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Press Release for the ‘Holdingon Weekly’
Following a 15 year archaeological excavation and research programme at the medieval castle site of Dundiggin, in the small rural market town of Holdingon, a new heritage centre / museum is to open. Situated just over a mile outside of the town, surrounded by the wide expanse of open fields that were once the majestic grounds of the medieval lords – the new centre will be of great interest to all. The archaeological endeavour has, over the years, unearthed a vast array of exciting finds: including coins, pottery, stained-glass, painted plaster, jewellery and animal bone. Excitingly, the incomplete remains of a human skeleton were discovered buried in one of the outlying medieval ditches – could this be the mortal remains of the Dundiggin Spectre said to haunt the now crumbling battlements? The Castle was founded in 1130 and continued as a seat of power until large parts of the building were destroyed during the Civil War. Since the late-17th Century the castle has been little more than a romantic ruin. As a ruin the Castle has attracted some notable visitors, not least the renowned local artist Sir John Augustas whose paintings of the ruins now hang in the National Museum in Cardiff, where also is held the suit of armour worn at Agincourt by William d’Lately, Lord of Dundiggin. Dundiggin today is also a haven for rare wildlife, notably a colony of short eared bats, Barn Owls and Greater Crested Newts. 
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