
The Foundation Phase



} The Foundation Phase is the  
statutory curriculum for all 
pupils in Wales from the ages 
of 3 to 7. This was introduced 
in September 2010. It 
encourages children to be 
creative and to use their 
imagination to ensure that 
they learn more effectively. 

} The Foundation Phase 
includes nursery and 
reception classes, Years 1 & 2. 



} Government are committed to raising the 
profile of Welsh

} All pupils to feel a belonging to Wales
} Pupils in the F.Ph to experience and enjoy 

Welsh in everyday activities
} Iaith Pawb (2003) states that the long term 

aim is for many more children under the age 
of 5 years to have  enough contact with the 
Welsh language so that they are able to 
choose between going into a Welsh or English 
medium setting



} Considering children’s developmental needs

} Building on the skills already acquired

} Building on previous learning experiences

} Building on previous knowledge



} a balance between structured learning 
through child-initiated activities and those 
directed by practitioners. 

} A well-planned curriculum giving children 
opportunities to be creatively involved in their 
own learning building on what they already 
know and can do, 

} Active learning to enhance and extend 
children’s development. 



} To develop children’s understanding of the 
cultural identity unique to Wales across all 
Areas of Learning through an integrated 
approach. 

} To appreciate the different languages, 
images, objects, sounds and tastes that are 
integral in Wales today and gain a sense of 
belonging to Wales

} To understand the Welsh heritage, literature 
and arts as well as the language. 



} Personal and Social Development, Well-being 
and Cultural Diversity 

} Language, Literacy and Communication Skills 
(including the LNF)

} Mathematical Development (including LNF)
} Welsh Language Development 
} Knowledge and Understanding of the World 
} Physical Development 
} Creative Development. 



} To learn to use and communicate in Welsh to the 
best of their ability. 

} To listen to Welsh being spoken 
} To communicate their needs in Welsh 
} To use oral experiences to develop their reading 

skills 
} To be encouraged to choose and use Welsh 

reading materials. 
} To listen to a range of stimuli, including audio-

visual material and ICT 
} To use language skills learned in one language 

should support the development of knowledge 
and skills in another.



} This document is now 
out of date but 
contains many useable 
ideas for classroom 
practice

} It can still be 
downloaded from:

} http://gov.wales/docs/
dcells/publications/14
1111-welsh-language-
development-en.pdf



} Use simple words, greetings & expressions

} Use correct pronunciation & intonation

} Have fun with rhymes & songs

} Answer questions based on a pattern

} Use Welsh in structured play

} Describe different emotions & feelings



} Nursery rhymes &action songs

} Telling stories

} Circle time

} Using stimuli such as puppets

} Role play

} Using ICT



} Learning the lyrics of a song helps expand 
vocabulary and learn some slang/typical 
phrases.

} Singing can help develop an authentic accent
} music and singing can be used to help speak 

simple basic essential phrases to get by in a 
language much quicker.

} Music can be taken anywhere to learn and 
practise on the move thanks to an MP3 player 
/ mobile phone. 

} It’s fun! 



} Central South Consortium have created a 
range of Welsh Second language songs. 
These are on Youtube but can be accessed 
through the following link.

} http://www.cscjes.org.uk/Knowledge-
Bank/Welsh/Cymraeg-Ail-Iaith/Welsh-
Scheme-of-Work/Songs.aspx



Loi’oih’oih’ioh’p’po’popphpipih’phkujBlwyddyn 1

... ‘dw i. Dw i’n ... diolch. Mae hi’n ... Oes / Nag oes

Dw i’n
gwisgo ...

Mae Sam
yn ... Ydw / Nag 

ydw
Dw i’n byw yn

...
Ydw / Nag 

ydw

Bocs Bendigedig
Dw i’n hoffi ...

Dw i ddim yn hoffi ...
Mae hi’n ... ac yn ...

Ydw, dw i’n ...
Nag ydw, dw i ddim yn

...

Pwy wyt ti? Sut wyt ti?
Sut mae’r
tywydd
heddiw?

Oes car 
coch

gyda ti?

Beth 
wyt
ti’n

wisgo
?

Wyt ti’n
gwisgo
sbectol
haul?

Ble rwyt
ti’n byw?

Wyt ti’n
hoffi
jeli?

Sut mae
Sam?



Loi’oih’oih’ioh’p’po’popphpipih’phkujBlwyddyn 2

... ‘dw i. Dw i’n ... achos
... Mae hi’n ... ac yn ... Dw i’n byw yn

... gyda ...

Dw i’n ... 
oed.

Dw i eisiau
... a ... Dw i’n hoffi

bwyta ... a ...
Mae Sam yn

gwisgo ...

Oes, mae ... gyda
fi / Nag oes, 

does dim ... gyda
fi.

Bocs Bendigedig
Dw i’n hoffi ...

Dw i ddim yn hoffi ...
Mae hi’n ... ac yn ...

Dw i eisiau ...
Mae Sam yn ...

Oes, mae ... gyda fi.
Nag oes, does dim

...gyda fi.

Pwy wyt ti? Sut wyt ti?
Sut mae’r
tywydd
heddiw?

Ble rwyt
ti’n byw?

Faint 
ydy
dy
oed
di?

Oes brawd
gyda ti?

Beth mae
Sam yn
wisgo?

Beth wyt
ti’n hoffi
fwyta?

Beth wyt
ti eisiau?







} Handle books

} Listening to stories being read

} Linking words to pictures

} Sequencing pictures from a story



} Book corner in the classroom

} Pupils showing an interest in books

} Creating class books

} Using puppets to create stories

} Retelling a story from picture cards





} CSCJES - Books





















} http://www.cscjes.org.uk/Knowledge-
Bank/Welsh/Cymraeg-Ail-Iaith/Welsh-
Scheme-of-Work/Meithrin/Tedi-Twt-Cyfres-
1.aspx

} This link will take you to the series of Tedi
Twt books



} CSCJES - Central South Consortium Joint 
Education Service



} Mark-making

} Left to right orientation

} Making lists or notes

} Write simple sentences



} Writing letter / invitations

} Short passages eg dw i’n hoffi …

} Write instructions

} Write a description





Loi’oih’oih’ioh’p’po’popphpipih’phkujcocOes

Oes / Nag oes Oes, mae brawd
gyda fi.

Nag oes, does dim 
chwaer gyda fi.

Oes, mae blociau
ar y silff.

Nag oes, 
does dim 

mochyn ar y 
fferm.

Nag oes, 
does dim 
het gyda

Sam.
Oes, mae afal

gyda Sam.

Nag oes, 
does dim 

plant yn yr 
ysgol.

Oes, mae broga
yn y pwll

Bocs Bendigedig
ond
a

Oes, mae brawd gyda fi
ond does dim chwaer gyda

fi.
Oes, mae afal a banana

gyda fi.

Oes car coch
gyda ti?

Oes brawd
gyda ti?

Oes chwaer
gyda ti?

Oes blociau
ar y silff?

Oes
mochyn

ar y 
fferm?

Oes
broga yn
y pwll?

Oes plant
yn yr 
ysgol?

Oes afal
gyda Sam?

Oes het
gyda
Sam?



Teachers need to refer to the Foundation Phase 
Framework (revised  2015) when planning 
sessions.

Teachers note the skills and range within each strand 
on lesson plans





} CSCJES - Tedi Twt
} WJEC Educational Resources Website



http://www.fflicafflac.com/pack1.html



} Teachers continually assess pupils 
throughout the Foundation Phase

} Teachers formally assess the pupils at the 
end of Year 2 by matching to ‘outcomes’

} Teachers do not need to report the outcome 
to parents in Welsh language Development






