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School X is a primary school situated within the outskirts of the city of Swansea. The school consists of 243 pupils, with an average class size of 28 pupils. 39% of pupils receive free school meals (FSM), which is significantly higher than the national average. A contributing factor to unemployment in the area is the closure of a number of businesses in the local area in recent years, due to the recession. School attendance levels have worsened in the last 2 years, with the school’s average attendance currently at 89.2%. This has had a significant impact on attainment levels across both the Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2. 
Within a recent report from an ESTYN inspection, the school was awarded an adequate for performance and progression and a number of targets were put in place to ensure improvement across all areas. One area that requires attention is the involvement of parents in the school alongside the current strategies that are used and this is something that is currently under review. The school works closely with other agencies such as social services to ensure that issues affecting the child’s ability to attend school are addressed, thus improving levels of attendance and in turn, attainment.







Rationale for chosen interventions
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Many researchers have distinguished a clear correlation between poverty and low levels of attainment and this is an issue that greatly affects ‘school X’ as it is situated in an area with high levels of poverty and unemployment. There have been a number of suggested reasons for this relationship. These include an unavailability of resources within schools and the local community, little to no parental engagement for disadvantaged children and problems surround well-being and emotional and social development (Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 2007). 
In their guidance for good practice (2012, p.2) ESTYN state that schools that ensure inclusive education for those who are living in poverty “listen to disadvantaged learners and provide opportunities for them to play a full part in
the school’s life”. With this in mind, it is evident that there is a need for pupil voice to be developed within ‘school X’ and this led to the decision to introduce a healthy school council, in which the children are provided with the opportunity to express their thoughts and feelings and make decisions on the food that is served throughout the school. Furthermore, the report states that good practice includes opportunities for children to “develop their social and emotional skills” and this inspired the idea to employ a full-time pastoral officer as someone who can cater to the needs of the children and aid them in their development. 
By incorporating this idea, the school will be working towards meeting the ESTYN’s expectations and therefore, improve from the previous inspection feedback.
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Evaluation

Throughout the module of ECAD6001: The Principles of Practice and Progress, it has been possible to develop knowledge of areas of teaching and learning that have not been explored in detail previously. The module proved to be very interesting and easy to engage with as some controversial issues were discussed within the sessions. The module has been very informative and introduced a lot of theories and strategies that will be used in future practice.

Strengths:
Within this module, I feel that I have developed my ability to select relevant sources as part of my wider reading. This could be due to the fact that I have been given the opportunity to research an area that I find particularly interesting and therefore, wished to continuously expand my personal knowledge. I also feel that I have improved on my critical evaluation of sources, especially when creating a research file to support the visual presentation. I believe that this, again, is due to my own passion for the topic of inclusive education for disadvantaged children living in poverty. This enthusiasm enabled me to delve deeper into the research and consider the ways in which it supported or contradicted the interventions that were decided upon for the assignment. 

Aims for progression:
One way in which I will improve my future assessments is to work more creatively with regards to my delivery. An example of this is to use different software and technology to improve the general presentation of my work. My own digital competency is something that I am continuously working to improve on. Furthermore, I will continue to research topics that I am interested by in order to expand my knowledge further on interventions that can be implemented to ensure that education is accessible to all children, despite their personal backgrounds. 
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