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Source Weaknesses

Aldous Huxley’s The Doors of Perception is a vivid account of the author’s first time taking
mescaline, a hallucinogen that comes from button shaped seeds found in the peyote cactus.'
Published in 1954, the work still holds a seat at the table in discussions surrounding
psychedelics, to such an extent that it has been suggested even in modern work that he was
the ‘inventor’ of the ‘modern psychedelic experience’.? But is the source infallible?

Firstly, there’s the fact that the text was published sixty-six years ago. It could be argued that
the potency of the account has worn off, considering how much research has been done into
psychedelic substances since then. In fact, at the time of publication, the word ‘psychedelic’
didn’t even exist in this context® which further shows how far back his work goes.

Another important factor to consider is that Huxley was by no means a pioneer in the
consumption of mescaline. The earliest recorded usage was in 4000 BCE according to Mike
Jay, a medical history writer.*

The objectivity of the piece is also worth looking at. Ronald Fisher, a statistician, famously
said of the book that it was ‘99 percent Huxley and only one and a half grams of mescaline’.
If this is true, then the validity of the text from a scientific point of view must surely be called
into question. Additional to a potential lack of objectivity is the nature of Huxley’s eyesight.
An illness called keratitis rendered him blind in 1911 and despite regaining eyesight, it
remained impaired. Perhaps it could be argued that the visions he saw while on mescaline
were hyperbolically ‘amped up’ in the text, therefore making the account less factually
accurate.®
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