Key social elements that impact on a learner’s ability to access education

This essay will be looking into the social elements that impacts on a learner’s ability to access education Also, how can these social elements affect a learners ability to access education and what government policies are there to protect a learners from this (for example; Equality Act 2010).
The Equality Act 2010 was a policy put in place to help people from being discriminated against due to there; Gender, Sexual Orientation, Gender Reassignment, Age, Pregnancy and Maternity, Religion or beliefs, Marriage or Civil Partnership and Disability. These are known as the ‘protective characteristics’.
The Equality Act 2010 is there to protect people with disabilities so that education providers, or schools cannot treat a disabled student unfavourably. This includes direct discrimination; which is when someone is treating somebody else less favourably due to their gender, sexual orientation etc. 
Indirect discrimination can be defined as a company treating someone less favourably due to a characteristic (example; not giving a woman the same opportunities for promotions as equal male employees). 
Victimisation, which is defined in Section 27 of the Equality Act 2010; “Takes place where one person treats another less favourably because he or she has asserted their legal rights in line with the Act or helped someone else to do so”.
Discrimination that has arisen from disability which is a consequence of being treated unfavourably because of something that has arisen in because of a disability rather than the disability itself. An example of this would be; a child not being allowed to eat his food in the schools dining hall as it takes them too long for them to get there. 
Harassment, this is defined in the Equality Act 2010 in three incidences, the first definition is “Unwanted conduct that has the effect of creating a hostile, degrading, humiliating or offensive environment for the complainant, or violating the complainant's dignity (this applies to all the protected characteristics apart from pregnancy and maternity, and marriage and civil partnership).” The second “Unwanted conduct of a sexual nature (sexual harassment). And finally, “Treating a person less favourably than another person because they have either submitted to, or did not submit to, sexual harassment or harassment related to sex or gender reassignment.” 
But learners with disabilities can find it particularly hard to access education. It has been found that schools wont test for dyslexia as once a child has been formally diagnosed there is a legal obligation covered by the Disability Act 2016 to provide support and resources to help the learner succeed academically. This expense is covered by the school and due to funding cuts some schools cannot afford the extra expense. Whereas if your child isn’t formally diagnosed the education provider isn’t legally obliged to do this. Parents are forced to pay privately get their child diagnosed, so they can receive they help they need. This is clearly discriminating against learners with dyslexia under the Equality Act 2010 and the UK government should be working with education providers to help prevent this happening.
Another disability that can create a barrier for a learner is autism. The table below shows survey results that reveals the extent of children with autism being illegally excluded. Due to schools not having the training or resources to support these learners.
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These statistics clearly recognises the barriers autistic children have to receiving an education. The UK Government website states: “An education provider has a duty to make ‘reasonable adjustments’ to make sure disabled students are not discriminated against. These changes could include providing extra support and aids (like specialist teachers or equipment).” To be able to provide this service, education providers need more funding to be able to provide extra resources and training to the teachers to help with their knowledge, understanding and skills to help make reasonable adjustments for these students so autistic students can reach their full potential.
Another barrier for a learner could be gender reassignment and sexual orientation. The school report (2017) found that 45 per cent of LGBT students, which includes 64% of transgender students, have been bullied for being lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender in schools across the UK. Speaking to students the report discovers that students believe that there is lack of education on LGBT. This can affect mental health and make pupils fearful to come into school. Schools are not equipped to understand how to support pupils that are LBGT. If schools were to educate other students on LGBT and were to go for support and advice, then this would help reduce bullying and make the students time at school better and help break that barrier. 
Another barrier could be religion or belief, An example of this would be a report by the Social Mobility Commission uncovered that students of the Muslim religion were persistently held back from their full potential due to barriers from school all the way to university. The Social Mobility Commission found that many had experienced Islamophobia, racism and discrimination. This could really hinder a students ambitions and affect their confidences and enthusiasm to education and learning. Students have expressed in the report that teachers often subjected them to stereotypical allusions and had low expectations of them. Also there are not enough services to support them with their education if parents were educated in a different system, so were less able to support them in their studies. Also lack knowledge or access to social networks to assist their children to make informed decisions. Teachers need an understanding of many different religions to be able to relate to their pupils in today's multi-cultural society also for students to help reduce bullying and increase understanding. 
There are many more social elements that could affect a person’s ability to access education. Only a few examples of these elements would be; poverty, mental health issues, culture, minority. Looking at one of these examples, poverty. According to Poverty UK, there are 14.2 million people in the UK alone that live in poverty. Poverty can affect a learner’s ability to access education as they could not be able to afford the resources to complete the course or the travel to the place of education. But education is a key cultural and social right that promotes reducing poverty and everyone has the right to an education.
Another social barrier could involve a learner’s culture. For example; The Gypsy Travelling Community, which are the oldest ethnic minority, have a major barrier when it comes to education as they follow strict beliefs, for example in this culture they do not believe in sex education as the Gypsy travelling community believe that the mother alone should education her daughter and then the father to educate his son. Another barrier would include the regular travel that the Gypsy community undertake. As this would not offer learners a consistency in their education and different education providers around the UK could be studying a different part of the curriculum as they are familiar affectively hindering their performance. 
Poverty UK (2016) defines social exclusion as “a complex and multi-dimensional process. It involves the lack or denial of resources, rights, goods and services, and the inability to participate in the normal relationships and activities, available to the majority of people in a society, whether in economic, social, cultural or political arenas. It affects both the quality of life of individuals and the equity and cohesion of society as a whole.” Which shows that leaners that are known to have these ‘protective characteristics’ ,that are faced with these barriers, are being socially excluded from society which is unlawful and steps should be taken to help students overcome these barriers by extra support for students and teachers to help create knowledge and understanding. Also, more funding should be provided to help equip educational providers with resources to aid these pupils to receive a good education and reach their full potential.
To conclude that there are some common occurrences that have arisen that educational providers need to begin diminishing these barriers to education. Funding is needed to help with resources, training to gain knowledge of how to assist the students to reach their full potential, awareness training of different cultures and beliefs to help reduce bullying that can consequently cause other issues for the leaner, like mental health issues and depression. Finally ensuring are students aware how to access support and other services. This will all contribute to ensuring that Britain is making the right steps to helping learners overcome these barriers and receive a good education.
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Parents and carers of children with autism surveyed2 for the new report Ruled

Out: why are children with autism missing out on education? 3 revealed:
* 4in 10 children (39%) had been subject to informal — and therefore illegal -
exclusions. One in 10 parents whose children were illegally excluded said it
happened daily
 nearly a third (30%) of parents reported being asked by schools to keep their
child at home, itself a form of illegal exclusion
» a fifth of parents (21%) said their child with autism had been formally excluded from
school
 over half of parents (51%) had kept their child out of school for fear the school
was unable to provide appropriate support.

Ambitious about Autism’s research shows many schools do not have
the rightknowledge, skills or resources to support children with autism, which often
leads to exclusion procedures that break the law. Typically this can mean requiring

parents to collect their children from school at short notice, refusing to allow children

to take part in social activities and school trips, asking parents not to bring their





