		1601557
ECAD6001-C: The Principles of Practice and Progress – Video presentation script (please see Part 2A for bibliography).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Bore da, thank you for your attendance in this meeting, in which I will address the current situation that we as practitioners within the school are facing, with regards to ensuring that the attainment levels of disadvantaged children are improved throughout the school. Currently, there seems to be a significant difference between this group of children and those who are not considered disadvantaged. Within this meeting, the interventions that will aim to combat this issue and bridge the gap for those most affected by it will be discussed.  The Department of Work and Pensions (2018) found that “children were the age group most likely to be in relative income poverty between 2014-15 and 2016-17 (at 28 per cent) and this has been true for some time.” As well as this, the Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2018) have found that “710,000 people in Wales live in poverty. This figure consists of 185,000 children” As this issue has not improved thus far, it is evident that we as educational practitioners must initiate a change within the school systems to ensure that a positive impact is made. It is essential that every child is provided with the same standard of learning experiences, as unequal opportunities in education is something that is sometimes believed to be the root of the cause of the expanding gap between the wealthy and the disadvantaged. It is widely recognised that “schools are required to ensure that they reach and engage all pupils, irrespective of ability and background” (Aggleton et al. 2010, p.4) 

Children spend the time that they are not in school at home and this is where the foundations of their understanding of life and the world around them is attained. Research that was conducted in recent years suggests that by improving levels of parental engagement in primary schools has two to three months’ positive impact on a child’s learning and development. (Education Endowment Foundation, 2018) From looking at this statistic, it is evident that maintaining strong home-school relationships is vital for the benefit of the child. However, not all children are fortunate enough to live in a household where their parents or guardians are actively involved in their school life and this is one barrier that needs to be overcome, as it can have a negative impact on the child’s attitude towards learning and their progress.
	One intervention that could prove to encourage these links is the implementation of a scheme, in which the parents are invited into schools to observe and engage with their child’s learning. By doing so, parents will become more invested in and understanding of the learning that their child undertakes on a daily basis. These meetings will consist of much more than a standard parents evening that usually takes place on average, once or twice a year as the children themselves will get to engage their parents or guardians with their learning and development, rather than adults simply meeting to discuss. The purpose of this scheme is for parents, teachers and pupils to work collaboratively to identify the next steps for development for the child and the steps that must be put into place for them to meet these targets. These will include activities and practice that the children can undertake at home as well as within the classroom. This scheme is especially advantageous as it requires no funding, just the time from the parents and guardians of the children within our school.
Furthermore, parents will be provided with an opportunity to develop their own literacy and numeracy skills, as sessions will be held within the school that they can attend. Throughout these sessions, the parents will have the option to use the technology that is available within the school such as iPads and computers, in order to improve their own digital competency, whilst also familiarising themselves with a range of software and programmes that will better equip them to aid their children in their learning. By attending these sessions and progressing their own skills, parents may then feel better equipped when applying for jobs. This could further decrease levels of unemployment, which will then have a positive impact on the levels of children living in poverty in the local community. In order to facilitate these sessions, there needs to be a certain amount of the Pupil Deprivation Grant allocated to the scheme in order to fund the technology that will be used. In front of you is an example poster that will be sent out to all parents and guardians to hopefully get them to engage with the proposed idea (please see appendix 1). If successful, parents and guardians who are not usually involved with their children’s school life will be working more collaboratively with the school and as previously mentioned, this benefits the child’s progress.

This brings me onto the next proposed motive, which is to ensure that the money acquired from the Pupil Deprivation Grant is allocated to areas that are in need of development and where it will be the most beneficial for the children. One way in which the funding will be spent, is on the employment of a full-time pastoral officer within the school, who will oversee the well-being of both children and parents in the school community. He or she will be provided with a permanent office, somewhere where the children will know is a safe space for them to go and talk with an adult who is specialised in the field. The pastoral officer will work alongside other organisations such as social services, the council family and housing services, flying start nurseries and comprehensive schools to ensure that any transitions that the child may face is completed with ease and comfort. Research has shown that a child’s mental well-being can have a large impact on their learning, with a large importance being placed on it within Donaldson’s new curriculum (2015, P45).  Not only will children be able to discuss school based issues with the pastoral officer, but they may also talk about other aspects of their life, both good and bad. Therefore, it is important that the officer works closely with the schools safeguarding officer and in line with the school’s child protection and safeguarding policies (please see appendix 2). An area for further development that will be discussed in future meetings after the proposed interventions have been reviewed, is the possibility of merging the role of safeguarding and pastoral care officers to reduce the workload of the current teaching safeguarding officer.
It is important that children understand and are made aware of this service as the well-being of the children that are under our duty of care is of paramount importance. Being able to discuss their thoughts and feelings is not something that disadvantaged children may have the opportunity of doing at home, therefore we must ensure that these children are provided with this time so that they are as equally advantaged as children from different types of households. It is our duty of care to guarantee our pupils their Rights of the Child (Unicef, 1990).

As you can see in this diagram that represents the needs of a child (Maslow, 1943), the basic physiological needs must to be met in order for the child to progress up the hierarchy and reach their full learning potential. With this in mind, we must consider the ways in which we can promote living a healthy lifestyle as some learners may not receive an education on nutrition within their home. As well as this, through a lack of finances, the parents and guardians of the children may not be able to provide nutritious and well-balanced meals every day of the week and this is something that this school must be able to provide whilst the children are under our care. Although there is the government programme in which children from disadvantaged backgrounds receive free school meals, it is very important that we fully educate children on how to eat healthily so that they can use this knowledge throughout their lives. This is already taught in our curriculum, but there will be more attention to detail with regards to the school menu for dinner time and breakfast club. The desired outcome for this intervention is for there to be a greater presence of the pupil voice when decisions are made about the food that is served each day in school. Through the use of a healthy school council, children will be able to put suggestions forward as to what food they will eat as part of their healthy, balanced diet. By having their voice heard, they will be taking ownership of other aspects of their school life and this will have a positive impact on their well-being. This will also limit the potential for child malnourishment, an issue that has been seen in our school in recent times, decreasing the impact on learning. 
The children that are involved in the healthy school council must then upload an online blog once every two weeks which will include notes from the meetings that have taken place, the decisions that have been agreed upon and the school menu for the week. As well as this, the children can create and complete a questionnaire to obtain feedback from their peers as to what they liked and disliked about the school menu for the week. This research can then be used as evidence in further meetings that take place. The purpose of this blog is for parents to be able to access and view it from home, further involving them in day to day school life. It also enables them to see some of the extended work that their children have been undertaking in school. As these activities cover both aspects of the LNF and DCF, it can be viewed as very meaningful experience. The member of staff that will coordinate the session will be decided at a later date and in order for the idea to be successful, it is crucial that he or she monitors the children as they create and upload the blog. Fortunately, there is no cost for this intervention as it will be a club that is based within the school during school hours.

Encouraging parents to engage with our school is a challenge, as they may have a negative attitude due to their own school experiences as a child. Therefore, we must use all of our effort and work together to form these relationships for the sake of the children who’s learning is at stake. Our main purpose as a school, is to ensure that the children under our care are given equal opportunities to be the best that they can be in all aspects of their life, something which is especially important for children living in poverty. By implementing these interventions, I hope that it will be the first of many steps that we will take in order to improve attainment levels across both the Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2. By encouraging and forming strong relationships with parents and guardians in the various ways that have been outlined today, attendance should increase and therefore have a positive impact on levels of attainment among those who are disadvantaged. The proposed interventions will be assessed against the success criteria outlined in the school development plan and this will be reviewed in our next meeting. Thank you for your attendance, please use this time to ask any questions for clarification on the points that I have raised today. Diolch yn fawr.
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