1 x Personal reflection - poster or photo essay (1000 words) 25%
a reflective response to one of the field trip experiences from the perspective of your chosen discipline. 

1 personal reflection: Aberystwyth trip 
On 4th February we travelled to Aberystwyth to visit the National Library of Wales. Once we arrived, we split into groups based on what course we were doing and went inside. The history students first went to the presentation room where we were given a long talk on how to use the computers to access the website and take out our desired books or access certain articles that we wanted or needed to use for our studies. Before arriving, we were all told to create an account so we would be able to sign up for a library archive card which allows us to borrow books and access the website. That was what the man (I've forgotten his name) was also helping us do because you are not actually allowed to take out or access books or articles without first having an account with the national library. Because our talk finished earlier than expected, we were taken on a tour of the library. I was already excited just to be at the library because I have wanted to go to the National Library of Wales since finding out that it is a copyright library but when we got to the reading room, which I am convinced is the most beautiful room in the whole of Aberystwyth, I was floored. There was a gate that you had to scan your library archive card to be able to access the room and unfortunately on the day, we were not allowed to go inside but there were about 3 floors with books lining the walls, a big open floor section and seats everywhere it was genuinely like a dream and I cannot wait to go back and take advantage of the resources there. 
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[bookmark: _Int_6dSIS46p]Next, we went into a room also lined with books but in the middle of the room there were four glass display cases where they had chosen a few different types of manuscripts and papers to show us. The lady in charge of this part of the tour went around the room and told us about each item in the display cases, explaining their origin, where they were found, who wrote them etc and there was even a piece of slate in one of the cases where someone had scratched faint writing which I thought was insane to have been found because you really have to look closely to be able to see any writing at all. Admittedly, I did not enjoy this part of the tour as much because it was so hot in the room that at one point I did feel like I was going to pass out but I did enjoy seeing all the different types of manuscripts because they interlinked with certain points in history that I have been studying in my other modules. Next, we went for lunch in the cafe which was so busy that my friends and I had to stand up to eat our food. I bought chips and then we had to go on to our next part of the tour which was upstairs. For this part, we were given an introduction on how to use the ‘Coflein’ website, whose name translated means memory line. I think this will be very handy for me to use for references and assignments. Once the talk was over, our groups were split in half. My group went first and we were taken down a very long spiral of stairs into the archives which were not only freezing but also full of so many interesting items. There were hundreds of film rolls and canisters with RAF birds eye view photos of landscapes and there were also drawers full of architectural style drawings. My favourite drawings that we were shown were ones drawn by Herbert L. North. I studied architectural art during my A Levels and so seeing his work was amazing to me because it was so intricate. Once our thirty-minute slot was over, we were taken back up the stairs to the room where they had laid out lots of books and diary entries and records of buildings around Wales and Carmarthenshire because they knew that was where we were from. My favourite drawing was this one: 
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[bookmark: _Int_qMFfdh0w]Finally, we were all brought back together again to have a full tour of the underground part of the library which was very interesting because apparently that section is usually off limits. It was very ominous and cold down there and the people working on the electrics made it slightly spookier, but we go to see more manuscripts, so I was happy. We then went back upstairs to look in the gift shop and I also went into the next room so I could get my photo taken for my library archives card so I could be certain that I will be able to go to the reading room when I finally go back to Aberystwyth. We then got back on the bus and drove back to the university. I am very glad I went on this trip because I learnt a lot about the resources that are available to me and I now have the opportunity to go back as often as id like. 


Bibliography: 
· Link to photo of reading room in National Library of Wales - 800 × 500 
· Photo of guildhall square was taken by me 
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