


Start at my feet – commentary. 


	
	Target 
	What I’ve done in this assignment?

	Target 1
	Read even more relevant books and journal articles as well as websites when researching.

	I have read books where possible and used government pdfs, however I have still mainly used websites so I will continue to work on this target.

	Target 2
	Endeavour to synthesise research into your writing to aid the support of key points.

	I have tried to synthesise my research into sentences in my writing rather than just putting quotes in. 

	Target 3
	Review Harvard referencing technique.

	I have researched Harvard referencing techniques and adapted mine accordingly.

	Target 4
	Continue to ensure a greater critical approach throughout, offering the opposing view wherever possible.
	this is not relevant for this assignment. I will work on this in future assignments.




Teaching, learning and the role that a school plays for the people that it serves is hugely influenced by the community around it. There are many factors that impact this such as, the social context, the economic status, cultural makeup and religious beliefs, and the demographic of the community. A school brings all different people together and it’s so important that the teachers and staff in the school prioritise understanding their community before anything else. Schools will all have their own set of opportunities and challenges based around where their situated. For example, an inner-city school may have a more diverse population and may have many children with English as an additional language EAL. This may prove to be a challenge and something that the school should recognise and adapt their learning for. On the flip side, a suburban school may be in a more affluent area whereby parents are engaged in their child’s learning and have plenty resources at home to support their child’s education e.g., Technology and crafting supplies. This is an opportunity for the school as they would be able to send home tasks and children will complete them. One of the main factors influencing the teaching, learning and other aspects of a school is the social and economic demographic of the community where the school is based. It can lead to many complex factors like why children do not have high attainment, parental engagement is poor, and for the number of children with additional learning needs ALN or requiring support from the school for family issues. I have been visiting school A and have decided to look a few areas within the school linked to this. One example being how they work with children and families before the child starts school, and the other being how the school works with vulnerable learners. I will also touch on how the school engages with the wider community. It is also important for schools to consider social justice and equity within their setting and the community. “Social justice education is concerned with achieving equitable and quality education for all students. The goal of social justice education is full and equal participation of all groups in society that is mutually shaped to meet their needs”. (Stacey 2023). This means that the school should try their best to meet the needs of every child no matter their situation. This links with the community as children with less resources or a family issue should still receive the best education for them with the right support. It ensures that every child is considered and looked after within the school and in their community. 

School A is a large community school with over 650 pupils. Of which, 21% have identified ALN, 2% have EAL and 34% are eligible for free school meals FSM. From this it’s clear that the community has a low economic status. It’s stated that just below 70% of children come from a low-income family. (HWB School Context n.d). School A being situated in a deprived area, comes with many opportunities and challenges for the school to adapt to.

Firstly, poverty is a huge challenge that has an impact on school A and the way that they teach, children learn and other aspects of the school. This issue has been recognised by UK parliament as they suggest that working class pupils have been let down. It was found that only 53% of early years pupils eligible for FSM in 2018/19 met the expected development by the end of foundation stage. (UK parliament 2021) One issue around poverty in the community that affects the school is attendance. Often, children struggle with their attendance due to parental beliefs and engagement with education. For example, parents who had a negative experience with school themselves, or who may be illiterate, might avoid school and be more likely to keep their child off school. Or if the parent is out of employment its easier for the child to not go to school. The national literacy trust 2019 has research to suggest that being illiterate links to unemployment which leads to poverty. (national literacy trust 2019). To combat this challenge, school A have designated family support officers (FSO) who deal with issues involving the family that have impacts on the child’s welfare. The FSOs explain to parents/carers the importance of being in school and try to support them by finding the root cause and putting interventions in place. They may also carry out a home visit to make it more personal to the family and to assess the needs further. This can help the family to see that school is a good thing for their child and a place of support for them. It can break down the barriers and help them see that the school is part of the community too. 

Another challenge poverty plays a part of is the ability for learning to take place outside of the classroom. Kimberly, from early years careers states the importance of bridging the gap between the home and the school setting on attainment and readiness. (Kimberly 2016). The Welsh government also backs this up by stating that parental engagement comes with benefits for the child, the family and the school. (Welsh government 2015) The community around school A is known for being quite deprived and therefore the school struggle with parental engagement when it comes to home learning. The root cause to this problem is likely due to the lack of resources and technology within the homes. Many families will be unable to afford resources like books and craft supplies and they may well have limited access to the internet and devices. This has an impact on the ability to support their child’s learning at home. The Welsh government state that talking the link between deprivation and attainment is one of their top priorities. (Welsh government 2014). School A should be doing everything to encourage learning outside the classroom in the local community and the children’s home life. (Wicket and Huggins 2011) undertook a piece of research about ways to extend children’s learning in this way. School A is aware that their community is disadvantaged and therefore they have strategies in place to help support their community when it comes to home learning. One thing school A does is home visits before children entre the school. This is part of the admissions process whereby the class teacher or a member of support staff will go into the home of the child to discuss anything parents may be worried about but also to address home learning and identify what resources the family may or may not have. For example, whether the family own a home computer or if they have some story books the child can read. With this information they can determine what support is needed to ensure that the child can continue learning at home. Resources available to families in need include story sacks which have a book and some puppets in to help tell the story to the child which parents can borrow off the school. They also lent out laptops, during covid when learning took place online, for families who didn’t have their own. Another facility that school A have is computers in their community room which are available for families to use if they don’t have WIFI or a device at home. All these resources mean that children can continue their learning in the home and are able to keep building the bridge between their school and home life for them to reach their full potential. 

Secondly, the community surrounding school A has many children coming from difficult backgrounds, or who have ALN.  This comes with its own issues that school A must think about. There are four groups that come under the term ‘vulnerable learners’ at school A. These being children with ALN, (21%) refugee children, service children, and children who are young carers. Certain children and their families who are dealing with this may find it harder to fit in and feel like an outsider in their community. This can affect the child’s ability to take part in lessons due to worrying about family situations. School A may be their only safe space where they feel accepted. FSO and emotional learning support staff (ELSA) work closely with these groups and often put interventions and activities in place for them. School A is also recognised as a school of sanctuary. According to the city of sanctuary, it means that the school is committed to be welcoming and inclusive to all refugees and anyone seeking asylum. (city of sanctuary 2024). By being a school of sanctuary, school A operate by an open-door policy meaning anyone is welcome at any time which encourages the community into the school. They also run sessions with these groups to make them feel included. This may involve cooking, crafts or even trips. This allows other children and families dealing with the same issues can come together to talk and relate to each other. This links to the QTS standard 5, which is “adapt teaching to respond to the strengths and needs of all pupils”. (department for education 2011) This builds positive relationships and helps people feel connected within their community. This is important as children need to feel safe and secure, have a sense of belonging, and self-esteem before the teachers can think about their learning. This comes from Maslow’s idea of the hierarchy of needs 1943. (McLeod 2023) In turn children will feel more settled in school and enjoy learning. 

Lastly, school A being a community school comes with many opportunities. For example, the school gets to work with lots of outside agencies, including community police officers, health visitors, charities, and other members of the community. The school is lucky to have this multiagency as it provides them with plenty educational opportunities. The Welsh government talk about the benefits of having a multiagency network around the school. It encourages parental engagement, and the resources can enrich the curriculum and in turn strengthen the school. (Welsh government 2015) with It also brings in the community and shows the children how everyone is linked with where they live and it can be used as a tool to teach about positive relationships with police, good health, empathy etc. School A also provide support for the wider community by having a ‘take what you need’ trolly which is located outside the front of the school. It is funded by donations and offers things like toiletries, toys, school uniform etc. for people in the community. This trolly is not just for families with children in the school but also for staff members, and people from the wider community who may be in need. This is another resource the school have that help make the community part of the school and encourage people to come together to support their community. Schools are part of a bigger network and by involving the community the school benefits from extra support. (Welsh government 2015) This is demonstrated in the proverb: “it takes a village to raise a child” (African proverb). Another opportunity school A have had from being a community school is that they run their own community choir, which is again for anyone within the community. They meet in the school hall and rehearse together every Wednesday. This brings everyone together in a happy and safe space and it has been a success. Members of the community have said its their favourite part of the week. 

In conclusion there are many opportunities and challenges schools face in their communities that impact teaching, learning and other aspects of the school. In school A they face huge challenges with poverty and family situations but also by being a community school it gives them plenty of opportunities to engage with their community. They have interventions and strategies in place to overcome the challenges which in turn helps them achieve equity and social justice for all students. They also try to focus on the opportunities they have, to make positive relationships and build the bridge between the school and its community. Every school will face challenges with their community but what’s important is how they overcome them to ensure every child’s needs are met. 
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