



Annotated Bibliography: Colonized Wales: Origins of the bio-political paradigm.
 Thorpe (Ed. and Trans). London, UK: Penguin Books.
Thorpe translates (from Latin) the epic Journey of Wales written by Gerald Of Wales during the 12th and 13th Century, being a dual hereditary of Anglo-Norman and Welsh descent. His writings of educated, ecclesiastic influence, whilst serving allegiance to the English crown wrote the earliest accounts of wales and its people. Fascinatingly he accounts for Welsh people originating from the Trojan Plains giving logical epidermal association to tones of hotter climates skin tone of ‘earth itself’(opposed to the fairer Anglo-saxon from polar regions) he asserts the warmness of character too. He offers this rationale as a means to offer Welsh nobility from the deepening bio-political narrative of the Anglo-Norman narrative. Thorpe provides his reader with a thorough translation of his work, creating a sense of who he was and medieval life from the lens of nobleman. Its considered as highly valuable contribution to literature from Medieval the times. 

Beddoe, John (1885) The Races of Britain: A Contribution to the Anthropology of Western Europe. Trubner and Co., London.
Beddoe 19th Century, attempts to write a explanatory theory of physiognomic origins of the inhabitants within Britain stating literary evidence back to the Romans. His writing reflects an obsessive characterization of the belonging of facial features, skin tone, height etc. attempting a divisive typology of races of people. He writes in a pronounced hegemonic tone, with an obvious imperial-colonising narrative. The reference to Welsh as ‘dark’ in tone even described as ‘Welsh cave-men’ (pg. 26) and association to Welsh subjugation is met with a “matter-of-fact” tone, he frequently refers to the Welsh Marches as areas under disputed territory but relates the dilution of physiognomic characteristics of specific races., which exemplifies Beddoe’s perception of hegemonic modernity of superiority in imperialistic literature at this time. His audience is intended for educated bourgeois of the Enlightenment Era, providing theorized discourse to the prowess of “white” English-ism. Curiously, an early edition won an accolade in the Welsh eisteddfod. 

Smith, Anthony, D. (1986) The Ethnic Origin of Nations. Basil Blackwell, Cambridge.
Smith offers late 20th Century of the academia a profoundly well-developed theory of people’s nations and their originating evolutionary process. He challenges the modern conceptualization of race and nations asserting it is a convenient tool for elite modernists to reign their political power upholding wealth and prestige. 
Smith describes the colonial states of the Empire as peripheries to the core Western colonizing nations such as Britain, France, Spain he describes resistance from within also with communities such as the Welsh. Smith explains to the reader that whilst the geo-political belonging of the Welsh to the land they inhabit even though the political recognition of this never gave them protection from subjugation. In 1282 Wales finally lost their independence according to Smith then led to the acculturation of the Welsh Gentry. Resulting in the ethnic orientation of the Welsh to be Angelised- in Anglican church, education and speech. He states the sense of cultural and bio-political of Welshness, became the responsibility of other institutions and authors, a revival of medieval Wales with Bards and eisteddfods to create a cultural Welsh renaissance in the 18th Century re-creating Welsh cultures and language. This revival of racial identity empowered a movement through the Non-conformist Chapels. 
Smith also talks of language as a denominating factor in race and ethnicity, although this cannot be a uniform statement in Wales as can be acknowledged that a vast percentage of Welsh are English-speaking. The book is extensive in its approach on the global nations and the evolution of the worlds race’s and the bio-political mechanics entwined within. 
Heng, Geraldine. (2011) The Invention of Race in the European Middle Ages I: Race Studies, Modernity, and the Middle Ages. International Journal of Heritage Studies. Volume 27, 2021 – Issue 1.
Heng’s article aims to negate the proposed academic/authorized theory where “race” was ascribed to bio-physical theory of modernity of the scientific Enlightenment era. Henge accounts the origin of race within two tiers. Firstly, the modern Euro-centric authorized discourse of white being superior class and inherently of noble bloodlines. The second a canonical theory where the medieval early approach to race theorized by political hermeneutics has to be acknowledged. Henge’s article relays the flux between the socio-cultural conception of race to bio-political influence during these centuries, but offers a conclusion on the formation of ‘racial grids’ during late medieval underpinning the ‘Western’ authority of modern race discourse implying a race paradigm-shift. Her article is written of an urgent critical approach to develop race theory.

Lumbley, Coral (2019) The “dark Welsh”: Color, race, and alterity in the matter of medieval Wales. Special Issue: Critical Race and the Middle Ages. Volume 16, Issue 9-10.
Luumbley writes a thoroughly theorized article on the racial “othering” of the Welsh. The author identifies medieval literature that justifies her theory. The basis to her theory is discussed and she enforces the sense of epidermal racism we today recognize was in existence back in Medieval times. One chapter is labeled the Swearte Wealas – Swarthy Welsh, where the use of language is analyzed in the Exeter Book – Riddle 12, the book complied late 10th Century in the Benedictine Revival. Examining Riddle 12 Lumbley ascertains the bio-political power being exerted by the connection epidermal darkness and slavery, as we may associate with modern imperialism. The Riddle attempts to draw Welsh as darker ‘wonfeax Wale” -dark‐haired Welsh slave’. Lumbley also associates the writings of Gerald of Wales to his Trojan referencing. Lastly Lumbley draws on Chretien's Perceval Romance as a parody of the Peredur - ‘Morgyn Bengrych Du – The Black, curly haired Maiden’ the author states an anti-blackness in the writings. Overall, her drawing of contexts on medieval writings asserts the attempts by Anglo-Saxon’s to draw somatic bio-physicality to the Welsh originating the Bio-political paradigm. The article produces a critical theory of race identity and colonialism and the political agendas of those in power to orientate the narrative. Her contribution is experimental with appealing to wider research and theory in the bio-physical race studies.


