Siobhan odriscoll
Purity culture 
In this essay I aim to show and explain the concept of purity culture, both in how It is viewed in different cultures but also in the mainstream media. Using concepts of, hyper femineity, feminism and gender norms to look at this topic using Mary Douglas and her writing in the book purity and danger,(Douglas, 2015). This was however writing in 1966 originally and therefore has some incredible outdated views. There I however many that still apply to the world we live in today and many that ink to purity culture.  I aim to use this novel to further the points ii have made on not just purity culture but, also theory’s of gender norms and feminism and how they are all linked though the idea of purity. To further this I will be using an introduction -purity and danger by Patricia m Patterson, ( PM Patterson, 2011) to gain a better upstanding of what Douglas is aiming to getting across in this novel, and how it can be applied to present day. i have outlooked at many other scholars and their writing on Sexual purity Roman Catholicism . In this article I aim to look at the cultural phenomenon of purity culture , but more specifically how that is shown and applied to the catholic church, and the present day. there is often this misconception of the idea of purity been one of the past, however I believe that this is very much not the case. There is multiple different cultures that hve different practises in place that are all surrounding the idea of purity. I want to touch on the different ways in which the concept of purity is used in different cultures, for example how the catholic church uses guilty and the idea of sin and impurity , or in Asian culture such as Pakistan and parts of Africa where in which many men carry out honour killings on behalf of the family’s , in the situation where a female in the family has became impure. I want to further this point by using Judith butler and her ideas on femineity and the gender norms to show how this is gender based cultural craze. And is for the most part aimed at women, and even in present day Britain can be seen. I am also going to use the idea of hyper femineity, and how this can be seen in the catholic church through the use of the idea of the virgin Mary. Who is quite possibly n of the most famous images of purity and femineity in the world. I will largely be using all of these academics and there writings and theroys to discuss the idea of purity culture in the catholic church however I will be comparing this to other cultures and how they view the concept of purity. 










 Douglas, M., 2015. Purity and danger. London: Routledge.
