more articles that have done research on cyberbullying called Children and Youth Services Review, written by (Mishna, Saini, and Solomon). The other article is called Cyberbullying: Creating a Culture of Respect in a Cyberworld, written by (Keith and Martin).

In conclusion, I think the article could improve as there is a lack of evidence supporting the topic of cyberbullying. Could improve by widening their reading and research by using referencing instead of just applying their own research to back up their argument and opinions. Although they do use statistics to back up their points, they are not precise data until much later in the article. My personal recommendation for the article would be more references to back up their evidence. Also, to make the article more dependable and valid, present the research and questions to make the article more accurate for the reader reading the article. To back up their conclusions and make them more justified, give supporting evidence to show that they have researched and found findings to back up their conclusions. I think yes, and no, it is an appropriate academic article as they do have claims that justify the article to back up their points and use appropriate statistics that are relevant to the topic. Also, early in the review, I did say the readers-suited were expert, academic, and non-expert readers. However, to improve the academic article’s use of referencing to back up their evidence and broaden their reader and terms to show that they have done extensive research to make the article more dependable and valid to extend their knowledge and understanding of the topic. They use the terminology of kids instead of young people, this has negative connotations. 
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