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Pedeir Keinc y Mabinogi/The Four Branches of the Mabinogi
The Mabinogion = 11 prose tales:

The Four Branches:

1. Pwyll Pendefig Dyfed

2. Branwen Ferch Llyr

3. Manawydan Fab Llyr

4. Math Fab Mathonwy

The Three Romances:

5. The Lady of the Fountain/Owain (cf. Yvain)

6. Peredur Fab Efrog (cf. Perceval)

7. Geraint Fab Erbin (cf. Erec et Enide)

8. Cyfranc Lludd a Llefelys

9. Culhwch and Olwen

10. Breuddwyd Rhonabwy/Rhonabwy's Dream

11. Breuddwyd Maxen/Maxen's Dream

Mabinogi: a tale about the hero's boyhood, enfance, later came to mean ‘tale/legend’
Llyma Mabinogi Iessu Grist = an apocryphal text translated from Latin into Welsh in the Middle Ages relating various episodes in Jesus's childhood.

W.J. Gruffydd (1953) Rhiannon suggested that the four branches had originally related the  tale of Pryderi (or Mabon's) childhood and adventures. Pryderi is the only charcter mentioned in all four of the tales, but he is not necessarily one of the main characters in each of the branches.

The Mabinogion: a scribal error which occurs only once in the Four Branches, in a single manuscript. Lady Charlotte Guest (1812-95) chose this as a title for her translation of the tales and it has been used ever since. Guest also included The Legend of Taliesin in her English translation (published in three volumes in 1846 and in one volume in 1877). This is now ommitted in English translations of the Mabinogion.

Extant Manuscripts:

Llyfr Gwyn Rhydderch/The White Book of Rhydderch (mid C14/c. 1350) (in the National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth)

Llyfr Coch Hergest/The Red Book of Hergest (turn of the C14/c. 1400) (in the Bodleian Library, Oxford)

Peniarth 6 (second half of the C13) only two pages. 

Fragments of the tales are also found in Peniarth 7, 14, 16.
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